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ADVERTISEMENT. 

A  Copy  of  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Governor  and  Affembly  of  Jamaica, 
in  the  difpofal  of  the  Maroons  (print¬ 
ed  in  that  ill  and  by  authority)  hav-. 
ing  found  its  way  to  the  prefs  in 
London,  I  was  prevailed  on  to  pro- 
mife  an  introductory  difcourfe  to  be 
prefixed  to  the  prefent  edition,  con¬ 
taining  fome  account  of  the  Maroon 
War  ;  with  fuch  obfervations  as  oc¬ 
curred  to  me,  during  a  long  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  thofe  people,  con¬ 
cerning  their  fituation,  character, 
and  manners.  This  account  is  now 
prefented  to  the  reader.  It  was  writ¬ 
ten,  and  partly  printed,  previous  to 
the  late  unexpected  difcuffion  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  *.  My  principal 
inducement  in  compiling  it  was  the 

*  2 1  ft  October. 


gratification 
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gratification  of  the  publics  cunofitv  5 
but  I  have  now  a  much  ftronger 
motive  for  haftening  its  publication. 
The  good  Faith  and  Honour,  the 
Humanity  and  Juftice,  of  the  Go¬ 
vernment  of  Jamaica,  in  the  conduct 
of  this  affair,  have  been  oueftioned 

JL 

by  high  authority*,  before  the  Par¬ 
liament  or  Great  Britain.  It  is  pre- 
fumed  that  the  following  fheets  will 
enable  the  reader  to  form  a  correct 
judgment  on  the  whole  proceedings. 
I  am  not  confcious  oi  having  fup- 
preffed  a  fingle  circumfiance  necef- 
fary  to  be  known,  or  afferted  any 
one  fact  which  I  do  not  believe  to 
be  true. 

B.  EDWARD  S’* 


London, 

.  7  th  Nove?nber  1796. 


*  Mr.  Fox, 


INTRODUCTION, 


SECTION  I. 

JAMAICA,  as  every  one  knows,  was  con¬ 
quered  from  the  Spaniards,  during  the 
protectorate  of  Cromwell,  in  the  year  1655, 
by  an  armament  under  the  command  of  Ad¬ 
miral  Penn  and  General  Venables.  The  Spa- 
nilh  inhabitants  are  faid  to  have  poffefied, 
before  the  attack,  about  1,500  enflaved 
Africans,  moll  of  whom,  on  the  furrender  of 
their  matters,  retreated  to  the  mountains,  from 
whence  they  made  frequent  excurfions  to 
harafs  the  Englilh.  Major-general  Sedge- 
wick,  one  of  the  Britilh  officers,  in  a  letter 
to  Secretary  Thurloe  (1656)  predicts,  that 
thefe  blacks  would  prove  a  thorn  in  the  iides 
of  the  Englilh.  He  adds,  that  they  gave  no 
quarter  to  his  men,  but  deftroyed  them 
whenever  they  found  opportunity ;  fcarce  a 
week  paffing  without  their  murdering  one  or 
more  of  them ;  and  as  the  foldiers  became 
more  confident  and  carelefs,  the  negroes  grew 
more  enterprifing  and  bloody-minded.  “  Hav- 
“  ing  no  moral  fenfe,”  continues  he,  “  and 
*c  not  underltanding  what  the  laws  and  cuf- 

a  “  toms 


(  S  ) 

toms  of  civil  nations  mean,  we  know  not 
€C  how  to  capitulate  or  treat  with  any  of  them. 
6,6  But  be  allured,  they  muft  either  be  deftroy- 
<(  edy  or  brought  in,  upon  fome  terms  or 
“  other  $  or  elfe  they  will  prove  a  great  dii— 
**  couragement  to  the  fettling  the  country.’* 
What  he  foretold  fcon  came  to  pafs.  At  the 
latter  part  of  the  lame  year  (16^6)  the  army 
gained  fome  trifling  fuccefs  againft  them ;  but 
this  was  immediately  afterwards  feverely  re¬ 
taliated  by  the  daughter  of  forty  foldiers,  cut 
off  as  they  were  carelefsly  rambling  from 
their  quarters.  A  detachment  was  immediately 
fcnt  in  puriuit  oi  the  enemy,  which  came 
up  with  and  killed  feven  or  eight  of  them ; 
but  they  hill  found  means  means  to  hold 
out,  until  being  hard  prefled  the  year  fol¬ 
lowing  by  Colonel  D'Oyley,  who,  by  his 
final  overthrow  of  the  Spaniards,  had  taken 
from  them  all  hope  of  future  fuccour  from 
their  ancient  mailers,  they  became  very  much 
flrcightcned  for  want  of  provifions  and  am¬ 
munition.  The  main  body,  under  the  com- 
•niand  of  a  negro  named  'Juan  de  Bolas  (whole 
place  of  retreat  in  the  parilh  of  Clarendon  ftili 
retains  his  name)  at  length  foliated  for  peace, 
and  iurrendered  to  the  Efigliih  on  terms  of 


7 


(  Hi  ) 

pardon  and  freedom.  A  large  party,  however, 
(who  had  now  acquired  the  name  of  Ma¬ 
roons*)  remained  in  their  retreats  within  the 
mountains;  where  they  not  only  augmented 
their  numbers  by  natural  increafe,  but,  after 
the  ifland  became  thicker  fown  with  planta¬ 
tions,  they  were  frequently  reinforced  by  fu¬ 
gitive  Haves.  At  length  they  grew  confi¬ 
dent  enough  of  their  force  to  undertake 
defcents  upon  the  interior  planters,  many  of 
whom  they  murdered,  from  time  to  time, 
without  the  lead;  provocation ;  and  by  their 
barbarities  and  outrages  intimidated  the  whites 
from  venturing  to  any  confiderable  diftance 
from  the  fea  coaft. 

In  1663  the  Lieutenant-governor,  Sir 
Charles  Lyttelton,  and  his  council,  iflued  a 

*  The  word  fignifies,  among  the  Spanilh  Americans,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Mr.  Long,  Hog~bunters :  the  woods  abounding  with 
the  wild  boar,  and  the  purfuit  of  them  conftituting  the  chief  em¬ 
ployment  of  fugitive  negroes.  Mar  r  a  no  is  the  Spanifh  word  for 
a  young  pig.  The  following  is  the  derivation,  however,  given  in 
the  Encyclopedic,  article  Mat  on  :  “  On  appelle  tnarons,  dans  les 
ifles  Fran^oifes  les  negres  tugidfs.  Ce  terme  vient  du  mot  Ef- 
pagnol  Simaran  qui  fignifie  un  Singe.  Les  Efpagnols  crurent 
rse  devoir  pas  faire  plus  d’honneur  aleurs  malheureux  efclaves 
fugidfs,  que  de  les  appeller  fnges,  parcequ’ils  fe  redroient 
comme  ces  animaux  aux  fonds  des  bois  et  ipfen  fortoient  qu« 
pour  cueillir  des  fruits  qui  fe  trouvoient  dans  les  lieux  les  plus 
voifins  de  leur  retrait. ” 
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proclamation,  offering  a  full  pardon,  twenty 
acres  of  land,  and  freedom  from  all  manner 
of  flavery,  to  each  of  them  who  fhould  fur- 
render.  But  I  do  not  find  that  any  of  them  were 
inclined  to  accept  the  terms  offered,  or  quit 
their  favage  way  of  life.  On  the  contrary,  they 
were  better  pleafed  with  the  more  ample 
range  they  poffeffed  in  the  woods,  where  their 
hunting  grounds  were  not  yet  encroached  upon 
by  fettlements.  They  took  effectual  care,  in¬ 
deed,  that  no  feitlement  fhould  be  eftablifhed 
near  them ;  for  they  butchered  every  white 
family  that  ventured  to  feat  itfelf  any  confi- 
derable  diftance  inland.  When  the  Governor 
perceived  that  the  proclamation  wrought  no 
cifedt,  Juan  de  Bolas,  who  was  now  made 
Colonel  of  the  Black  Regiment,  was  fent  to 
endeavour  their  reduction ;  but  in  the  profe- 
cution  of  this  fervice  he  fell  into  an  ambuf- 
cade,  and  was  cut  to  pieces.  In  March,  1664, 
Captain  Colbeck,  of  the  white  militia,  was  em¬ 
ployed  for  the  fame  purpofe.  He  went  by  lea 
to  the  north  fide  ;  and,  having  gained  fome  ad¬ 
vantages  over  the  Maroons,  he  returned  with 
one  who  pretended  to  treat  for  the  reft.  This 
embaffy,  however,  was  only  calculated  to 
amufe  the  whites,  and  gain  fome  refpite,  for 

the 


(  v  } 

the  Maroons  no  fooner  found  themfelves  in  a 
condition  to  adt,  and  the  white  inhabitants  lull¬ 
ed  into  fecurity,  than  they  began  to  renew  hof- 
tilities,  murdering,  as  before,  every  white  per- 
fon,  without  diftindtion  of  fex  or  age,  who 
came  within  their  reach. 

In  this  way  they  continued  to  diftrefs  the 
ifland  for  upward  of  forty  years,  during  which 
time  forty-four  adls  of  Aflembly  were  pafled, 
and  at  lead:  £.240,000  expended  for  their  fup- 
preffion.  In  1730  they  were  grown  fo  for¬ 
midable,  under  a  very  able  general,  named 
Cudjoe,  that  it  was  found  expedient  to 
ftrengthen  the  colony  againft  them  by  two 
regiments  of  regular  troops,  which  were  af¬ 
terwards  formed  into  independent  companies, 
and  employed,  with  other  hired  parties,  and  the 
whole  body  of  militia,  in  their  reduction.  In 
the  year  1734  Captain  Stoddart,  who  com¬ 
manded  one  of  thefe  parties,  projected  and  exe¬ 
cuted  with  great  fuccefs,  an  attack  of  the  Maroon 
windward  town,  called  Nauny,  fituate  on  one 
ol  the  higheft  mountains  in  the  ifland.  Hav¬ 
ing  provided  fome  portable  fwivel  guns,  he 
filently  approached,  and  reached  within  a  fmall 
diftance  of  their  quarters  undifcoveied.  After 
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halting,  for  fomc  time,  he  began  to  afcend  by 
the  only  path  leading  to  their  town.  He 
found  it  deep,  rocky,  and  difficult,  and  not 
wide  enough  to  admit  the  paflage  of  two 
perfons  abreaft.  However,  he  furmounted 
thefe  cbftacles;  and  having  gained  a  frnall 
eminence,  commanding  the  huts  in  which  the 
negroes  were  alleep,  he  fixed  his  little  train  of 
artillery  to  the  belt  advantage,  and  fired  upon 
them  fo  brifkly,  that  many  were  flain  in  their 
habitations,  and  feveral  more  threw  themfelves 
headlong  down  precipices.  Captain  Stoddart 
purfued  the  advantage,  killed  numbers,  took 
many  prifoners,  and  in  ffiort  fo  completely  de- 
ffroyed,  or  routed  the  whole  body,  that  they 
were  unable  afterwards  to  effect  any  enterprize 
of  moment  in  this  quarter  of  the  ifiand. 

About  the  fame  time  another  party  of  the 
blacks,  having  perceived  that  a  body  of  the 
militia  Rationed  at  the  barrack  of  Bagnel’s 
thicket,  in  St.  Mary’s  parifh,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Colonel  Charlton,  ffrayed  heedlefsly 
from  their  quarters,  and  kept  no  order,  farmed 
a  projedt  to  cut  them  off,  and  whilft  the 
officers  were  at  dinner,  attended  by  a  very 
few  of  their  men,  the  Maroons  rufhed  fud- 


(  vii  } 

denly  from  the  adjacent  v/oods  and  attacked 
them.  Several  pieces  were  difcharged,  the 
report  of  which  alarmed  the  militia,  who  im- 
diately  ran  to  their  arms,  and  came  up  in  time 
to  refcue  their  officers  from  deftrudtion.  The 
Maroons  were  repulfed,  and  forced  to  take 
Ihelter  in  the  woods,  but  the  militia  did  not 
think  fit  to  purfue  them.  Some  rumours  of 
this  fkirmifh  reached  Spanifii  Town,  which  is 
diftant  from  the  fpot  about  thirty  miles ;  and, 
as  all  the  circumftances  were  not  known,  the 
inhabitants  were  thrown  into  the  moft  dreadful 
alarm,  from  apprehenlions  that  the  Maroons 
had  defeated  Charlton,  and  were  in  full  march 
to  attack  the  town.  Afcough,  then  com¬ 
mander  in  chief,  participating  in  the  general 
panick,  ordered  the  trumpets  to  found,  the 
drums  to  beat,  and  in  a  few  hours  collected  a 
body  of  horfe  and  foot,  who  went  to  meet  the 
enemy.  On  the  fecond  day  after  their  de¬ 
parture  they  came  to  a  place  where,  by  the 
fires  which  remained  unextinguifhed,  they 
fuppofed  the  Maroons  had  lodged  the  pre¬ 
ceding  night.  They  therefore  followed  the 
track,  and  foon  after  got  fight  of  them.  Cap¬ 
tain  Edmunds,  who  commanded  the  detach¬ 
ment,  difpofed  his  men  for  adtion ;  but  the 
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Maroons  declined  engaging,  and  fled  different 
ways.  Several  of  them,  however,  were  flain 
in  the  purfuit,  and  others  made  prifoners. 
Thefe  two  victories  reduced  their  ftrength,  and 
filled  them  with  lo  much  terror  that  they  never 
afterwards  appeared  in  any  confiderable  body, 
nor  dared  to  make  any  If  and ;  indeed,  from 
the  commencement  of  the  war  till  this  pe¬ 
riod,  they  had  not  once  ventured  a  pitched 
battle,  but  fkulked  about  the  Hurts  of  remote 
plantations,  iurprifing  firagglers,  and  murder¬ 
ing  the  whites  by  two  or  three  at  a.  time,  or 
when  they  were  too  few  to  make  any  re fi fi¬ 
ance.  By  night,  they  feized  the  favourable 
opportunity  that  darknefs  gave  them,  of  fteal- 
ing  into  the  fettlements,  where  they  fet  fire  to 
cane  fields  and  out-houfes,  killed  all  the  cattle 
they  could  find,  and  carried  the  flaves  into 
captivity.  By  this  daftardly  method  of  con¬ 
ducting  the  war,  they  did  infinite  mifchief  to 
the  whites,  without  much  expoling  their  own 
perfons  to  danger,  for  they  always  cautioufly 
avoided  fighting,  except  with  a  number  fo 
difproportionally  inferior  to  themfelves  as 
to  aiford  them  a  pretty  fure  expectation 
of  vidlory.  They  knew  every  lecret  ave¬ 
nue  of  the  country ;  fo  that  they  could 

either 
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either  conceal  themfelves  from  purfuit,  or 
fliift  their  ravages  from  place  to  place, 
as  circumftances  required.  Such  were  the 
many  difadvantages  under  which  the  ■  Englifh 
had  to  deal  with  thofe  defultory  foes;  who 
were  not  reducible  by  any  regular  plan  of 
attack ;  who  polfefled  no  plunder  to  allure  or 
reward  the  alfailants  ;  nor  had  any  thing  to  lofe, 
except  life,  and  a  wild  and  lavage  freedom. 

Previous  to  thefucceffes  above  mentioned,  the 
diftrefs  into  which  the  planters  were  thrown, 
may  be  collected  from  the  fenfe  which  the  legis¬ 
lature  of  Jamaica  exprelfed  in  fome  of  their 
adts.  In  the  year  1733,  they  fet  forth,  “  that 
the  Maroons  had,  within  a  few  years,  greatly 
increafed,  notwithstanding  aii  tne  meafures 
that  had  then  been  concerted,  and  made  ufe  of, 
for  their  fuppreffion  ;  in  particular,  that  they 
had  o-rown  very  formidable  in  the  North  Eaft, 
North  Weft,  and  South  Weftern  diftridts  of 
the  ifland,  to  the  great  terror  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  fubjedls  in  thofe  parts,  who  had 
greatly  differed  by  the  frequent  robberies, 
murders,  and  depredations  committed  by 
them ;  that  in  the  parifties  of  Clarendon,  St. 
Ann,  St,  Elizabeth,  Weftmorland,  Hanover, 

and 


and  Sr.  James's,  they  were  confideraMy  mal- 
tip  lied,  and  had  large  fettlements  amono-  the 
mountains,  and  lead  acceffible  parts  5  whence 
they  plundered  all  around  them,  and  caufed 
feveral  plantations  to  be  thrown  up  and  aban¬ 
doned,  and  prevented  many  valuable  trails  of 
land  from  being-  cultivated,  to  the  great  pre¬ 
judice  and  diminution  of  his  Ma jefty’s  reve¬ 
nue,  as  well  as  of  the  trade,  navigation,  and 
consumption  of  Britifh  manufactures  ;  and  to 
mam  fed  weakening,  and  preventing  fur¬ 
ther  in  create  of  drength  and  inhabitants,  in 


the  lfland."  We  may  learn  from  hence,  what 
extenfive  mlfehief  may  be  perpetrated  by  the 
mod  deipicable  and  cowardly  enemy.  The 
Affembly,  perceiving  that  the  employment  of 
nynig  parties  had  proved  ineffectual,  by  the 
length  of  their  marches,  the  difficulty  of  fub- 
h fling  them  in  the  woods  for  l'o  long  a  time  as 
the  fervice  required,  and  the  facility  with 
which  the  Maroons  eluded  their  purfuit,  or¬ 


dered  feveral  defenfible  houfes,  or  barracks, 
fortified  with  badions,  to  he  ereCted  in  dif¬ 
ferent  parts,  as  near  as  pofiibie  to  the  enemy’s 
meft  favourite  haunts  :  in  every  one  of  thefe 
they  placed  a  ftrong  garrifon,  who  were  regu¬ 


larly 

mi 
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larly  fubfifted,  and  roads  of  communication 
were  opened  from  one  to  the  other.  Thefe 
garrifons  were  compofed  of  white  and  black 
fhot  and  baggage  negroes,  who  were  all  duly 
trained.  Every  captain  was  allowed  a  pay  of 
ten  pounds,  the  lieutenants  each  five  pounus, 
ferjeants  four  pounds,  and  privates  two 
pounds  per  month.  They  were  fubjected  to 
rules  and  articles  of  war;  and  the  whole  body 
put  under  the  Governor  s  immediate  order, 
to  be  employed,  conjunttly  or  feparately,  as 
he  fliould  fee  occafion.  Their  general  plan  of 
duty,  as  diredled  by  the  law,  was  to  makeexcui  — 
fions  from  the  barracks,  fcower  the  woods  and 
mountains,  and  deftroy  the  provifion  gaiaens 
and  haunts  of  the  Maroons;  and  that  they 
mieht  not  return  without  effecting  fome  ler- 

O 

vice,  they  were  required  to  take  twenty  days 
provifion  with  them  on  every  luch  expedi¬ 
tion.  Every  barrack,  befides,  was  furnijhed 
with  a  pack  of  dogs,  provided  by  the  church¬ 
wardens  of  the  ref  peel ive  parifhes ;  it  being 
forefeen  that  thefe  animals  would  prove  ex¬ 
tremely  fei  viceable,  not  only  in  guarding 
again]}  furprizes  in  the  night ,  but  in  tracking 
the  enemy. 


This 
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arrangement  was  the  mod:  judicious 
hitherto  contrived  for  their  effectual  reduc¬ 
tion  •  for  fo  many  fortrefles,  Rationed  in  the 
very  centre  of  their  ufual  retreats,  well  fup- 
}>hed  with  every  neceffary,  gave  the  Maroons 
a  conlrant  and  vigorous  annoyance,  and  in 
ihort  became  the  chief  means  of  bringing 

on  mat  treaty  which  afterwards  put  an  end  to 
this  tirefome  war. 

About  the  year  1737,  the  Adembly  refolved 
on  taking  two  hundred  of  the  Mofquito  In¬ 
dians  into  their  pay,  to  haften  the  fuppreffion 
ci  the  Maroons.  They  palled  an  ad  for  ren¬ 
dering  free  Negroes,  Mulattoes,  and  In- 
(iuiiis  more  ufetul,  and  forming  them  into 
companies,  with  proper  encouragements. 
Some  Hoops  were  difpatciied  to  the  Mofquito 
Ihore;  and  that  number  of  Indians  was 
hi  ought  into  the  idand,  formed  into  compa¬ 
nies  under  their  own  officers,  and  allowed 
for^y  /hillings  a  month  for  pay,  befides  Ihoes 

and  othei  articles.  White  guides  were  affign- 

ed  to  conduct  them  to  the  enemy,  and  they 
gave  proofs  of  great  fagacity  in  this  fervice. 

It  was  their  practice  to  obferve  die  mnft 

profound 
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profound  filence  in  marching  to  the  enemy's 
quarters  ;  and  when  they  had  once  hit  upon 
a  track,  they  were  lure  to  difcover  tfte  haunt 
to  which  it  led.  They  eiiedcd  confide),  a  ole 
fervice,  and  were,  indeed,  the  moft  proper 
troops  to  be  employed  in  that  fpecies  of  ac¬ 
tion,  which  is  known  in  America  by  the  name 
of  buf -fighting.  They  were  well  rewarded 
for  their  nood  condud,  and  aiterwaids  du— 

o 

milled  to  their  own  country,  when  the  paci¬ 
fication  took  place  with  the  Maroons. 

ft. 

In  17158,  Governor  Trelawney,  by  the  ad¬ 
vice  of  the  principal  gentlemen  of  the 
ifland,  propofed  overtures  of  peace  with 
the  Maroon  chieis.  IBoth  parties  weie  now 
grown  heartily  wearied  out  with  this  tedious 
conflid.  The  white  inhabitants  wifhed  re¬ 
lief  from  the  horrors  of  continual  alarms,  the 
hardship  of  military  duty,  and  the  intolerable 
burthen  of  maintaining  the  army.  The  Ma¬ 
roons  were  not  lefs  anxious  for  an  accommo¬ 
dation  :  they  were  hemmed  in,  and  cloiely 
befet  on  all  fides ;  their  provifions  deftroyed, 
and  themfelvcs  reduced  to  fo  miferable  a  con¬ 
dition,  by  famine  and  mediant  attacks,  that 
* 
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Cudjoe  afterwards  declared,  that  if  peace  had 
not  been  offered  to  them,  theyhad  no  choice  left 
but  either  to  be  ftarved,  lay  violent  hands  on 
themf  c  ives,  01  fui  render  to  the  Englifh  at  difcre- 
tion.  I  he  extremity  of  tlieir  cafe,  however,  was 
rot  at  that  time  known  to  the  white  inhabitants, 
and  then  number  was  luppofed  to  be  twice  as 
great  as  it  was  afterwards  found  to  be.  The 
articles  of  pacification  (which  I  have  fubjoin  - 
ed)  were  therefore  ratified  with  the  Maroon 
chiefs,  and  fifteen  hundred  acres  of  land 
afligned  to  one  body  of  them  *,  and  one 
thou  land  acres  to  another,  which  the  legillature 
feemed  to  them  and  their  pofterity  in  perpe- 
tuity.  The  Afiembly,  by  fubl'equent  laws, 
augmented  the  premium  allowed  the  Maroons 
for  apprehending  fugitive  Haves,  to  three 
pounds  per  head  ;  and  they  paiTed  many  other 


■ 


*  This  was  the  body  that  fettled  in  Trelawney  Town> 
and  are  the  anceftors  of  thofe  who  have  lately  taken  up 
arms.  1  he  other  Maroon  negroes  were  thofe  of  Aconi- 
pong  Town,  Crawford  Town,  and  Nauny  Town,  to  each 
of  which  lands  were  allotted.  The  aggregate  number,  in 
1795,  was  about  1600,  men,  women,  and  children. 
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regulations  for  their  better  government  and 
proteftion,  for  preventing  their  purchafing  and 
harbouring  negro  Haves*  and  for  dire  Sing  in  w  hat 
fnanner  they  fliould  be  tried  in  the  cafe  of  fe¬ 
lony,  and  other  crimes,  committed  againft  the 

whites  f?  and  thus  an  end  was  at  length  hap- 

piJy 

t  Oil  complaint  made,,  on  oath,  to  a  juries  of  peace,  of 
any  felony,  burglary,  robbery,  or  other  offence  whatfoever* 
having  been  committed  by  Maroon  negroes,  he  is  required  to 
'grant  a  warrant  to  apprehend  the  offenders,  and  to  have  all 
perfons  brought  before  him,  or  feme  other  j  uftice,  that  can  give 
evidence ;  and  if,  upon  examination,  it  appears  that  there  arc 
grounds  for  public  k  trial,  the  juft  ice  is  to  commit  tire  accuiecf 
rmlefo  the  offence  be  bailable,  and  bind  over  the  witneffeu 
They  are  to  be  tried  where  the  quarter  feftions  are  held,  or 
where  parochial  buhnefs  is  ufually  tranfadfed,  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  manner  : — The  juft-ice  is  to  call  in  two  other  juftkes 
f  who  mu  ft  attend,  or  forte  it  twenty  pounds  each).,  and  -they 
are  to  fummon  fifteen  perfons,  fuch  as  are  dually  impanelled 
to  ferve  on  juries,  to  appear  at  a  specified  time,  who  forfeit 
ftve  pounds  each  if  they  negledh  I  here  muff:  be  ten  days 
between  the  complaint  and  the  trial.  Of  the  fifteen  per¬ 
sons  fummoned,  the  firft  twelve  who  appear  are  to  compo/.c: 
<a  jury.  If  the  Maroon  be  found  guilty,  the  juft  ices  may 
give  fentence,  according  to  law,  of  death,  tranfportatior^ 
public  whipping,  or  confinement  to  hard  lanour  for  not 
more  than  twelve  months*  Execution  of  women  with 
child  is  to  be  refpited  until  a  reafonable  time  after  delivery; 
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pily  put  to  this  tedious  and  ruinous  conteff ;  a 
conteft  which,  while  it  kited,  feemed’to 

portend  nothing  lefs  than  the  ruin  of  the 
whole  colony. 

Articles  of  pacification  with  the  Maroons  of 

Trelawney  'Town,  concluded  March  the 
frf,  1738. 

In  the  name  of  God,  Amen,  Whereas 
Captain  Cudjoe,  Captain  Acompong,  Cap¬ 
tain  Johnny,  Captain  Coffee,  Captain  Quaco, 
and  leveral  other  Negroes,  their  dependents 
and  adherents,  have  been  in  a  ftate  of  war 
and  holtility,  for  leveral  years  pall,  again!! 
our  fovereign  lord  the  King,  and  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  this  iflsnd ;  and  whereas  peace 
and  friendlhip  among  mankind,  and  the 
preventing  the  etfulion  of  blood,  is  agreeable 

and  where  fentcnce  of  death  or  tranfportation  fhall  be  paffed 
^except  lor  rebellious  confpiracies,)  execution  is  to  be  re¬ 
nted  until  the  Governor’s  pleafurc  be  ilgnified  ;  the  juftices 
may  alfo  reipite  the  execution  of  any  other  fentence  till  his 
plcaturc  be  known,  if  they  fee  caufe.  Where  feveral  are 
capitally  convicted  for  the  lame  ofFcnce,  one  only  is  to  buffer 
dead),  except  for  murder  or  rebellion, 

to 
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to  God,  confonant  to  reafon,  and  defired  by 

every  good  man ;  and  whereas  his  Majefty 

George  the  Second,  King  of  Great  Britain, 

France,  and  Ireland,  and  of  Jamaica  Lord, 

Defender  of  the  Faith,  &c.  has  by  his  letters 

'  * 

patent,  dated  February  the  twenty-fourth,  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  in 
the  twelfth  year  of  his  reign,  granted  full  power 
and  authority  toJohnGuthrie  and  Francis  Sad¬ 
ler,  Efquires,  to  negotiate  and  finally  conclude 
a  treaty  of  peace  and  friendlhip  with  the  afore- 
faid  Captain  Cudjoe,  and  the  reft  of  his  captains, 
adherents,  and  others  his  men  j  they  mutually, 
fincerely,  and  amicably,  have  agreed  to  the 
following  articles  :  Firft,  That  all  hoftilities 
fhall  ceafe  on  both  fides  for  ever.  Secondly, 
That  the  ftiid  Captain  Cudjoe,  the  reft  of  his 
captains,  adherents,  and  men,  fhall  be  for 
ever  hereafter  in  a  perfect  ftate  of  freedom 
jmd  liberty,  excepting  thole  who  have  been 
taken  by  them,  or  fled  to  them,  within  two 
years  laft  paft,  if  fuch  are  willing  to  return 
to  their  faid  mafters  and  owners,  with  full 
pardon  and  indemnity  from  their  laid  mafters 
or  owners  for  what  is  paft  provided  always, 
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that,  if  they  aie  not  willing  to  return,  they 
fhall  remain  in  fubjedtion  to  Captain  Cudjoe 
and  in  friendship  with  us,  according  to  the 
form  and  tenor  of  this  treaty.  Thirdly,  That 
they  fhall  enjoy  and  poffefs,  for  themfelves 
and  pofterity  for  ever,  all  the  lands  fituate 
and  lying  between  Trelawney  Town  and  the 
Cockpits,  to  the  amount  of  fifteen  hundred 
acres,  bearing  northweSt  from  the  faid  Tre¬ 
lawney  Town.  Fourthly,  That  they  Shall 
have  liberty  to  plant  the  faid  lands  with  cof¬ 
fee,  cocoa,  ginger,  tobacco,  and  cotton,  and 
to  bleed  cattle,  hogs,  goats,  or  any  other 
Stock,  and  difpofe  of  the  produce  or  in¬ 
crease  of  the  laid  commodities  to  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  this  i iland ;  provided  always,  that 
when  they  bring  the  faid  commodities  to 
market,  they  fhall  apply  firSt  to  the  cuStos,  or 
any  other  magistrate  of  the  refpedtive  parishes 
where  they  expofe  their  goods  to  Sale,  for  a 
licence  to  vend  the  fame.  Fifthly,  That 
Captain  Cudjoe,  and  all  the  Captain’s  adhe¬ 
rents,  and  people  now  in  fubjedtion  to  him. 
Shall  all  live  together  within  the  bounds  of 
Trelawney  Town,  and  that  they  have  liberty 

5  to 
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to  hunt  where  they  fhall  think  fit,  except 
within  three  miles  of  any  fettlement,  crawl, 
or  pen ;  provided  always,  that  in  cafe  the 
hunters  of  Captain  Cudjoe  and  thofe  of  other 
fettlements  meet,  then  the  hogs  to  be  equally 
divided  between  both  parties.  Sixthly,  That  the 
faid  Captain  Cudjoe,  and  his  fucceffors,  do  ufe 
their  beft  endeavours  to  take,  kill,  fupprefs,  or 
deffroy,  either  by  themfelves,  or  jointly  with 
any  other  number  of  men,  commanded  on  that 
fervice  by  his  excellency  the  Governor,  or 
Commander  in  Chief  for  the  time  being,  all 
rebels  wherefoever  they  be,  throughout  this 
ifland,  unlefs  they  fubmit  to  the  fame  terms 
of  accommodation  granted  to  Captain  Cudjoe, 
and  his  fucceffors.  Seventhly,  That  in  cafe 
this  ifland  be  invaded  by  any  foreign  enemy, 
the  faid  Cantain  Cudjoe,  and  his  fucceffors 
hereinafter  named  or  to  be  appointed,  fhall 
then,  upon  notice  given,  immediately  repair 
to  any  place  the  Governor  for  the  time  be¬ 
ing  fhall  appoint,  in  order  to  repel  the  faid 
invaders  with  his  or  their  utmoft  force,  and  to 
fubmit  to  the  orders  of  the  Commander  in 
Chief  on  that  occafion.  Eighthly,  That  if 
any  white  man  fhall  do  any  manner  of  injury 
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to  Captain  Cudjoe,  his  fucceffors,  or  any  of  his 
or  their  people,  they  fhall  apply  to  any  com¬ 
manding  officer  or  magiftrate  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  for  ju  ftice  ;  and  in  cafe  Captain 
C  udjoe,  or  any  of  his  people,  Jhall  do  any  injury 
to  any  white  perfon,  he  Jhall  fubmit  himfelf,  or 
deliver  up  fuch  offenders  to  jujlice.  Ninthly, 
That  if  any  negroes  dull  hereafter  run  away 
from  their  matters  or  owners,  and  fall  into 
Captain  Cudjoe’s  hands,  they  fhall  imme¬ 
diately  be  lent  back  to  the  chief  magiftrate 

"  O 

of  the  next  paridi  where  they  are  taken  and 
thofe  that  bring  them  are  to  be  fatisfied  for 
their  trouble,  as  the  legillature  fhall  appoint  *. 
Tenthly,  That  all  negroes  taken,  fince  the 
railing  of  this  party  by  Captain  Cudjoe’s 
people,  fhall  immediately  be  returned.  Ele¬ 
venthly,  That  Captain  Cudjoe,  and  his  fuccef¬ 
fors,  dull  wait  on  his  Excellency,  or  the  Com¬ 
mander  in  Chief  for  the  time  beinoc  every 
year,  if  thereunto  required.  Twelfth,  That 
Captain  Cudjoe,  during  his  life,  and  the  cap- 

*  The  AfTembly  granted  a  premium  of  thirty  fliillings 
for  each  fugitive  have  returned  to  his  ovvner  by  the  Ma- 
roonsj  befides  expences. 
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tains  fucceeding  him,  iliall  have  full  power  to 

inflidt  any  punishment  they  think  proper  for 

crimes  committed  by  their  men  among  them- 

felves,  death  only  excepted  ;  in  which  cafe,  if 

the  Captain  thinks  they  deferve  death,  he  (hall 

be  obliged  to  bring  them  before  any  juStice  of 

the  peace,  who  {hall  order  proceedings  on 

their  trial  equal  to  thofe  of  other  free 

negroes.  Thirteenth,  That  Captain  Cudjoe* 

with  his  people,  iliall  cut,  clear,  and  keep 

open,  large  and  convenient  roads  from  Tre- 

lawney  Town  to  Westmorland  and  St. 

* 

James’s,  and  if  poffible  to  St.  Elizabeth’s. 
Fourteenth,  That  two  white  men,  to  be  no¬ 
minated  by  his  Excellency,  or  the  Com¬ 
mander  in  Chief  for  the  time  being,  Iliall 
constantly  live  and  refide  with  Captain  Cud- 
joe  and  his  fucceffors,  in  order  to  maintain 
a  friendly  correspondence  with  the  inhabitants 
of  this  ifland.  Fifteenth,  That  Captain 
Cudjoe  Shall,  during  his  life,  be  Chief  Com¬ 
mander  in  Trelawney  Town ;  after  his  de- 
ceafe  the  command  to  devolve  on  his  brother 
Captain  Accompong  ;  and  in  cafe  of  his  de- 
ceafe,  on  his  next  brother  Captain  Johnny  } 
and,  failing  him,  Captain  Cuffee  {hall  Succeed  5 
who  is  to  be  Succeeded  by  Captain  Quaco  5 
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and  after  all  their  demifes,  the  Governor,  or 
Commander  in  Chief  for  the  time  being, 
fh.dl  appoint,  from  time  to  time,  whom  he 
thinks  fit  for  that  command. 

In  tefiimony,  &c.  &c. 


//  . 
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SECTION  II. 

i”pn£  preceding  Sedlion  confifls  chiefly  of 
an  ex  trade  from  the  Hiftory  of  Jamaica, 
by  Edward  Long,  Efq.  publifhed  in  1774, 
whole  account  I  have  chofen  to  adopt,  rather 
than  offer  a  narrative  of  my  own  j  for  two  rea- 
ions,  firft,  becaufe  I  have  nothing  to  add,  con¬ 
cerning  the  origin  of  the  IVtaroons,  to  what 
Mr.  Long  has  fo  diftindlly  related  and,  le- 
condly,  becaufe  its  adoption  exempts  me 
from  all  lufpicion  of  having  fabricated  a 
tale,  calculated  to  juftify  certain  circum- 
flances  and  tranfadtions,  of  which  complaint 
was  made  in  the  Britifh  Parliament*,  and 
to  which  due  attention  fhall  hereafter  be 
paid.  In  the  meanwhile  I  fhall  take  up  and 
continue  the  fubjedt  where  Mr.  Long  left  it, 
beginning  with  forne  refledtions  on  the  li tui¬ 
tion,  charadter,  manners,  and  habits  of  life  of 
the  Maroon  negroes ;  and  thus  tracing  the 
caufe  of  their  late  revolt  to  its  origin. 

*  March  1796. 
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rhe  claufe  in  the  treaty,  by  which  thefe 
people  were  compelled  to  refide  within  cer¬ 
tain  boundaries  in  the  interior  country,  apart 
from  all  other  negroes,  was  founded,  probably, 
on  the  apprehenfion  that,  by  buffering  them 
to  intermix  with  the  negroes  in  flavery,  the 
example  which  they  would  thereby  conti¬ 
nually  prefent  of  fuccefsfu!  hoftility,  might 
prove  contagious,  and  create  in  the  minds  of 
uic  Haves  an  impatience  of  fubordination,  and 
a  difpolition  for  revolt :  but  time  has  abun¬ 
dantly  proved  that  it  was  an  ill-judged  and  a 
fatal  regulation.  1  he  Maroons,  inftead  of  being 
eitabiiihed  into  feparate  hordes  or  communi¬ 
ties,  in  the  ftrongeft  parts  of  the  interior  coun¬ 
try,  ihould  have  been  encouraged  by  all  pof- 
lible  means  to  frequent  the  towns  and  to  in¬ 
termix  with  the  negroes  at  large.  All  diftinc- 
tion  bctu  een  the  lviaroons  and  the  otiier  ffee 
blacks  would  foon  liave  been  ioft ;  the  greater 
number  would  have  prevailed  over  the  lefs  : 
whereas  the  policy  of  keeping  them  a  diftinct 
Pw^plt->  continually  inured  to  arms,  mtro— 
tiiiced  among  them  what  the  French  call  an 
'jl>rU  dc  ccrpSy  or  a  community  of  tcntiments 
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and  interefts :  and  concealing  from  them  the 
powers  and  refources  of  the  whites,  taught 
them  to  feel,  and  at  the  fame  time  highly  to 
overvalue,  their  own  relative  ftrength  and  im¬ 
portance. 

It  has  been  urged  againft  the  colonial  legif- 
lature,  as  another,  and  a  ftill  greater,  overfight, 
that  after  the  conclufion  of  the  treaty,  no 
manner  of  attention  was  given  to  the  im¬ 
provement  of  thele  ignorant  people  in  civi¬ 
lization  and  morals.  The  office  of  fuperin- 
tendant ,  it  has  been  faid,  and  I  believe  truly, 
was  commonly  beftowed  on  perfons  of  no 
education  or  confequence,  and  foon  became  & 
mere  fmecure .  Mr.  Long  obferved,  many 
years  ago,  that  the  Maroons  would  probably 
prove  more  faithful  allies,  and  better  fubjeds, 
if  pains  were  taken  to  inftil  into  their  minds  a 
few  notions  of  honefty  and  religion  ;  and  the 
eftablifhment  of  fchools,  and  the  eredion  of 
a  chapel  in  each  of  the  towns,  were  recom¬ 
mended,  as  meafures  of  indifpenfible  neceffity. 

That  thefe  obfervations  are  altogether  ill 
founded,  I  will  not  prefume  to  affirm.  Man, 
in  his  iavage  date,  in  all  parts  of  the  world, 

is 
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is  the  (lave  of  fuperflition  ;  and  it  is  the  duty 
and  policy  of  a  good  government  (let  its  fyf- 
tem  of  religion  be  what  it  may)  to  dired  the 
-weakneffes  of  our  fellow  creatures  to  the  pro¬ 
motion  of  their  happinefs.  The  Chriftian  is 
iiwt  only  the  bell;  fyifem  of  religion  calculated 
for  the  attainment  of  that  end,  but,  by  leading 

•t  •  ^ 

tne  mind  to  tne  knowledge  of  truth  and  im¬ 
mortality,  contributes  more  than  any  other  to 
amena  the  heart,  and  exalt  the  human  cha¬ 
racter.  It  is  a  fyftem  of  humility,  meeknefs, 
and  loving  kindnefs  :  and  although  we  ihould 
admit,  with  the  eloquent  hiftorian  of  the  Ro¬ 
man  Empire  *,  that  “  the  fuperftitions  of 
Paganilfn  always  bore  the  appearance  of  plea- 
iure,  and  oiten  of  virtue  we  niuft,  at  the 
fame  time,  allow  that  they  afforded  no  con- 
folation  to  the  wretched  ;  they  ftirnilhed  but 
few  lelfons.  of  juftice,  and  none  of  forgive- 

-  O 

nefs  and  mercy  ! 

Of  thefe  high  and  important  truths  I  hope 
that  I  am  fully  fenlible.  Yet  I  cannot  fup- 
prefs  the  opinion  which  I  have  long  fince  en¬ 
tertained,  that  the  converlion  of  favage  men 
from  a  life  of  barbarity  to  the  knowledge  and 


*  Gibbon. 
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practice  of  Chriftianity,  is  a  work  of  much 
greater  difficulty  than  many  pious  and  excel¬ 
lent  perfons  in  Great  Britain  feem  fondly  to 
imagine. 

Concerning  the  Maroons,  they  are  in  ge¬ 
neral  ignorant  of  our  language,  and  all  of 
them  attached  to  the  gloomy  fuperftitions  of 
Africa  (derived  from  their  anceftors)  with 
fuch  enthiffiaftick  zeal  and  reverential  ardour, 
as  I  think  can  only  be  eradicated  with  their 
lives.  The  Gentoos  of  India  are  not,  I  con¬ 
ceive,  more  lincere  in  their  faith,  than  the  ne¬ 
groes  of  Guinea  in  believing  the  prevalence  of 
Obi,  and  the  fupernatural  power  of  their  Obeah 
men.  Gbftacles  like  thefe,  accompanied  with 
the  fierce  and  fordid  manners  which  I  ffiall 
prefently  defcribe,  few  clergymen  would,  I 
think,  be  pleafed  to  encounter,  left  they  might 
experience  all  the  fufferings,  without  acquir¬ 
ing  the  glory  of  martyrdom. 

Under  difadvantages  of  fuch  magnitude  was 
founded  the  firft  legal  eftabliffiment  of  our 
Maroon  allies  in  Jamaica.  Inured,  for  a  long 
feries  of  years,  to  a  life  of  warfare  within  the 
ifland,  it  is  a  matter  of  aftonifhment  that  they 
fubmitted,  for  any  length  of  time,  to  any  fyftem 
ef  fubordination  or  government  whatever.  It  is 

probable 
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probable  they  were  chiefly  induced  to  remain 
quiet  Dy  the  great  encouragement  that  was 
held  out  to  them  for  the  apprehending  fu™ 
gitive  Haves,  and  being  allowed  to  range  over 
the  uncultivated  country  without  interruption, 
poflefling  an  immenfe  wildernefs  for  their 
hunting  grounds.  Thefe  purfuits,  by  giving 
full  employment  to  the  reftlefs  and  turbulent 
among  them,  diverted  them  from  fchemes  of 
greater  enterprize  and  projects  of  mifchief. 
Their  game  was  the  wild  boar,  which  abounds 
in  the  interior  parts  of  Jamaica ;  and  the  Ma¬ 
roons  had  a  method  of  curing  the  HeHi  with¬ 
out  faking  it.  This  commodity  they  fre¬ 
quently  brought  to  market  in  the  towns  ;  and, 
with  the  money  ariiing  from  the  lale,  and  the 
rewards  which  they  received  for  the  delivery 
to  their  owners  of  runaway  Haves,  they  pur- 
chafed  falted  beef,  fpirituous  liquors,  tobacco, 
fire-arms,  and  ammunition,  fetting  little  or 
no  account  on  clothing  of  any  kind,  and 
regarding  as  fuperfluous  and  ufelefs,  mold  of 
thofe  things  which  every  people,  in  the  lowed: 
degree  of  civilization,  would  conlider  as  al- 
mofl  abfolutely  necelfary  to  human  exif- 
tence. 


Their 
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Their  language  was  a  barbarous  diffonance 
of  the  African  dialedts,  with  a  mixture  of  Spa- 
nifh  and  broken  Englifh ;  and  their  thoughts 
and  attention  feemed  wholly  engroffed  by 
their  prefent  purfuits,  and  the  obje&s  imme¬ 
diately  around  them,  without  any  reflections 
on  the  paft,  or  folicitude  for  the  future.  In 
common  with  all  the  nations  of  Africa,  they 
believed,  however,  as  I  have  obferved,  in  the 
prevalence  of  Obi  (a  fort  of  witchcraft  of 
moft  exteniive  influence)  and  the  authority 
which  fuch  of  their  old  men  as  had  the  repu¬ 
tation  of  wizards,  or  Obeah-men,  poffeiTed 
over  them,  was  fometimes  very  fuccefsfully 
employed  in  keeping  them  in  fubordination  to 
their  chiefs. 

Having,  in  the  refources  that  have  been 
mentioned,  the  means  of  procuring  food  for 
their  daily  fupport,  they  had  no  inclination 
for  the  purfuits  of  fober  induftry.  Their 
repugnance  to  the  labour  of  tilling  the  earth, 
was  remarkable.  In  fome  of  their  villages  I 
never  could  perceive  any  veftige  of  culture  ; 
but  the  fituation  of  their  towns,  in  fuch  cafes, 
was  generally  in  the  neighbourhood  of  plan¬ 
tations  belonging  to  the  whites,  from  the 

provifion 
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provifion-grounds  of  which  they  either  pur- 
chafed,  or  hole,  yams,  plantains,  corn,  and 
other  efculents.  When  they  had  no  fupply 
of  this  kind,  I  have  fometimes  obferved  fmall 
patches  of  Indian  corn  and  yams,  and  per¬ 
haps  a  few  draggling  plaintain  trees,  near 
their  habitations  ;  but  the  ground  was  always 
in  a  {hocking  hate  of  negledf  and  ruin. 

The  labours  of  the  field,  however,  fuch 
as  they  were  (as  well  as  every  other  fpecies  of 
drudgery)  were  performed  by  the  women,  who 
had  no  other  means  of  clearing  the  ground 
of  the  vaft  and  heavy  woods  with  which  it 
is  every  where  incumbered,  than  by  placing 
fire  round  the  trunks  of  the  trees,  till  they 
were  confumed  in  the  middle,  and  fell  by 
their  own  weight.  It  was  a  fervice  of  dan¬ 
ger  ;  but  the  Maroons,  like  all  other  favage 
nations,  regarded  their  wives  as  fo  many 
beads  of  burthen  ;  and  felt  no  more  concern 
at  the  lofs  of  one  of  them,  than  a  white 
planter  would  have  felt  at  the  lofs  of  a  bul¬ 
lock.  Polygamy  too,  with  their  other  African 
cultoms,  prevailed  among  the  Maroons  uni- 
verfally.  Some  of  their  principal  men  claim¬ 
ed  from  two  to  fix  wives,  and  the  miferies  of 

their 
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their  fituation  left  thefe  poor  creatures  neither 
leifure  nor  inclination  to  quarrel  with  each 
other. 

This  fpirit  of  brutality,  which  the  Maroons 
always  difplayed  towards  their  wives,  extend¬ 
ed  in  fome  degree  to  their  children.  The 
parental  authority  was  at  all  times  mo  ft 
hardily  exerted  ;  but  more  efpecially  towards 
the  females.  I  have  been  allured  that  it  was 
not  an  uncommon  circum dance  for  a  father, 
in  a  fit  of  rage  or  drunkennefs,  to  feize 
his  own  infant,  which  had  offended  him  by 
crying,  and  dafh  it  againft  a  rock,  with  a  de¬ 
gree  of  violence  which  often  proved  fatal. 
This  he  did  without  any  apprehenfion  of  pu- 
nifhmentj  for  the  fuperintendant,  on  fuch  oc- 
cafions,  generally  found  it  prudent  to  keep  his 
diftance,  or  be  filent.  Nothing  can  more 
ftrikingly  demonftrate  the  forlorn  and  abjedt 
condition  of  the  young  women  among  the 
Maroons,  than  the  circumftance  which  every 
gentleman,  who  has  vifited  them  on  feftive 
occafions,  or  for  the  gratification  of  curiofity, 
knows  to  be  true  j  the  offering  their  own 
daughters,  by  the  lirft  men  among  them, 
to  their  vifitors  j  and  bringing  the  poor  girls 

forward, 
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forward,  with  or  without  their  confent,  for  the 
purp  fe  of  proditution. 

Vifits  of  this  kind  (though  I  believe  not 
frequent)  were  indeed  but  too  acceptable  both 
to  the  Maroons  and  their  daughters  ;  for  they 
generally  ended  in  drunkennefs  and  riot. 
The  vifitors  too  were  not  onlv  fleeced  of  their 

j 

money,  but  were  likewife  obliged  to furnijlo  the 
feajl ,  it  being  indifpenfibly  neceflary,  on  fiich 
occafions,  to  fend  beforehand  wine  and  pro- 
vifions  of  all  kinds ;  and  if  the  gueds  expect¬ 
ed  to  fleep  on  beds  and  in  linen,  like  gentle¬ 
men,  they  mull  provide  thofe  articles  alfo  for 
themfelves.  The  Maroons,  however,  if  the 
party  confided  of  perfons  of  confequence, 
would  confider  themfelves  as  highly  honoured, 
and  would  fupply  wild  boar,  land-crabs,  pi¬ 
geons,  and  filh,  and  entertain  their  guefts  with 
a  hearty  and  boiflerous  kind  of  hofpitality, 
which  had  at  lead  the  charms  of  novelty  and 
Angularity  to  recommend  it. 

On  fuch  occafions,  a  mock  fight  always 
condituted  a  part  of  the  entertainment.  Mr. 
Long  has  given  the  following  defeription  of  a 
feene  of  this  kind,  which  was  exhibited  by 
the  Trela  wney-Town  Maroons,  in  the  prefence 

of 
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r>f  the  Governor,  in  1764.  “  No  fooner  (he 

obferves)  did  the  horn  found  the  fignal,  than 
they  all  joined  in  a  moft  hideous  yell,  or  war- 
hoopi  and  bounded  into  action.  With  amass¬ 
ing  agility  they  ran,  or  rather  rolled,  through 
their  various  firings  and  evolutions.  This 
part  of  their  exercife,  indeed,  more  juftly 
deferves  to  be  fiiled  evolution  than  any  that  is 
pradtifed  by  the  regular  troops ;  for  they  fire 
hooping  almoh  to  the  very  ground  ;  and  no 
fooner  is  the  piece  difcharged,  than  they 
throw  themfelves  into  a  thoufand  antiek  ges¬ 
tures,  and  tumble  over  and  over,  fo  as  to  be 
continually  Ihifting  their  place  ;  the  intention 
of  which  is  to  elude  the  Ihot,  as  well  as  to 
deceive  the  aim  of  their  adverfaries,  which 
their  nimble  and  almoll:  inftantaneous  change 
of  polition  renders  extremely  uncertain. 
When  this  part  of  their  exercife  was  over, 
they  drew  their  fwords ;  and  winding  their 
horn  a?ain,  began,  in  wild  and  warlike  gef- 
tures,  to  advance  towards  his  Excellency, 
endeavouring  to  throw  as  much  lavage  fury 
into  their  looks  as  pollible.  On  ap¬ 
proaching  near  him,  feme  waved  their  rufty 
blades  over  his  head,  then  gently  laid  them 

upon 
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upon  it ;  vvhilft  others  clafhed  their  arms  to¬ 
gether  in  horrid  concert.  They  next  brought 
their  mufkets,  and  piled  them  up  in  heaps  at 
his  feet,  &c.  See." 

With  all  this  teeming  fury  and  affedled 
braveryr,  however,  I  fufpedt  that  they  are  far 
below  the  whites  in  perfonal  valour.  Their 
mode  of  fighting  in  real  war,  is  a  fyflem  of 
ilratagem,  bufh-fighting,  and  ambufeade.  I 
will  not,  indeed,  affirm  that  fuch  a  fyflem 
alone,  though  it  dilplays  no  proof  of  courage, 
is  ablolutely  evidence  to  the  contrary.  I  be¬ 
lieve  it  is  the  natural  mode  of  attack  and  de¬ 
fence,  and  that  the  pradlice  of  open  war, 
among  civilized  nations,  is  artificial  and  ac¬ 
quired.  It  is  rather  from  their  abominable  and 
habitual  cruelty  to  their  captives,  and,  above 
all,  to  women  and  children,  and  from  the 
fhameful  and  fhocking  enormities  which  they 
pradhle  on  the  dead  bodies  of  their  enemies; 
that  I  infer  the  deficiency  ox  the  Maroons,  in 
the  virtue  of  true  courage.  In  their  treat¬ 
ment  of  fugitive  Haves,  they  manifeft  a 
blood-thirflinels  of  difnofition,  which  is 
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otherwife  unaccountable  ;  for,  although  their 
vigilance  is  flimulated  by  the  profpedl  of  re¬ 
ward, 
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Ward,  they  can  have  no  pofTible  motives  of 
revenge  or  malice  towards  the  unfortunate  ob¬ 
jects  of  their  purfuit :  yet  it  is  notorioufly 
true,  that  they  wifh  for  nothing  more  than  a 
pretence  to  put  the  poor  wretches  to  death ; 
frequently  maiming  them  without  provoca¬ 
tion  ;  and,  until  mile-money  was  allowed  by 
the  legiflature,  oftentimes  bringing  home  the 
head  of  the  fugitive,  inftead  of  the  living  man* 
making  the  plea  of  refiftance  an  excufe  for 
their  barbarity. 

In  the  year  1760,  an  occafioft  occurred  of 
putting  the  courage,  fidelity,  and  humanity 
of  thefe  people  to  the  teft.  The  Koromantyn 
flaves,  in  the  parifh  of  St.  Mary,  rofe  into 
rebellion,  and  the  Maroons  were  called 
upon,  according  to  treaty,  to  co-operate  in 
their  fuppreffion.  A  party  of  them  accord¬ 
ingly  arrived  at  the  fcene  of  adfion,  the  fecond 

or  third  day  after  the  rebellion  had  broken 

,  ^ 

out.  The  whites  had  already  defeated  the 
infurgents,  in  a  pitched  battle,  at  Hey  wood- 
Hally  killed  eight  or  nine  of  their  number, 
and  driven  the  remainder  into  the  woods. 
The  Maroons  were  ordered  to  purfue  them, 
and  were  promifed  a.  certain  reward  for  each 

rebel 
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rebel  they  might  kill  or  take  prifoner.  They 
accordingly  puihed  into  the  woods,  and  after 
rambling  about  for  a  day  or  two,  returned 
with  a  collection  of  human  ears,  which  they 
pretended  to  have  cut  off  from  the  heads  of 
rebels  they  had  flam  in  battle,  the.  particulars 
of  which  they  minutely  related.  Their  re¬ 
port  was  believed,  and  they  received  the 
money  flipulated  to  be  paid  them;  yet  it  was> 
afterwards  found  that  they  had  not  killed  a 
man ;  that  no  engagement  had  taken  place, 
and  that  the  ears  which  they  had  produced, 
had  been  fevered  from  the  dead  bodies  which 
had  lain  unburied  at  Hey  wood- Hall. 

.  borne  few  days  after  this,  as  the  Maroons,, 
and  a  detachment  of  tne  74th  regiment,  were 
ftationed  at  a  folitary  place,  lurrounded  by 
deep  woods,  cadet*.  Downs  s  C'ove,  they  were 
fuddenly  attacked  in  the  middle  of  the  nisrht 

O 

by  the  rebels.  The  centinels  were  fliot,  and 
the  huts  in  which  the  fbldiers  were  lodged, 
were  fet  on  fire.  ’The  light  of  the  flames,, 
while  it  expofed  the  troops,  ferved  to  conceal 
the  rebels,  who  poured  in  a  fnower  of  muf- 
quetry  from  all  quarters,  and  many  of  the: 
fbldiers  were  ilain.  Major  Forfyth,  who 


(  xxxv  it  ) 


commanded  the  detachment,  formed  his 
men  into  a  fquare,  and  by  keeping  up  a  brifk 
•fire  from  all  fides,  at  length  compelled  the 
enemy  to  retire.  During  the  whole  of  this 
affair  the  Maroons  were  not  to  be  found,  and 
Forfyth,  for  fome  time,  fufpedled  that  they 
were  themfelves  the  aflailants.  It  was 
•diicovered,  however,  that  immediately  on 
the  attack,  the  whole  body  of  them  had 
thrown  themfelves  flat  on  the  ground,  and 
•continued  in  that  pofition  until  the  rebels 
retreated,  without  firing  or  receiving  a 
•fhot. 

A  party  of  them,  however,  had  afterwards 
the  merit  i(a  merit  of  which  they  loudly 
boafted)  of  killing  the  leader  of  the  rebels. 
He  was  a  young  negro  of  the  JCoromantyn 
nation,  named  Tackey,  and  it  was  faid  had 
been  of  free  condition,  and  even  a  chieftain, 
in  Africa.  This  unfortunate  man,  having 
feen  moft  of  his  companions  Slaughtered,  was 
difcovered  wandering  in  the  woods  without 
arms  or  clothing,  and  was  immediatly  -pur- 
fued  by  the  Maroons,  in  fuH  cry.  The  chafe 
was  of  no  long  duration ;  he  was  lhot  through 
the  head  3  and  it  is  painful  to  relate,  but  un- 

c  3  queftionably 
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queftionably  true,  that  his  favage  purfuers, 
having  decollated  the  body,  in  order  to  preferve 
the  head  as  the  trophy  of  victory,  roafted  and 
actually  devoured  the  heart  and  entrails  of  the 
•wretched  victim  !  *  , 

The  mifcondudt  of  thefe  people  in  this  re¬ 
bellion,  whether  proceeding  from  cowardice 
or  treachery,  was,  however,  overlooked.  Li¬ 
ving  fecluded  from  the  reft  of  the  community, 
they  were  fuppofed  to  have  no  knowledge  of 
the  rules  and  reftraints’to  which  all  other  dalles 
of  the  inhabitants  were  fubjed  ;  and  the  vigi¬ 
lance  of  juftice  (notwithftanding  what  has 
recently  happened)  feldom  purfued  them, 
even  for  offences  of  the  moft  atrocious 

f 

nature. 

In  truth,  it  always  teemed  to  me,  that  the 
whites  in  general  entertained  an  opinion  of  the 

*  The  circumftances  that  I  have  related  concerning  the 
conduit  of  the  Maroons,  in  the  rebellion  of  1760,  are 
partly  founded  on  my  own  knowledge  and  peifonal  obfer- 
vation  at  the  time  (having  been  myfelf  prefent;)  or  from 
the  telthnony  of  eye  witnehes,  men  of  character  and  pro¬ 
bity.  The  fhocking  faft  laft  mentioned  was  attefted  by 
feveral  white  people,  and  was  not  attempted  to  be  denied  or 
concealed  by  the  Maroons  thcmfclves.  They  feemed  in¬ 
deed  to  make  it  the  fubjeit  of  boafting  and  triumph. 

ufe- 
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ufefulnefs  of  the  Maroons ;  which  no  part  of 
their  condud,  at  any  one  period,  confirmed, 
— Poffibly  their  perfonal  appearance  contri¬ 
buted,  in  fome  degree,  to  preferve  the  delufion ; 
for,  favage  as  they  were  in  manners  and  di£- 
pofition,  their  mode  of  living  and  daily  pur- 
fuits  undoubtedly  ftrengthened  the  frame,  and 
ferved  to  exalt  them  to  great  bodily  perfec¬ 
tion,  Such  fine  perfons  are  ieldom  beheld 
among  any  other  clals  of  African  or  native 
blacks.  Their  demeanour  is  lofty,  their  walk 
firm,  and  their  perfons  ered,  Every  motion 
difplays  a  combination  of  lirrength  and  agi¬ 
lity.  The  mufcles  (neither  hidden  nor  de- 
prefied  by  clothing)  are  very  prominent,  and 
flrongly  marked.  Their  fight  withal  is  won¬ 
derfully  acute,  and  their  hearing  remarkably 
quick.  Thefe  charaderifticks,  however,  are 
common,  I  believe,  to  all  favage  nations,  in 
warm  and  temperate  climates  ;  and,  like  other 
favages,  the  Maroons  have  thole  fenfes  only 
perfed,  which  are  kept  in  conftant  exercife. 
Their  fmell  is  obtufe,  and  their  tafte  fo  de- 
depraved,  that  I  have  feen  them  drink  new 
rum  frefh  from  the  Hill,  in  preference  to 
.wine  which  I  offered  them  3  and  I  remem- 

c  4  her. 
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b^r,  at  a  gieat  feftival  in  one  of  their  towns^ 
which  I  attended,  that  their  highcft  luxury, 
in  point  of  food,  was  fome  rotten  beef  which 
had  been  originally  faked  in  Ireland,  and  was 
probably  prefented  to  them,  by  fome  perfoa 
who  knew  their  take,  becaufe  it  was  putrid. 

Such  was  the  htuation  of  the  iVFaroon  Ne** 
groes  of  Jamaica,  previous  to  their  late  re« 
volt ;  and  the  picture  which  I  have  drawn 
of  their  character  and  manners,  was  deline¬ 
ated  fiom  the  life,  after  long  experience  and 
obfervatiom  Of  that  revolt  I  fhall  now 
proceed  to  defcribe  the  caufe,  progrefs,  and 
termination  ;  and,  if  I  know  myfelf,  without 
partiality  or  prejudice  *. 

*  k  Should  not  be  omitted,  that  of  late  years  a  pradHcp 
has  umvei  Tally  prevailed  among  the  Maroons  (in  imitation 
or  the  other  free  blacks)  of  attaching  themielves  to  differ- 
ent  families  among  the  Englifh ;  and  dehring  gentlemen  of 

confidcration  to  allow  the  Maroon  children  to  bear  their 

» 

names.  Montague  James,  John  Palmer,  Tharp,  Jarrett, 
Parkinfon,  Shirley,  White,  and  many  others,  are  names 
adopted  in  this  way ;  and  I  think  great  advantages  might  be 
derived  from  it  if  properly  improved. 
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SECTION  III. 

the  month  of  July  1 795’  two  Maroons, 

■  from  Trelawney-Town,  having  committed 
a  felony  in  dealing  feme  pigs,  were  apprehend¬ 
ed,  fent  to  Montego  Bay,  and  there  tried  for 
the  offence  according  to  law.  Having  been 
found  guilty  by  the  jury,  the  magiftrates  or¬ 
dered  each  of  them  to  receive  thirty-nine 
iafhes  on  the  bare  back.  The  lentence  was 
executed  accordingly.  They  were  whipped 
in  the  workhoufe,  by  the  black  overfeer  of 
the  workhoufe  negroes ;  the  perfon  whofe 
office  it  is  to  inflidt  puniihment  on  fuch  occa- 
Jions.  The  offenders  were  then  immediately 
difeharged;  and  they  went  off,  with  fome  of 
their  companions,  abufing  and  infulting  every 
white  perfon  whom  they  met  in  the  road. 

On  their  return  to  Trelawney-Town,  and 
giving  an  account  of  what  had  paffed,  the 
whole  body  of  Maroons  immediately  afiem- 
bled  ;  and  after  violent  debates  and  alterca¬ 
tions  among  themfelves,  a  party  of  them  re¬ 
paired  to  Captain  Crafkell,  the  fuperinten- 
dant,  and  ordered  him,  in  the  name  of  the 

whole. 
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whole,  to  quit  tlie  town  forthwith,  under 
pain  or  death.  He  retired  to  Vaughan’s- 
•field,  a  plantation  in  the  neighbourhood  ;  and 
cxertecl  himfeb,  by  friendly  meflages  and 
otherw  lie,  to  pacify  the  iVXaroons ;  but  with¬ 
out  effect.  1  hey  lent  a  written  defiance  to 
the  magiftrates  of  Montego  Bay,  declaring 
their  intention  to  meet  the  white  people  in 
.arms,  and  threatening  to  attack  the  town  on 
.the  20th  of  that  month  (July).  In  the 
mean  while  an  attempt  was  made  on  Cap¬ 
tain  Crailcell  s  life,  and  he  very  narrowly 
efcaped. 

Alarmed  by  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  and 
the  intelligence  which  was  received  of  the 
temper  and  difpolition  of  the  Maroons,  the 
magi  Urates  applied  to  General  Palmer,  re¬ 
queuing  him  to  callout  the  militia;  which 
was  done ;  and  the  General  fent  an  exprefs 
to  the  Earl  of  Balcarres,  in  Spaniih-Town, 
praying  his  Lorcllhip  to  lend  down  a  detach¬ 
ment  of  the  Jamaica  dragoons.  Eighty  men 
were  accordingly  fent,  well  accoutred  ’  and 
mounted. 

J  he  militia  a/lembJed  on  the  19th  of  July, 
to  the  number  of  four  hundred ;  and  while 
,  8  they 
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thev  were  waiting  for  orders,  one  or  the 
Maroons,  armed  with  a  lance,  made  his  ap¬ 
pearance,  and  informed  the  commanding 
officer,  that  they  wiffied  to  have  a  conference 
in  Trelawney-Town,  with  John  Tharp,  Efq. 
(the  Cuftos  and  Chief  Magiftrate  of  cre- 
lawney)  Meffrs.  Stewart  and  Hodges,  the 
Members  in  the  Affembly,  and  Jarvis  Gal- 
limore,  Elq.  Colonel  of  the  Militia. 

As  this  meffage  teemed  to  mamfeft  a  dil~ 
inclination,  on  the  part  of  the  chief  body  of 
the  Maroons,  to  proceed  to  hofhlities,  the 
gentlemen  above  named  very  readily  accepted 
the  invitation,  and  proceeded  to  the  town  the 
next  day  (the  20th).  They  were  accompa¬ 
nied  by  Colonel  Thomas  Reed,  of  the  St. 
James’s  militia,  a  very  diftinguifhed  and  gal¬ 
lant  officer,  and  a  naan  of  the  higheft  ho¬ 
nour  and  character,  by  other  perfons  of  con¬ 
sideration  5  and  aiio  by  Major  James,  whofe 
fon  had  formerly  abted  as  fuperintendant  01 
the  town,  who  was  himielf  fuperintendant- 
general  of  all  the  Maroon  towns  in  the  ifland, 
and  was  fuppofed  to  have  more  weight  and 
to  poffefs  greater  influence  with  the  Maroons, 
than  any  other  man  in  the  pountiv. 


The 
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I  ne  Maroons  received  them  under  arms, 

•  here  appeared  about  three  hundred  able 
.men,  all  of  whom  had  painted  their  faces  for 
battle,  andfeemed  ready  for  action  ;  and  they 
behaved  with  fo  much  infolence,  that  the 
gentlemen  were  at  fir  ft  exceedingly  alarmed 
for  their  own  fa fety.  A  conference  however 
•enfued ;  in  which  it  was  obfervable  that  the 
Maroons  complained — not  of  the  injuflice  or 
severity  of  the  panifhment  which  had  been 
dnflified  on  two  of  their  companions  j  but— of 
the  .difgrace  which  they  infilled  the  magi- 
flrates  of  Montego  Bay  had  put  on  their 
■whole  body,,  by  ordering  the  punifhment  to 
he  infiided  in  the  workhoufe  by  the  black 
-overfeernr  driver,  and  in  the  prefence  of  fugi¬ 
tive  and  felon  negroc  Haves,  many  of  whom  they 
had  them fe Ives  apprehended*.  They  con¬ 
cluded  by  demanding  reparation  for  this  in- 
dignity  j  an  addition  to  the  lands  they  pof- 

*  It  certainly  is  to  be  wilhed,  that  fome  little  attention  had 
been  pmd,  by  the  magnates,  to  the  pride  or  the  prejudices  of 
tlte  Maroons  in  this  refpeft.  The  law  however  is  wholly  fdent 
on  this  head,  and  the  court  had  a  right  to  cxercife  its  diferetion, 
i  uc  punifhment,  and  the  mode  of  adminiftring  it,  were  Uridlly 

legal ;  and  a  white  offender  in  a  fimilar  cafe  would  .have  been 
whipped  by  the  fame  man. 


fefled. 
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felled,  the  difmiflion  of  Capt.  Crafkell,  and 
the  appointment  of  Mr.  James,  their  former 

fuperintendant. 

The  gentlemen  had  certainly  no  authority 
to  agree  to  any  of  thefe  requisitions ;  they 
prom i fed  however  to  date  their  grievances- 
to  the  commander  in  chief,  and  to  recom¬ 
mend  to  the  legislature  to  grant  them  an  ad- 
dition  of  land.  In  the  meanwhile,  they  af- 
fured  the  Maroons  they  would  requeft  the 
Governor  to  provide  otherwife  for  Capt. 
Cra  Skill  their  fuperintendant,  and  to  re-ap¬ 
point  in  his  room  their  favourite  Mr.  James. 
With  thefe  aiTu ranees  the  Maroons  feemed 
pacified,  and  declared  they  had  nothing  further 
to  afk  ;  and  the  gentlemen,  having  dillributed 
a.  considerable  fum.  of  money  amongft  them, 
returned  to  Montego  Bay. 

It  foon  appeared  however,  that  the  Ma¬ 
roons,  in  defiring  this  conference,  were  ac¬ 
tuated  folely  by  motives  of  treachery.  They 
were  apprized  that  a  fleet  of  150  Ships 
was  to  fail  tor  Great  Britain  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  26th ;  and  they  knew  that 
very  few  British  troops  remained  in  the 
Ifland,  except  the  83d  regiment,  and  that 
this  very  regiment  was,  at  that  juncture, 

under 
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under  orders  to  embark  for  St.  Domingo) 
they  hoped,  therefore,  by  the  fpecious  and 
delufive  appearance  of  defiring  a  conference, 
to  quiet  fufpicion,  until  the  July  fleet  was 
failed,  and  the  regulars  fairly  departed.  In 
the  meanwhile,  they  pleafed  themfelves  with 
the  hope  of  prevailing  on  the  negroe  flaves 
throughout  the  Ifiand  to  join  them ;  and  by 
riling  in  a  mafs,  to  enable  them  to  extermi¬ 
nate  the  whites  at  a  blow. 


The  very  day  the  conference  was  held,  they 


began  tampering  with  the  negroes  on  the  nu¬ 
merous  and  extenfive  plantations  in  the  neiph- 
bourhood  of  Montego  Bay  *.  On  fome  of  thefe 
plantations  their  emiflaries  were  cordially 
received  and  fecreted :  on  others,  the  flaves 
th  emfelves  voluntarily  apprized  their  over- 
leers,  that  the  Maroons  were  endeavouring  to 


feduce  them  from  their  allegiance.  Infor¬ 
mation  of  this  nature  was  tranfmitted  from 
many  refpedtable  quarters;  but  mod  of  the 
gentlemen  who  had  vilited  the  Maroons  on 
the  20th,  were  fo  confident  of  their  fidelity 
and  af eel  ion,  that  the  Governor,  dilbelieving 


*  Trelawney  Town  is  fituated 
and  harbour  of  Montego  }■;. y. 


within  20  miles  of  the  town 


the 


(  xlvii  } 


flic,  charges  again  ft  them,  was  prevailed  on  to- 
let  the  troops  embark  as  originally  intended, 
and  they  actually  failed  from  Port  Royal  on. 
the  morning  of  the  29th,  under  convoy  of  the 
Succefs  Frigate. 

In  the  courfe  of  that,  and  the  two  fuc- 
ceeding  da\?s,  however,  fuch  intelligence  was 
received  at  the  King’s  houfe,  as  left  no  poffible 
room  to  doubt  the  treachery  of  thefe  faithful 
and  affeBionate  people  ;  and  the  Earl  of  Bal- 
carres,.  with  that  promptitude  and  decifion 
which  diftinguilh  his  char  after,  determined  on 
a  line  of  conduft  adapted  to  the  importance  of 
the  occafion.  The  courfe  from  Port  Royal 
to  St.  Domingo  (as  the  reader  is  perhaps  in¬ 
formed)  is  altogether  againft  the  wind,  and' 
there  is  fometimes  a  ftrong  lee  current;  as  was 
fortunately  the  cafe  at  this  iunfture. 
were  favourable  circumftances,  and  affor 
the  Governor  room  to  hope  that  the  trans¬ 
ports  which  conveyed  the  troops  might  pof- 
fihly  be  overtaken  at  :feas  by  a  fall:  failing; 

J  o 

boat,  from  the  tail  end  of  the  ifiand,  furnifh- 
ed  with  oars  for  rowing  in  the  night.  His 
Lord  lb  ip  was  not  midaken;  the  boat  which 
was  provided  came  up  with  them  on  the  2d 
of  A u guff,  off  the  north-eaft  end  of  [amaica. 
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and  delivered  orders  to  Captain  Pigot  of  the 
Succefs,  forthwith  to  change  his  courfe,  and 
proceed  with  the  tranfports  down  the  north 
fide  of  the  Ifland  to  Montego  Bay.  Captain 
Pigot  immediately  obeyed ;  and  by  this  happy 
accident  the  country  was  faved. 

The  83d  regiment,  confiding  of  upwards 
of  one  thoufand  efiedtive  men,  commanded  by 
Colonel  Fitch,  landed  at  Montego  Bay  on 
Tuefday  the  4th  of  Auguft.  At  this  moment, 
although  the  Militia  of  this  part  of  the  coun¬ 
try  were  under  arms,  and  had  been  joined  by 
the  detachment  of  light  dragoons,  the  utmoft 
anxiety  was  vifible  in  every  countenance. 
The  July  fleet  was  failed;  and  the  certainty 
that  the  Maroons  had  collected  great  quan¬ 
tities  of  arms  arid  ammunition,  and  that 
they  had  been  tampering  with  the  Haves, 
and  the  uncertainty  of  the  fuccefs  and  ex¬ 
tent  of  their  machinations,  had  call  a  gloom 
on  the  face  of  every  man  ;  and  while  rumours 


jf  plots  and  confpiracies  diftradted  the  minds 
>f  the  ignorant,  many  among  the  moll 
:houghtfui  and  coniiderate,  anticipated  all  the 
aorrors  of  St.  Domingo,  and  in  imagination 
il ready  beheld  their  houfes  and  plantations  in 
lames,  and  their  wives  and  children  bleeding 


under 
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under  the  fwords  of  the  molt  mercilefs  of 
alfaffins. 

The  fudden  and  unexpected  arrival  of  fo 

powerful  a  reinforcement,  in  the  moll  critical 

/ 

moment,  immediately  changed  the  feene. 
But  further  meafures  were  adopted.  By  the 
advice  of  a  council  of  war,  compofed  chiefly  of 
members  of  the  Alfembly,  the  Governor  put 
the  whole  Ifland  under  martial  law.  A  further 
reinforcement  of  1 30  well  mounted  dragoons 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  Sandford,  and 
a  detachment  of  100  men  of  the  6zd  regi¬ 
ment,  were  fent  down  on  the  3d :  Colonel  Wal¬ 
pole,  with  1 50  difmounted  dragoons,  embarked 
at  the  fame  time  for  Black  River,  to  command 
the  forces  in  St.  Elizabeth  and  Weltmoreland, 
and  on  the  morning  of  the  4th,  the  Governor 
himfelfleft  Spanilh  Town  for  Montego  Bay; 
determined  to  command  on  the  feene  of 
aCtion  in  perlbn. 

The  reader  will  ealily  conceive,  that  mea¬ 
fures  of  fuch  extent  and  magnitude  were  not 
adopted  folely  in  the  belief  that  the  Maroons 
alone  were  concerned.  It  muft  be  repeated, 
that  the  moll  certain  and  abundant  proofs  had 
been  tranfmitted  to  the  commander  in  chief, 

d  of 
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of  their  attempts  to  create  a  general  revolt  of 
the  cn (laved  negroes,  and  it  was  impoffible  to 
forefee  the  refult.  i  he  iituation  of  the  (laves, 
under  pi  evading  circumftances,  required  the 
mod: lerious  attention.  With  the  recent  example 
befoie  their  eyes  of  the  dreadful  infurredtion 
in  ot.  Domingo,  they  had  been  accuflomed, 
tor  the  preceding  feven  years,  to  hear  of  no¬ 
thing  but  Mr.  V/ilberforce,  and  his  efforts  to 
lervc  them  m  Oreat  Britain.  Means  of  informa¬ 
tion  were  not  wanting.  Inftrudlors  w'ere  coil- 
(fantly  found  among  the  black  fervants  conti¬ 
nually  returning  from  England;  and  I  have  not 
the  lmalleft  doubt  that  the  negroes  on  every 
plantation  in  the  Weld  Indies,  were  taught  to 
believe  that  their  mailers  were  generally  con- 
fidered  in  the  mother  country,  as  a  let  of 
oaious  and  abominable  miicreants,  whom  it 
was  laudable  to  maliacre  !  The  Society  in  the 
Old  Jewry  had  made  no  fcruple  to  avow  this 
dodtrine  in  its  fulleft  extent,  by  caufing  pam¬ 
phlets  to  be  diftributed  among  fuch  of  the  ne¬ 
groes  as  could  read,  and  medals  among  fuch  of 
them  as  could  not,  to  apprize  them  of  the 
wretchednefs  of  their  fituation,  and  to  allure 
them,  in  language  a:  d  tokens  well  fuited  to 

their 
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their  capacity,  that  infurreclion  was  their  duty, 
and  that  no  cruellies,  which  they  jhould  commit  in 
the  exercife  offuch  a  duty,  could  be  conjidered  as 
criminal  *. 

*  Having  mentioned  the  name  of  a  very  refpedable  gen¬ 
tleman  (Mr.  Wilberforce)  I  think  it  my  duty  to  declare,  that 
I  very  fincerely  acquit  him  of  any  fuch  atrocious  wi flies  or 
intentions  as  I  have  imputed  to  the  Society  in  the  Old  Jewry. 
With  regard  to  this  Society,  notwithftanding  their  publiefc 
declaration,  that  their  enorts  were  meant  only  to  put  a  period 
to  the  Slave  Trade,  and  by  no  means  to  interfere  with  the 
aHual  condition  of  the  enflaved  negroes  already  in  the  plan* 
fations,  I  do  aver,  that  they  purfued  a  line  of  conduit  di- 
redly  and  immediately  repugnant  and  contradictory  to  their 
own  profeffions.  In  many  of  the  pamphlets  and  trads 
which  they  caufed  to  be  diflributed  throughout  the  Sugar 
Colonies,  arguments  are  exprefsly  adduced,  in  language 
which  cannot  be  mifunderftood,  to  urge  the  negroes  to  nTe 
into  rebellion,  and  murder  their  matters.  In  one  of  thofe 
pamphlets,  entitled,  A  Letter  to  Granville  Sharpe,  Efq  from 
the  Rev.  Percival  Stockdale,  the  reverend  write, ,  aft" 
pouring  forth  his  earneil  prayers  for  a  fpeedy  infurredion  of 
the  enflaved  negroes  throughout  the  Britift  Weft  Indies 
exclaims  as  follows:  “  Should  we  not  approve  their  con- 
“  dud  in  their  violence?  Should  we  not  crown  it  with  eu- 
“  logIunb  ^  they  exterminate  their  tyrants  with  Are  and 
C<  ■  Should  they  even  deliberately  inflict  the  tmjl  ex- 

“  quiJiU  l°rtUreS  071  thcJe  Worth  ^ould  they  not  be  excufabk 
“  &C‘  &lc-”  l  h|c>  and  much  more  to  the  fame  purpofe,  is 
the  language  of  a  chriftian  divine,  addreffed  to  Granville 

Sharp ;  yet  1  do  not  hear  that  either  he,  or  Mr.  Sharp  is  in 

Bedlam  !  ^ 
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The  wifdom,  deciiion,  and  adtivity  of  th< 
Earl  of  Balcarres,  on  the  prefent  occafion,  de¬ 
feated  all  the  projects,  and  rendered  abortive 
all  the  h  opes  of  thefe  pefiilent  reformers. 
The  effect  of  his  Lordfhip’s  condudt  thence¬ 
forward,  on  the  minds  of  the  enOaved  negroes 
throughout  the  whole  country,  was  wonder¬ 
ful.  Submiffion,  tranquillity,  and  good  order 
prevailed  univerfally  among  them.  The  cir- 
cum fiance  attending  the  return  of  the  83d  re¬ 
giment,  induced  them  to  believe  that  Heaven 
itfelf  had  declared  in  favour  of  the  Whites, 
and  that  all  attempts  at  refiflance  were  not 
©nly  unavailing,  but  impious. 

The  M  arcons  themfeives  became  divided  in 
their  councils.  Many  of  the  old  and  experi¬ 
enced  among  them,  even  in  Trelawney  Town, 
the  head  quarters  of  fedition,  recommended 
peace  5  and  advifed  their  companions  to  pofl- 
pone  their  vengeance  to  a  better  opportunity j 
and  the  whole  of  the  Acompong  people  de¬ 
clared  in  favour  of  the  Whites.  It  was  deter¬ 
mined,  however,  by  a  very  great  majority  of 
the  Trelawney  Maroons,  to  Jight  the  Bucras 
(meaning  the  white  people).  This  was  their 


expreffion. 


The  violent  councils  of  the 

younger 
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younger  part  of  their  community  pi  evaded  ; 
mod:  of  whom  were  inflamed  with  a  degree 
of  fa v age  fury  againft  the  W  hites,  which  let  at 
nought  all  conflderations  of  prudence,  policy, 
and  humanity. 

The  Commander  in  chief,  however,  previous 
to  any  hoflile  movement,  determined  to  try 
once  more  to  effect  an  accommodation.  As  it 
was  evident  the  Maroons  coniulted  fome  per- 
fon  who  could  read  and  write,  his  Lordllhip,  on 
the  8th  of  August,  lent  into  then ‘town  a  writ¬ 
ten  meffage  or  fummons  in  the  following 
words ; 

To  the  Maroons  of  Trelawney  Town. 

“  You  have  entered  into  a  moil  unprovoked, 
ungrateful,  and  mod  dangerous  rebellion. 

“  You  have  driven  away  your  fuperinten- 
dant,  placed  over  you  by  the  laws  of  this 
country. 

“  You  have  treated  him,  your  Commander, 
with  indignity  and  contempt.  You  have  en¬ 
deavoured  to  maffacre  him. 

“  You  have  put  the  Magistrates  of  the 
country,  and  all  the  white  people,  at  defiance. 

d  3  “  You 
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^ou  have  challenged,  and  offered  thetn 
battle. 

“  You  have  forced  the  country,  which  has 
long  cherifhed  and  foffered  you  as  its  children, 
to  confider  you  as  an  enemy. 

“  Martial  law  has  in  confequence  been  pro¬ 
claimed. 

livery  pafs  to  your  town  has  been  occu¬ 
pied  and  guarded  by  the  militia  and  regular 
forces. 

‘  You  are  furrounded  by  thoufands. 

Look  at  Montego  Bay,  and  you  will  fee 
the  force  brought  againff  you. 

I  have  lftued  a  proclamation,  offering  a 
reward  for  your  heads  ;  that  terrible  edid  will 
not  be  put  in  force  before  Thurfday,  the  13th 
day  of  Auguff. 

“  Lo  avert  the fe  proceedings,  I  advife  and 
command  every  Maroon  of  Trelawney  Town, 
capable  of  bearing  arms,  to  appear  before  me 
at  Montego  Bay,  on  Wednefday  the  1  2th  day 
of  Auguff  infant,  and  there  fubmit  themfelves 
to  h  is  Majefly’s  mercy. 

On  fo  doing,  you  will  efcape  the  effedts  of 
the  dreadful  command,  ordered  to  be  put  into 
execution  on  Thurfday,  the  i  r th  Day  of  Au- 
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guft;  on  which  day,  in  failure  of  your  obe¬ 
dience  to  this  fummons,  your  town  ili all  be 
burnt  to  the  ground,  and  for  ever  deilroyed. 

“  And  whereas  it  appears  that  other  ne¬ 
groes,  befides  the  Maroons  of  i  relawny 
Town,  were  there  under  arms  on  the  day 
that  town  was  v  id  tod  by  John  Tharp,  Efq. 
and  feveral  other  magiftrates  of  the  pariih  of 
Trelawney,  you  are  ft  r  icily  commanded  and 
enjoined  to  bring  fuch,  ftranger  negroes  to 
Montego  Bay,  as  prifoners,  on  or  before  the 
before  mentioned  Wednefday,  the  12th  day 
of  Auguft  inftant. 

“  BALCARRES.” 

Apprehenlive,  however,  that  this  fumntons 
would  have  but  little  -  effeft,  the  Governor 
at  the  fame  time  gave  orders  that  the  regu¬ 
lars  and  militia  fhould  take  poffeftion  of  all 
the  known  paths  leading  to  Trelawney  Town 
from  the  furrounding  parifhes;  and  the  troops 
arrived  at  their  refpedlive  flations  early  on 
the  9th. 

On  the  morning  of  the  11th,  thirty-eight 
of  the  Trelawney  Maroons,  being  chiefly  old 
men,  furrendered  themielves  to  the  Gover¬ 
nor’s  mercy,  at  Vaughan’s-field,  and  frankly 

d  4  declared. 
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declared,  that,  with  regard  to  the  reft  of  the 
town,  they  were  determined  on  war.  “  The 
devil,  they  faid,  had  got  into  them”  and  no¬ 
thing  but  fuperiority  of  force  would  bring 
them  to  reafon. 

Two  of  the  thirty-eight  were,  however, 
tent  bacK:  to  try,  tor  the  laft  time,  if  perfua- 
fion  would  avail ;  but  they  were  detained  by 
the  left,  who,  having  fecreted  their  women 
and  childien,  pcifjed  the  Rubicon  the  enfuing 
night,  by  fetting  lire  themfelves  to  their  town, 
and  commencing  hoftilities  on  the  outpofts  of 
the  army.  The  attack  fell  chiefly  on  the  St. 
James  s  company  ot  free  people  of  colour,  of 
whom  two  were  killed  and  fix  wounded :  and 
thus  began  this  unfortunate  war. 

1  he  Maroons  immediately  afterwards  af- 
fembied  in  a  body,  near  a  fmall  village  which 
was  calied  their  New  Town,  behind  which 

were  their  provifion  grounds. - On  the 

afternoon  of  the  12th,  orders  were  given  to 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Sandiord  to  march  with 
a  detachment  of  the  iSth  and  20th  dragoons, 

o  7 

and  a  party  of  t be  horle  militia,  and  take 

poffeffion  of  thole  g  1  o u  1  xlii)  tile  la m e  evemn  g  , 
it  being  the  Governor’s  intention  to  attack 
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the  Maroons  at  the  fame  time,  in  front.  Co¬ 
lonel  Sandford  proceeded  accordingly,  accom¬ 
panied  by  a  body  of  volunteers ;  but  having  been 
informed  that  the  Maroons  had  retired  to  the 
ruins  of  their  old  town,  he  was  perfuaded.inftead 
of  waiting  at  his  poll  for  further  orders  from 
the  Governor,  to  proceed  beyond  his  limits,  and 
to  puffi  after  the  enemy ;  a  mod  unfortunate 
and  fatal  determination,  to  which  this  gallant 
officer,  and  many  valuable  men,  fell  a  facri- 
fice.  The  retreat  of  the  Maroons  from  the 
New  Town,  was  a  feint  to  draw  the  whites 
into  an  ambufcade,  which  unfortunately  luc- 
ceeded.  The  road  between  the  new  and  old 
towns  was  very  bad  and  very  narrow ;  and 
the  troops  had  marched  about  half  way,  the 
regulars  in  front,  the  militia  in  the  centre, 
and  the  volunteers  in  the  rear,  when  a  heavy 
fire  enfued  from  the  bullies.  Colonel  Sand- 
ford  was  among  the  firft  that  fell,  and  with 
him  perilhed  Quarter  Mailer  M‘Bride,  fix 
privates  of  the  20th,  and  eight  of  the  18th 
light  dragoons.  Of  the  militia,  thirteen  were 

o  o 

11a in  outright,  and,  among  the  reft,  the  com¬ 
manding  officer.  Colonel  Gallimore?  eight  of 
the  volunteers  alfo  Vvere  killed,  and  many  of  all 
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defcriptions  wounded.  The  troops,  however, 
pu (lied  forward,  and  drove  the  Maroons  from 
their  hiding  places,  and  after  a  night  of  un¬ 
paralleled  hardthip,  the  furvivors  got  back  to 
Vaughan  s-tleld  in  the  morning,  and  brought 

with  them  moll  of  their  wounded  com¬ 
panions*  . 

Thus  terminated  this  difallrous  and  bloody 
conrndt ;  in  which  it  was  never  known  with 
certainty,  that  a  tingle  Maroon  loll  his  life. 
Their  triumph  therefore  was  great,  and  many 
ol  the  beil  informed  among  the  planters,  in 
confequence  of  it,  again  anticipated  the  moll 
dreadful  impending  calamities.  So  general 
was  the  alarm,  that  the  Governor  thought  it 
necelfary,  in  a  proclamation  which  he  ilfued 


*  Among  the  ofheers  of  the  Militia  who  efcaped  on  this 
occafion,  was  my  late  excellent  and  lamented  friend  Gsortrc 
Goodin  Barrett .  He  was  attended  on  that  day  by  a  favourite 
Negro  Servant ;  cf  whom  it  is  related  that,  durino-  the  hrit 
attack,  perceiving  a  Maroon  from  behind  a  tree  prefent  his 
gun  at  his  beloved  mailer,  he  inftantly  rufhed  forward  to 
protedl  him,  by  interpofing  his  own  perfon  ;  and  aftually  re¬ 
ceived  the  fhot  in  his  breail.  I  rejoice  to  add,  that  the 
wound  was  not  mortal,  and  that  the  poor  fellow  has  been 
rewarded  as  he  deferved,  for  filch  an  inflance  of  heroic 
fidelity  as  hiftory  has  feldom  recorded.  Yet  this  man  was. 

*  y 

what  is  called,  a  Slave* 
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on  the  occafion,  to  make  publick  the  orders  he 
had  given  to  Colonel  Sandford,  and  to  declare 
in  exprefs  terms,  that  if  the  detachment  under 
that  officer’s  command  had  remained  at  the 
poll;  which  he  was  directed  to  occupy,  the  Ma¬ 
roons,  in  all  probability,  would  have  been 
compelled  to  furrender  themfelves  prifoners  of 
war.  “  Soldiers  will  learn  from  this  fatal 
leffion  (adds  his  Lordfhip  moft  truly)  the  in- 
difpenfible  neceffity  of  ftridlly  adhering  to 
orders.  An  excefs  of  ardour  is  often  as  pre¬ 
judicial  to  the  accomplilhment  of  any  mili¬ 
tary  enterprize,  as  cowardice  itfelf.” — The 
truth  was,  that  the  whole  detachment  held 
the  enemy  in  too  great  contempt.  They 
marched  forth  in  the  confidence  of  certain 
victory,  and  never  having  had  any  experience 
of  the  Maroons  mode  of  fighting  difregarded 
the  advice  of  fome  faithful  negro  attendants, 
who  apprized  them  of  it.  Happily  the  clafs  of 
people  on  whom  the  Maroons  relied  for  fup- 
port  remained  peaceably  difpofed  ;  nor  did  an 
inftance  occur  to  raife  a  doubt  of  their  conti¬ 
nuing  to  do  fo. 

By  the  death  of  Sandford,  the  command, 
in  the  Governor’s  abfence,  devolved  on  Co¬ 
lonel  Fitch,  an  officer  whofe  general  deport- 
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ment  and  character  excited  great  exp  elation ; 
but  the  Maroons  found  means  to  elude  his 
vigilance.  They  had  now  eftabliffied  their  head 
quarters  at  a  place  in  the  interior  countrv, 
of  molt  difficult  accefs,  called  the  Cockpits ; 
a  fort  of  valley  or  dell,  furrounded  by  fteep 
precipices  and  broken  rocks,  and  by  mountains 
of  prodigious  height;  in  the  caverns  of  which 
they  had  fecreted  their  women  and  children, 
and  depofited  their  ammunition.  From  this 
retreat  (almofl  inacceffible  to  any  but  them- 
felves)  they  fent  out  fmall  parties  of  their 
ablefi:  and  mod:  enterprizing  young  men, 
fome  of  which  were  employed  in  prowling 
about  the  country  in  fearch  of  proviiions,  and 
others  in  fetting  fire  by  night  to  fuch  hoafes 
and  plantations  as  were  unprovided  with  a 
fufficient  guard.  In  the  beginning  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  they  burnt  the  habitation  and  ffittle- 
ment  of  Mr.  George  Gordon,  called  Ken- 
mure ;  and  foon  afterwards  the  dwelling 
houfe  and  buildings  cl  a  coffee  plantation, 
called  Lapland  ;  the  proprietor  too  fuftained 
the  ftill  greater  lofs  of  thirty  valuable  negroes, 
whom  the  Maroons  compelled  to  go  with 
them,  loaden  with  plunder.  Another  plan¬ 
tation. 
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tation,  called  Catadupa,  was  deilroyed  by 
them  in  the  fame  manner,  and  ten  of  the 
negroes  carried  off.  About  the  fame  time, 
they  burnt  the  property  of  John  Shand,  Eiq. 
a  fettlement  belonging  to  Meflrs.  Stevens  and 
Bernard,  a  plantation  called  Bandon,  a  houfe 
of  a  Mr.  Lewis,  and  various  others. 

At  fome  of  thefe  places  feveral  white  people 
unfortunately  fell  into  then  hands,  all  of  whom 
were  murdered  in  cold  blood,  without  any 
diftindtion  of  fex,  or  regard  to  age.  Even 
women  in  childbed,  and  infants  at  the  bieaft, 
were  alike  indifcriminately  flaughtered  by  this 
favage  enemy  ;  and  the  fhneks  or  the  ’infera¬ 
ble  victims,  which  were  diftindtly  heard  at  the 
ports  of  the  Britifh  detachments,  frequently 
conveyed  the  firft  notice,  that  the  Maroons 
were  in  the  neighbourhood. 

The  fate  of  Mr.  Gowdie,  a  refpe&able  and 
venerable  planter,  who  lived  within  a  few  miles 
of  Trelawney  Town,  was  remarkable.  This 
gentleman,  having  a  better  opinion  of  the 
Maroons  than  they  deferved,  had  employed 
one  of  their  chief  men  to  adt  as  the  overfeer 
or  fuperintendant  of  his  plantation,  whom  he 

treated  with  lingular  kindnefs,  and  allowed 

♦ 

him 
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hua  the  fame  wages  as  would  have  been  paid 
to  a  white  perfon  in  the  fame  capacity.  Al- 
t  ough,  on  the  commencement  of  hoflilities 
this  man  had  joined  the  infurgents,  Mr.  Cow- 
ic  continued  to  place  a  fatal  dependance  on 
ius  fidelity,  and  was  induced  to  viiit  his  own 
p  antation,  as  often  as  his  neceffary  attendance 
on  military  duty  would  allow.  PJe  had  the 

1110(1  Perfea  confidence  that  his  Maro  n 
overfeer  would  interfere  to  protect  him  from 
danger;  yet  did  this  barbarous  villain  comehim- 
felf  tothe  houfe  of  his  benefactor,  at  the  head  of 
a  band  of  favages,  and  having  coolly  informed 
Mr.  Gowdie,  that  the  Maroons  had  taken  an 
oath,  after  their  manner,  to  murder  all  the 
whites  without  diftindtion,  he  mafl'acred  both 
him  and  his  nephew  (the  only  white  perfon 
With  him)  without  compunction  or  remorfe. 

I-ut,  perhaps,  no  one  circumftance  in  the 
courfe  of  this  moil  unfortunate  war  excited 
gi  eater  indignation,  or  awakened  more  gene - 

i  a;  lympathy,  than  the  death  of  Colonel  Fitch* 
who,  notwithftanding  the  recent  example  of 
Colonel  Sandford’s  fate,  perifhed  nearly  in  the 
lame  manner  as  that  unfortunate  officer  had 
dene;  being  like  him  furprifed  by  an  enemy 

in 
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in  ambufh.  On  the  12th  of  September,  he 
went  out  with  a  detachment  of  the  83d  regi¬ 
ment,  confiding  of  thirty-two  men,  to  re¬ 
lieve  lome  diftant  out-pods ;  at  one  of  which 
he  left  a  guard,  and  proceeded  onwards  with 
the  red  of  his  men ;  but  after  getting  about 
half  a  mile  further,  he  was  attacked  by  a 
volley  of  mufquetry  from  the  budies,  and  re¬ 
ceived  a  wound  in  the  bread,  with  which  he 
dropt.  After  expreffing  a  wifh,  and  receiving 
affurances,  that  he  fhould  not  fall  alive  into 

1 

the  hands  of  the  mercilefs  favages,  he  raifed 
hirnfelf  up,  when  another  ball  took  place  in 
his  forehead,  which  indantly  put  an  end  to 
his  life.  A  corporal  and  three  privates  of  the 
83d,  and  two  negro  fervants,  were  alfo  killed, 
and  Captain  Leigh  and  nine  of  the  party 
wounded ;  and  if  the  guard,  which  had  been 
left  behind,  had  not  pudied  forward  to  their 
abidance,  immediately  on  hearing  the  firing, 
not  one  of  the  whole  detachment  would  have 
efcaped  with  life ;  two  of  them  adtuallv  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  were  put 
to  death  with  circumftances  of  outrageous 
barbarity,  and  Captain  Leigh  afterwards  died 
of  his  wounds.  The  misfortune  of  this  day 
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was  aggravated  too  by  a  circumltance,  which, 
though  fhocking  to  relate,  rauft  not  be  omit¬ 
ted,  as  it  drongly  marks  the  bafe  and  fero¬ 
cious  character  of  the  Maroons.  When  the 
remains  of  Colonel  Fitch  were  found,  a  day 
or  two  afterwards,  by  a  party  fent  to  give 
them  the  rites  of  fepulture,  it  was  per¬ 
ceived  that  the  head  had  been  feparated  from 

the  body,  and  was  entombed  in  the  ill-fated 
officer  s  own  bowels  ! 

It  now  became  evident,  that  it  W'ould 
prove  a  work  of  greater  difficulty,  than  was 
imagined,  to  flop  the  depredations  which  were 
daily  and  hourly  committed  by  this  horde  of 
favages,  and  it  was  allowed  that  extraordinary 
meafures  were  neceflary  to  counteract  their 
condant  pra&ice  of  planting  ambufhes.  Nei¬ 
ther  the  courage  nor  conduct  of  the  bed  dis¬ 
ciplined  troops  in  the  world  could  always  avail 
againft  men,  who,  lurking  in  fecret  like  the 
tygers  of  Africa,  (themfelves  unfeen)  had  no 
objeCt  but  murder.  The  legiflative  bodies  of 
the  ifland  were  foon  to  meet,  and  the  hopes 
of  the  whole  community  reded  on  their 
councils. 


SEC- 
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h  SECTION  IV. 

r~|H  H  E  General  Affembly  was  convened 
1  the  latter  end  of  September,  and  their 
firft  deliberations  were  diredted  to  the  fub~ 
jedl  of  the  Maroon  rebellion,  with  a  folicitude 
equal  to  its  importance.  On  this  occalion  it 
was  natural  to  recur  to  the  experience  oi 
former  times,  dnd  enquire  into  the  meafures 
that  had  been  fuccefsfuily  adopted  in  the  long 
and  bloody  war,  which,  previous  to  the  treaty 
of  1738,  had  been  carried  on  againft  the 
lame  enemy.  The  expedient  which  had  then 
been  reforted  to,  of  employing  dogs  to  diicover 
the  concealment  of  the  Maroons,  and  prevent 
the  fatal  effedts  which  refulted  from  their  mode 
of  fighting  in  ambufcade,  was  recommended  as 
a  fit  example  to  be  followed  in  the  prefent 
conjundfure ;  and  it  being  known  that  the 
Spaniih  Americans  poffefled  a  certain  fpecies 
of  thofe  animals,  which  it  was  judged  would 
he  proper  for  fuch  a  fervice,  the  Affembly 
refolved  to  fend  to  the  ifland  of  Cuba  for 
one  hundred  of  them,  and  to  engage  a  fuff 
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ficient  number  of  toe  Spanifh  huntfmeri,  to’ 
attend  and  clireft  theiY  operations.  '  The  em¬ 
ployment  to  which  thefe  dogs  are  generally 
put  by  the  Spaniards,  is  the  purfuit  of  wild  : 
bullocks,  which  they  (laughter  for  the  hides  / 
and  the  great  ufe  of  the  dog  is  to  drive  the  ‘ 
cattle  from  fuch  heights  and  recedes  in  the 
mountainous  parts  of  the  country,  as  are  lead; 
acceflible  to  the  hunters. 

The  Affembly  were  not  unapprized  that 
the  meafure  of  calling  in  fuch  auxiliaries,  and 
urging  the  canine  fpecies  to  the  purfuit  of 
human  beings,  would  probably  give  rife  to 
much  obfervation  arid  animadverfion  in  the 
mother  country.  Painful  experience  on  other 
occafions,  had  taught  them,  that  their  con- 
dutfHn  the'  prefent  cafe,  would  he  ferutinized 
with  all  the  rigid  and  jealous  circumfpedtion, 
which  ignorance  and  hatred,  and  envy  and 
malice,  arid  pretended  humanity,  and  fanati- 

*  *  f  \  .  .4  *  , 

cifin,-  ccrald  exercife.  The  horrible  enarmi- 

...  ’  -  v-  . 
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ties  -of  the  Span  birds  hi  the  concjueft  of  the 
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new  -ivorld,  would  be  brought  again  to  re¬ 
membrance.  It  is  fnournfally  true,  that  dogs 
wrere  ufcd'by  ihofc'  fchrftikri  barbarians  a  gain  It 


peaceful  and  inoifcnfirc  Americans,  and  the 
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jud  indignation  of  all  mankind  has  ever  fihce 
branded,  and  will  continue  to  brand,  the 
Spanifh  nation  with  infamy,  for  fuch  atroci¬ 
ties.  It  was  ftirefeen,  and  ftrongly  urged  as 
an  argument  again  ft  recurring  to  the  fame 
weapon  in  the  prefent  cafe,  that  the  preju¬ 
dices  of  party,  and  the  virulent  zeal  of  reftlefs 
and  turbulent  men,  would  place  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  Aiiembly  on  this  occafionj,  in  a 
point  of  View  equally  odious  with  the  con- 
airi  on  the  fame  blood-^ftained  thea- 
tre,  in  -times  paft.  No  reafonable  allowance 

•-Vv  -  ‘  'i  ' 

would  be  made  for  the  wide  difference  ex- 
ifting  between  the  two  cafes.  Some  gentle- 
men  even  thought  that  the  co-operation  of 
dogs  With  Britifh  troops;  would  give  not 
only  a  cruel,  but  alfo  a  very  daftardly  com¬ 
plexion  to  the  proceedings  of  government. 

To  thefe,  and  fimilar,  objections  it  was  an- 
f we  red,  that  the  fafety  of  the  ifland,  and  the 
■  lives  of  the  inhabitants  were  not  to  be  facrificed 
to  the  apprehenfion  of  perverfe  mifconftruc- 
tion  or  wilful  mifreprefentation  in  the  mother 
country.  It  was  maintained  that  the  grounds  of 
the  meafure  needed  only  to  be  fully  examined 
into,  and  fairly  ftated,  to  induce  all  reafonable 
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men  to  admit  its  propriety  and  neeeffity.  To 
hold  it  as  a  principle,  that  it  is  an  ad  of  cruelty 
or  cowardice  in  man  to  employ  other  animals 
as  inftruments  of  war,  is  a  polition  contradided 
by  the  pradice  of  all  nations, — The  Aliaticks 
have  ever  ufed  elephants  in  their  battles ;  and 
if  lions  arid  tygers  poffefted  the  docility  of 
the  elephant,  no  one  can  doubt  that  thefe 
alfo  would  be  made  to  aflift  the  military  ope¬ 


rations  of  man,  in  thofe  regions  of  which  they 


are  inhabitants.  Even  the  ufe  of  cavalry,  as 
eftablilhed  among  the  moft  civilized  andpolifh- 
ed  nations  of  Europe,  muft  be  rejeded,  if  this 


principle  be  admitted  ;  for  wherein,  it  was 
afked,  does  the  humanity  of  that  dodrine- 
confift,  which  allows  the  employment  of 
troops  of  horfe  in  the  puriuit  oi  dricom  fitted 
and  flying  infantry  ;  yet  llninks  at  the  pre¬ 
ventive  rneaiure  of  Ipanng  tne  ciluiion  of 
human  blood,  by  tracing  with  hounds  the 
haunts  of  murderers,  and  roufing  from  am- 
hufli,  favages  more  ferocious  and  blood- thirily 
than  the  animals  which  track  them  ? 

The  merits,  of  the  qm  Aden,  it  was  laid, 
depended  altogether  on  the  origin  and  cattle 
of  the  war;  and  the  oiijeds  fougnt  to  be  ob¬ 
tained  by  its  continuance  ;  and  the  authoiity 

oi 
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©f  the  fir  ft  writers  on  publicic  law,  was  ad¬ 
duced  in  fupport  of  this  conftrudtion. :  “  If 
the  caufe  and  end  of  war  (lays  Paley*)  be 
juftifiable,  all  the  means  that  appear  necef- 
fary  to  that  end  are  jtrftiftable.  alio.  This 
is  the  principle  which  defends  thofe  extremi¬ 
ties  to  which  the  violence  of  war  uiualiy  pro¬ 
ceeds  :  for  ft  nee  war  is  a.  conteft  by  force 
between  parties  who  acknowledge  no  com¬ 
mon  fnperior,  and  ftnee  it  includes  not  in  its 
idea  the  fuppofition  of  any  convention  which 
fhould  place  limits  to  the  operations  offeree, 
it  has  naturally  no  boundary  but  that  in  which 
force  terminates ;  the  deflrudlion  of  the  life 
again  ft  which  the  force  is  direded.”  It  was 
allowed  (with  the  fame  author)  that  gratuitous 
barbarities  borrow  no  excufe  from  the  licence 
of  war,  of  which  kind  is  every  cruelty  and 
every  infult  that  ferv.es  only  to  exafperate  the 
fufferings,  or  to  incenfe  the  hatred  of  an  ene¬ 
my,  without  weakening  his  ftrength,  or  in 
any  manner  tending  to  procure  his  fuhmif- 
fion  ;  inch  as  the  daughter  of  captives,  the 
fubjedting  them  to  indignities  or  torture,  the 
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Violation  of  women,  and  in  general  -  the  de¬ 
finition  or  defacing  of  works  that  conduce 
nothing  to  annoyance  or  defence.  Xhefe  enor¬ 
mities  are  prohibited  not  only  by  the  practice 
of  civilized  nations,  but  by  the  law  of  nature 
xtielf ;  as  having  no  proper  tendency  to  accele¬ 
rate  the  termination,  oraccomplilh  the  objetf- 
of  the  war ;  and  as  containing  that  which  in 
peace  and  war  is  equally  unjuftifiable,  namely, 
ultimate  and.  gratuitous  mi/chief.  Now  all  thefe 
very  enormities  were  pradtifed,  not  by  the 
vVhites  again (l  the  Maroons,  but  by  the  Ma¬ 
roons  themfelves  again  ft  the  Whites,  Hu¬ 
manity  therefore,  it  was  faid,  was  no  way 
concerned  in  the  fort  of  expedient  that  was 
propofed,  or  any  other,  by  which  fuch  an 
enemy  could  moft  Ipeedily  be  extirpated. 

1  hey  were  not  an  unarmed,  innocent  and  de- 
tencelefs  race  of  men,  like  the  ancient  Ameri¬ 
cans;  but  a  banditti  of  afTaflins:  and  tendernefs 
towards  fuch  an  enemy,  was  cruelty  to  all  the 
reft  of  the  community. 

Happily,  in  the  interval  between  the  deter¬ 
mination  of  the  Aftembly  to  procure'  the  Spa- 
nifli  dogs,  and  the  adtual  arrival  ofthofe  aux¬ 
iliaries  from  Cuba,  fuch  meafures  were  pur- 
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filed  as  promifed  to  render  thsir  affiftance  al¬ 
together  unneceffary.— On  the  death  of  Colo¬ 
nel  Fitch,  the  chief  conduct  of  the  vvar,  in  the 
abfence  of  the  Governor,  was  ditpu(te<|  to 
Major  General  Walpole,  an  officer  whofe 
indefatigable  zeal  and  alacrity  j— whofe  gal- 
lanfry,  circumfjpeaion,  and  activity,  in  a  very 
Ihort  time  gave  a  new  afpe&  to  affairs,  and 
reduced  the  enemy  to  the  laft  extremity.  Al¬ 
though  the  country  to  which  the  Maroons 
retired,'  was  perhaps  the  flrongeft  and  mold 
im  practicable  of  any  pn  the  face  of  the  earth, 

.  «.  '  4.  '  v  'j :  ,  | 

'  it :  was  entirely  deftitute  of  fprings  and  rivers. 
All  the  water  which  the  rains  had  left  In  the 
h'ollb'Vvs  of  the  rocks  was  exhaufted,  and  the 

r  -n'  •  '  '  •  ’  f  Q  JOOC 

enemy's  only  refource  was  in  the  leaves  of  the 
‘ivifd-pitie a  wonderful  contrivance,  by  which 
Divine  Providence  has  rendered  the  fterile  and 
rockv  defarts  of  the  '  orrid  zone  in  fome  degree 
Habitable  *j  but  even  this  refource  was  at 

' e  4  length 


*  The  botanical  name  is  Ttllandjia  maxima .  It  is  not, 
properly  fpeaking,  a  tree  \  but  a  plant,  which  fixes  itfelf 
and  takes  root  on  the  body  of  a  tree,  commonly  in  the 
fork  of  the  greater  branches  of  the  wild  cotton'  tree.  By 
the  conformation  of  its  leaves,  it  catches  and  retains  wa- 
:  ter<  from  every  fhov/er.  Each  leaf  refcmbles  a  fpout,  and 
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length  exhausted,  and  the  bufferings  of  the 
rebels,  for  want  both  of  water  and  food,  were 
exceliive.  By  the  unremitting  diligence  and 
indefatigable  exertions  of  the  troops,  all  or 
molt  of  the  paffes  to  other  parts  of  the  coun¬ 
try  were  effectually  occupied;  and  a  perfeve- 
rance  in  the  fame  fyftem  mult,  it  was  thought, 
foon  force  the  enemy  to  an  unconditional  fur- 
render. 

In  fpite  of  all  thefe  precautions,  however, 
a  rebel  Captain  of  the  name  of  Johnfon,  found 
means  to  conduct  a  fmall  detachment  of  the 
Maroons  into  the  parifh  of  St.  Elizabeth,  and 
to  fet  fire  to  many  of  the  plantations  in  that 
fertile  diffridt.  His  fir  ft  attempt  was  againft 
the  habitation  of  a  Mr.  Mc  Donald,  whofe 
neighbour,  a  Mr.  Haldane,  together  with  his 
fon,  haftened  to  his  afiiffance.  The  elder 
Haldane  unfortunately  fell  by  a  mufket  ball, 
but  the  fon  fhot  the  Maroon  dead  that  fired  it, 
and  carried  his  wounded  father  in  his  arms  to 

forms  at  its  bale  a  natural  bucket  or  referyoir,  which 
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contains  about  a  pint  of  pure  water,  where  it  remains 
perfectly  fecure,  both  from  the  wind  and  the  fun  3  yield- 
ing  refrefhmcnt  to  the  thirdly  traveller  in  places  where 
water  is  not  other  wife  to  be  procured. 

a  place 
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a  place  of  fafety,  where  he  happily  recovered. 
_ The  Maroons  were  repulfed  ;  but  proceed¬ 
ing  to  a  plantation  of  Dr.  Brooks,  they  burnt 
the  buildings  tc  the  ground,  and  killed  two 
white  men  who  oppofcd  them.  They  leit 
however  a  white  woman  and  hei  lmant  tin— 
molefted ;  and  as  this  was  the  firft  inftance 
of  tendernefs  {hewn  by  the  rebels  to  women 
and  children,  it  was  imputed  rather  to  the 
confcioufnefs  of  their  inabiluy  to  continue  the 
war,  and  the  hopes  of  getting  better  terms  on 
a  treaty  by  this  act  of  lenity,  titan  to  any  cnange 
in  their  difpoiiticn. 

The  Earl  of  Balcarres,  as  loon  as  the  bufx- 
nefs  of  the  Affembly  would  allow  him  to  be 
abfent  from  the  capital,  repaired  in  perfort 
to  the  feene  of  aftion,  and  it  is  impofiible  to 
fpeak  of  his,  and  General  Walpole’s  exertions, 
in  terms  of  fufficient  approbation,  or  to  convey 
any  juft  idea  of  the  fatigues  and  hardffiips  which 
the  troops  underwent,  without  entering  into  a 
copious  detail  of  the  various  enterprizes  and 
fkirmiffies  that  enlued,  and  the  difficulties  tney 
had  to  encounter  from  the  nature  of  the  coun¬ 
try.  The  line  of  operation  extended  upwards 
of  twenty  miles  in  length,  through  trails  and 
8  glades 
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gtades  of  which  the  military  term  defile,  gives 
no  adequate  conceptions  The  caves  in  which 
the  Maroons  concealed  their  ammunition  and 
provifions,  and  fecured  their  women 'and  chil¬ 
dren,  were  inacceffible  to  the  Whites.'  The 
place  called  the  Cockpits  before  mentioned, 
could  be  reached  only  by  a  path  down  a  ffbep 
rock  1 50  feet  in  almolt  perp ehdiculaf  height. 
Stonge  as  it  may  appear,  this  obftacle-'vas 
fnrmpunted  by  the  Maroons  without  difficulty. 
Habituated  to  employ  their  naked  ^feet" with 
lingular  effbdt,  in  climbing  up  trees  and'^pre- 
-they  had  acquired  a  dexterity  in  the 
practice,  .which  to  British  troops  was  alto¬ 
gether  aflonifhrng  and  wholly  inimitable. On 
the  other  hand,  all  the  officers  and*  privates, 
both  of  the  regulars  and  militia,  from  a  J  well- 

in  their  chief  command¬ 
ers,  feem  to  have  felt  a  noble  emulation  which 
fhould  moll  diftinguilh  themfelves  for  zeal  in 
the  cauie,  ouedicnce  to  orders,  and  a  cheerful 
alacrity  in  pufhing  forward  pn  every  fervice  of 
difficulty  and  danger;  fuflaiuing  without  a 
murmur  many  extraordinary  hardships ;  amon^ 
which,  diflrefs  for  want  of  water,  and  thirfl 
even  to  extremity,  were  none  of  the  leaft. 

It 
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It  was  eafily  forefeen  that  a  perfsverance  in 
the  fame  line  of  conduit,  rouft  ultimately  prove 

fuccefsful;  and  intimations  were  at  length  re- 

*  *  *■  *  '  1  , 

ceived,  by  means  of  enllaved  negroes  whom 
the  Maroons  had  forced  into  their  fervice,  and 
purpofely  difmifled,  that  they  were  extremely 

deliroys  of  an  accommodation,  on  any  terms 

*• 

Jhort  pf  capital  punilhinent,  or  tranfportation 
from  the  country.  They  exprefied  a  wiliing- 
nefs,  it  was  faid,  to  deliver  up  their  arms,  and 
all  the  fugitive  Haves  that  had  joined  them,  to 
furrender  their  lands,  and  intermix  with  the 
general  body  of  free  blacks,  in  fuch  parts  of 
the  country  as  the  colonial  government  Ihould 
approve.  Although  thefe  overtures  were  evi¬ 
dently  dilated  by  deprecation  and  defpair, 
it  was  the  opjnipn  of  many  wife  and  worthy 
men  among  the  inhabitants,  that  they  ought 
to  be  accepted ;  and  it  was  faid  that  General 
Walpole  himfelf  concurred  in  the  fame  fenti- 
jnent,  -  It  was  urged  that  the  war,  if  continu¬ 
ed  on  the  only  principle  by  which  it  could  be 
maintained,  mult  be  a  war  of  extermination. 
Some  few  of  the  Maroons,  however,  would 
probably  elude  the  lail  purfuit  of  vengeance 
and  thefe  would  form  a  central  point  to  which 
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die  runaway  negroes  would  refort.  Thus  hot- 
tilities  would  be  perpetuated  for  ever;  and  it 
was  obferved  that  a  fingle  Maroon,  in  the  fea- 
fon  of  crop,  with  no  other  weapon  than  a 
firebrand,  might  deftroy  the  cane  fields  of 
many  opulent  parishes,  and  confuine  in  a  few 
hours,  property  of  immenfe  value.  To  thefe 
conliderations,  was'  to  be  added  the  vaft  ex- 

p  5  i  i  I  *  i  • 
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pence  ox  continuing  the  war.  The  country 

had  already  expended  500,00©,  exclufive 
ox  the  lots  which  was  fuftained  by  individual 
proprietors;  confequent- on  the  removal  from 
their  plantations  of  all  the  white  fervants,  to 
attend  military  duty.  In  the  meanwhile, 
cultivation  was  fufpended,  the  courts  of  law 
had  long  been  Ihut  up  ;  and  the  illand-at  large 
feemed  more  like  a  garrifon,  under  the  power 
of  the  law-martial,  than  a  country  of  agricul¬ 
ture  and  commerce,  of  civil  judicature  and 
increafing'profperity. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  was  loudly  declared 
that  a  compromife  with  a  lawlefs  banditti, 
who  had  i>  ightered  fo  many  excellent  men, 
and  had  murdered  in  cold  blood  even  women 
in  child-bcd,  and  infants  at  the  bread:,  was  a 
fhameful  facrifice  of  the  publick  honour;  3 
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total  difregard  to  the  dictates  of  jufticc  j  a  tv 
encouragement  to  the  reft  of  the  Maroons 
to  commit  fimilar  outrages,  and  a  dreadful 
example  to  the  negroes  in  fervitode  j  tending 
to  imprefs  on  their  minds  an  idea  not  of  the 
lenity  of  the  Whites,  but  of  their  inability  to 
punilh  fuch  atrocious  offenders.  It  was  al- 
ledged  withal,  that  the  rebel  Maroons  were 
not  themfelves  ferioufly  dehrous  of  fuca  an: 
accommodation.  Their  only  purpofe  was  to 
gain  time,  and  procure  an  opportunity  to  get 
into  better  quarters;  judging  perhaps  tnat 
the  militia  of  the  country,  a  large  propor¬ 
tion  of  whom  were  at  the  diftance  of  one 
hundred  miles  from  their  places  of  reftaence, 
would  foon  be  tired  of  the  conteft.  Many 
faffs  were  indeed  related,  and  fome  ftrong  cir- 
cumftances  adduced,  which  gave  «.  coiCKI| 
this  charge ;  and  proved  that  the  Maroons  had 
not  altogether  relinquilhed  their  aopes  oi 
creating  a  general  revolt  among  the  enflaved 
negroes.  Such  an  event  however  was  not. 
likely  to  happen,  while  the  country  continued 
in  arms.  The  difmiffion  of  the  troops,  on  the 
fallacious  idea  of  an  accommodation  with  the 
Maroons,  would  alone,  it  was  faid,  reanze 


the  danger. 
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1*  ortunafefy  for  all  parties,  this  unnitiiral 
and  dtftrufhve  revolt,  was  Brought  to  a  happy 
termination  much  fooner  thah  might  have  Beeii 
apprehended.  On  the  14th  of  December,  the 
commiffioner  who  went  to  the  HaVannah  for 
alii  fiance,  arrived  at  Montego  Bay  with  forty 
chajfeurs  or  Spanifh  hunters  (chiefly  people 
of  colour)  and  about  one  Hundred  Spanifh 
dogs.  Such  extraordihary  accounts  were  imU 
mediately  fpread  of  the  terrifick  appearance; 
and  favage  nature  of  thefe  animals,  as  made 
an  lmprefhon  on  the  minds  of  the  negroes  that 
was  equally  furprizing  and  unexpefted. 

Though  thefe  dogs  are  not  in  general  larger 
than  the  fhepherds’  dogs  in  Great  Britain* 
(which  in  truth  they  much  refemble)  they 
were  reprefen  ted  as  equal  to  the  mafliff  in 
hulk,  to  the  bull-dog  in  courage,  to  the 
blood-hound  in  fcent,  and  to  the  grey-hound 
111  agility.  If  entire  credit  had  been  given  to 
the  defcription  that  was  tranfmitted  through 
the  country  of  this  extraordinary  animal,  it 
might  have  been  fuppofed  that  the  Spaniards 
had  obtained  the  ancient  and  genuine  breed  cf 
Cerberus  himfelf,  the  many-headed  monfter 
that  guarded  the  infernal  regions. 

Whether 
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Whether  thefe  reports  were  propagated 
thrtfmrh' folly  or  defign,  they  had  certainly  a 

i  t  *  f  f' 

nowdrrut  and  very  falutarv  efted  on  the  fears 
of  fh§ 'rebel  Maroons,.  a  large  party  of  whom 

.  *  v  j  >•  / 

now ’ difolayed  'ftrong  and  indubitable  evidences 
of  terror, humiliation,  and  lubmimon,  and 
renewed  (heir  felicitations  for  peace  with  great 
earnfeHnels  and  anxiety-  A  negociation  was  at 

>A  *  ^  ^  ?  .  ;  *'  '  -  t  O 

length.'1  opened,  and  a  treaty  concluded;  of 
which,  and  the  proceedings  that  followed,  until 
the' embarkation  of  the  Maroons  for  North 
America,  the  Minutes  of  the  Affembly  fub- 
joined,  furnifh  a  copious  and  fatisfadory  de¬ 
tail.  It  is,  pleaimg  to  add,  that  not  a  drop  of 
blood  was  ihed  after  the  dogs  arrived.  Here 
then  I  clofe  this  introdudory  difeourfe.  From 

••  *  *.*,  O’'1'  ^ 

the  account  that  I  have  given  of  the  ferocious 

->  •  •  f  r  .  '  '  '  • 

character,  and  diffolute  manners  of  the  Ma- 

„  .  1  > 

roon  negrpes  of  Jamaica,  the  calm  and  unpre¬ 
judiced  reader  will  draw  the  proper  conclu- 
lion,  .and  perhaps  agree  with  me  in  thinking, 
that  a  wild  and  lawlefs  freedom,  fuddenly  be- 

-»  -•  •>  f  >  "*'*>  '>  J  If  ••  k  • 

ftowed  on  any  people  on  earth,  neither  Con¬ 
fer.  I  - 

tributes  to  benefit  focietv,  nor  to  promote  the 
happinefs  of  the  people  themfeives.  Many  of 

■*  ijl  ’  j  •' 

the  features  which  deform  the  Maroons,  have 
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hitherto  been  fuppofed  peculiar  to  men  in  at 
flate  of  .'Livery,  which  undoubtedly  debates 
and  deyr  vdes  the  human  mind,  and  deprefles 
its  faculties ;  yet,  after  the  picture  that  has 
been  exhibited  of  the  extreme  of  liberty, 
who  will  contend  that  a  condition  of  life, 
which  allows  the  paffions  to  rage  without 
controul  or  rdf  rain  t,  is  a  fcate  conformable 
to  nature,  or  conducive  to  the  happinefs  of 
mankind  ?  Men  in  fivage  life,  or  but  a  little 
removed  from  it,  can  only  be  made  ufeful  tos 
fociety,  or  beneficial  to  each  other,  by  the 
ftrong  hand  of  authority,  Perfuafion  is  loft  on 
fuch  men,  and  compulfion,  to  a  certain  degree^ 
is  humanity  and  charity. 

Of  the  policy  of  ridding  the  country  of  fuch 
an  enemy  (admitting  the  jufHc#  of  the  war  on 
the  part  of  the  Whites)  there  can  be  but  one 
opinion.  Kiitx  fuch  a  war,  carried  on  in  fuch 
a  manner,  it  is  impoitible  to  believs,  that  a 
cordial  reconciliation  between  the  whit?  in¬ 
habitants  and  the  Maroons  could  ever  have 
taken  place.  The  latter  would  probably  have 
continued  a  luilen  fubjugated  people,  em¬ 
ployed  only  in  feducing  the  enflaved  negroes 
from  their  fidelity,  and  ready  to  revolt  them- 
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ielves,  whenever  occafion  fhould  offer.  No 
country  on  earth,”  fays  Rutherford,  “  would 
fuffer  a  body  of  men  to  live  within  its  terri¬ 
tories,  unlefs  they  would  agree  to  be  ac¬ 
countable  to  its  laws,  as  far  as  the  geneial 
l'ecurity  requires.”  To  exped  fuch  condud 
from  the  Maroons,  was  to  manifeft  a  total  ig¬ 
norance  of  their  difpofition.  Concerning 
another  queftion  which  was  ftarted  in  Great 
Britain,  when  the  ffrft  account  was  received 
of  the  difpofal  of  thefe  people,  namely,  the 
legal  right  of  the  colonial  government  to  banifh 
a  fet  of  mifcreants  who  had  been  guilty  of 
felony,  murder,  and  treafon;  no  doubt,  I  think, 
could  have  been  gravely  maintained  on  the 
fubjed ;  except  in  times  like  the  prefent, 
when  the  bonds  of  fociety  feem  every  where 
to  be  looiened;  and  wnen  ciimes  the  molt 
atrocious  and  abominable  (if  committed  by 
the  lower  orders  of  men  againft  their  fu- 
periors)  meet  with  apologifts  and  advocates  ! 

It  has  been  affected,  however,  that  the 
Maroons  were  exprefsly  proteded  againft  ba- 
nifhment,  by  treaty ;  and  the  high  authority 
of  the  gallant  officer  himfelf,  with  whom  the 

treaty  was  concluded,  has  been  appealed  to 
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in  fupport  of  this  affertion.  It  is  indeed  be¬ 
coming  the  humane  and  generous  nature  of  a 
brave  man,  to  i hew  mercy  to  a  vanquifhed 
enemy  5  and  the  gratitude  that  is  juftly  due 
iiom  the  inhabitants  of  Jamaica  to  General 
Walpole,  gives  great  weight  to  his  opinion- 
Oil  a  queihon  between  fuch  an  authority  on 
the  one  hand,  and  that  of  the  Governor  and 
Allembly  on  the  other,  and  under  fuch  cir- 
c um fiances  (independently  of  the  perfonal 
refped  and  efleem  which  I  bear  towards 
General  Walpole)  it  would  ill  become  me 
to  offer  any  decifion:  the  Allembly  confi- 

(,c‘cu  tnr't  tl!)e  General  was  honourably  re¬ 
leafed  from  his  pledge,  and  that  their ’con- 
dudt  towards  the  Maroons  was  defenfible, 
not  only  on  the  ground  of  good  policy,  but 
of  Hrici  jullicc.  In  lupport  of  them  proceed¬ 
ings,  they  directed  the  fubfequent  minutes  to 
be  printed  in  Jamaica,  that  fads  might  fpeak 
for  themlelves  ;  and  they  are  re-publifhed  in 
Gicat  Britain  for  the  fame  purpofe.  To  the 
impai  dal  Puolick  therefore,  they  are  now  re- 
ipedfudy  fubmitted. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

That  no  information  on  the  fubjedt  of 
the  Maroons  may  be  withheld  from  the 
reader,  it  is  thought  neeefiary  to  inform 
him,  that  foon  after  the  fubfequent  minutes 
were  printed  by  order  of  the  Aflembly,  his 
Majefty’s  flip  the  Dover,  with  two  tran- 
fports  in  company,  having  on  board  the  Tre- 
lawney  Maroons  (in  number  about  fix  bun- 
fired)  provided  with  all  manner  of  neceflaries, 
as  well  for  their  accommodation  at  fea,  as  for 
the  change  of  climate,  failed  from  Bluefields 
in  Jamaica,  for  Halifax  in  North  America,  the 
beginning  of  laftjune.  They  were  accompanied 
by  William  Dawes  Quarrel  and  Alexander 
Ouchterlony,  Efquires,  commiffioners  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  Aflembly,  with  authority  and 
inftrudtions  (fubjedt  to  his  Majefty’s  appro¬ 
bation  and  further  orders)  to  purchafe  lands 
in  Lower  Canada,  or  where  elfe  his  Majefty 
fhouid  pleafe  to  appoint,  for  the  future  efta- 
blifhment  and  fubfiftence  of  thofe  Maroons, 
as  a  free  people.  The  commiffioners  had  or¬ 
ders  withal,  to  provide  them  the  means  of  a 

*'  2  comfortable 
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comfortable  maintenance,  until  they  were  ha¬ 
bituated  to  the  country  and  climate.  The 

bum  of  £.  25,000  was  allowed  for  thofe  pur- 
pofes. 

The  following  votes  and  proceedings  of  the 

Aflembly,  having  been  omitted  in  the  minutes, 
are  added  in  this  place: 

HOUSE  OF  ASSEMBLY, 

Friday,  April  22,  1796. 

Refolved,  ncm.  con.  That  the  Receiver 
General  do  remit  the  fum  of  feven  hundred 
guineas  to  the  Agent  of  the  Hand,  for  the 
purpofe  of  purchafing  a  fword,  to  be  pre¬ 
yed  to  the  Right  Hon.  Alexander  Earl  of 
BALCARRES;as  a  tedimony  of  the  grateful  fenfe 
which  the  houfe  entertain  of  his  didinguifhed 
fervices,  ditplayed  both  in  the  field  and  ca¬ 
binet;  and  under  whofe  auipices,  by  the  blef- 
fing  of  Divine  Providence,  a  happy  and  com¬ 
plete  termination  has  been  put  to  a  moft  dan¬ 
gerous  rebellion  of  the  Trelawney-Town  Ma¬ 
roons,  whereby  the  general  value  of  property, 
as  well  as  fecurity  of  the  ifland,  ha?e  been 
highly  augmented. 

*-j*» 
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Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  refla¬ 
tion  be  fent  to  his  honour  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor. 

Refolved,  nem.  con.  That  Mr.  Speaker  be 
requeued  to  prefent  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe 
to  the  Hon.  Major  General  Walpole,  for  the 
fignal  fervices  performed  by  him  to  this  ifland, 
in  the  late  rebellion  of  the  Trelawney-Town 
Maroons. 

Refolved,  nem.  con.  That  the  Receiver 
General  do  remit  to  the  agent  of  this  ifland, 
five  hundred  guineas,  for  the  purpofe  of  pur- 
chafing  a  fword,  to  be  prefented  to  the  Hon. 
Major-General  Walpole  ;  as  a  teftimony  of 
the  grateful  fenfe  which  the  Houfe  entertain  of 
his  important  fervices  and  diftinguifhed  merit, 
in  the  fupprelfion  or  the  late  rebellion  of  the 
Trelawney-Town  Maroons. 

Refolved,  nem.  con.  That  Mr,  Speaker  be 
requefted  to  give  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  to 
the  brave  Officers  and  Privates  of  the  regulars 
and  militia,  for  their  gallant  fervices  to  the  ifland, 
during  the  late  rebellion  of  theT  rela  wney-Town 
Maroons;  and  that  the  Commander  in  Chief, 
under  whofe  aufpices  they  fought,  be  requefted 
by  Mr.  Speaker,  to  communicate  the  high 

f  3  fenfe 
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feme  which  the  Koufe  entertain  of  their  dif- 

'  «  f 

tinguifhed  merit. 

T bur  flay,  April  a  3. 

A  motion  being  made,  that  a  Committee  be 
appointed  to  enquire  and  report  to  the  Houfe 
the  names  ol  inch  perfons  as  have  fallen  in 
battle  during  the  late  rebellion,  that  a  monu¬ 
ment  may  be  erected  to  perpetuate  their  me¬ 
mories,  and  the  gratitude  of  this  country  for 
their  eminent  fervices; 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Fitch,  Mr.  Vaughan, 
Mr.  Mathifon,  Mr.  Stewart,  and  Mr.  Hodges, 
be  a  Committee  for  that  pur  pole. 


,  April  30. 

The  Lieutenant  Governor’s  Anfvver  to  tire 
me  Cage  from  the  Houfe,  with  the  refolution 
of  the  22d  inft. 


Mr.  Speaker,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  ■ 
of  Ajjembly, 

The  prelent  you  have  made  me,  by  your 
unanimous  refolution  of  the  22d  in  ft  ant,  is  in- 
eftimabie. 

A  foldier’s  honour,  with  emblem  and  em- 
phafts,  is  placed  in  his  fword ;  and  I  dial! 
tranfmit  your  precious  gift  to  my  pofterity,  as 

an 
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an  everlafting  mark  of  the  reverence,  the  at¬ 
tachment,  and  the  gratitude,  I  bear  to  the  ifland 
of  Jamaica. 

Balcarres, 

The  following  Addrels  was  this  day  pre- 
fented  to  his  Honour  the  Lieutenant  Gover¬ 
nor  : 

WE,  his  Majefty’s  dutiful  and  loyal  fub- 
jedts,  the  Aflembly  of  Jamaica,  beg  leave  to 
offer  to  your  Honour,  our  moft  fincere  and 
cordial  congratulations  on  the  happy  and  com¬ 
plete  termination  of  the  rebellion  of  the  T re- 
la  wney-Town  Maroons. 

This  great  and  important  event  mu  ft  be  pro¬ 
ductive  of  fuhftantial  benefits  and  falutary  con- 
fequences  to  the  country,  in  every  point  of  view 
in  which  it  can  be  contemplated :  tranquillity 
and  the  enjoyment  of  our  civil  rights,  are  re- 
ftoredj  public  credit,  fo  efiential  to  thefupport 
of  government  and  to  the  profperity,  if  not  to 
the  very  exiftence  of  the  country,  is  re-efta- 
bi iilred,  and  our  internal  fecurity  greatly  in- 
creafed  and  confirmed. 

From  all  thefe  ineftimable  advantages,  we 
look  forward  with  confidence  to  jhe  augmen-  • 
o  tation 
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fation  of  the  value  of  property,  which  is  likely 
to  take  place  ;  and  which,  in  time,  we  truft, 
will  compenfate  ah  the  Ioffes  and  expenditure 
of  trealure  unavoidably  incurred  in  the  prole - 
cution  of  the  war. 

It  is  with  peculiar  fatisfaftion  and  gratitude 
v/e  acknowledge  the  lively  impr^ffion  made 
on  us  hy  the  energy  difplayed  by  your  Lord- 
fliip  in  difficult  operations  of  war  ;  which  af¬ 
fords  the  mold  convincing  proof,  that  the  zeal, 
ardour,  and  activity  manffelied  in  your  military 
conduct,  have  only  been  equalled  by  the  found 
policy,  and  decifive  meafures,  which  marked 

your  councils. 


his  honour’s  answer. 

•  l 


Mr .  Speaker ,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
xijjembly. 


Your  addrefs  excites  in  my  bofom  every 
fenfation  of  pleafure,  the  mind  of  man  is  ca¬ 
pable  of  receiving. 

The  pi&ure  you  have  drawn  of  the  future 
pro  {parity  of  the  Ifland,  is  ftrong  and  impref? 
Jive. 


After 


(  Ixxxix  ) 


After  contemplating  the  unavoidable  cala¬ 
mities  of  war,  a  fentiment  ariies,  grateful  and 
foothing  to  a  feeling  heart — 

That,  during  your  conteil  with  an  enemy 
the  moll;  ferocious  that  ever  difgraced  the  an¬ 
nals  of  hiftory: 

That,  during  your  conteft  with  an  army  of 
favages,  who  have  indifcriminatelv  mallacred 
every  prifoner  whom  the  fortune  of  war  had 
placed  in  their  power — no  barbarity,  nor  a  lingle 
adl  of  retaliation,  has  fullied  the  brightnefs 
of  your  arms. 

I  pray  that  the  energy,  the  vigour,  and  the 
humanity,  which  you  have  fo  honourably  dis¬ 
played,  may  delcend  to  your  children;  and  Se¬ 
cure  to  them  for  ever  thole  bleflings  which  you 
have  hitherto  enjoyed,  under  the  mild  and 
happy  government  of  the  illuftrious  houfe  of 
Hanover. 
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house  of  assembly. 

Monday,  30 th  November >  17 95. 

A  PETITION  of  fundry  perfons,  known  un¬ 
der  the  denomination  of  Maroons,  was  pre- 
fented  to  the  houfe,  and  read,  letting  forth, 

“  That  the  petitioners  have  always  been  faithful 
to  their  king  and  country,  and  obedient  to  the 
laws : 

cc  That  they  have  never  joined  in  any  rebellion 
or  rebellious  confpiracy;  on  the  contrary,  they  de- 
teft  and  abhor  all  treafons  and  treafonable  practices : 

<l  That  they  are  willing  and  anxious  to  take  the 
benefit  of  the  aft,  and  to  give  up  for  ever  any  right 
they  may  have  of  inheritance  to  any  of  the  lands 
granted  to  the  maroons,  wherefoever  fituated : 

a  That  many  of  the  petitioners  are  totally  depen¬ 
dent  on  the  goonefs  of  the  white  inhabitants  5  that 
many  have  children,  and  have  it  not  in  their  power 
to  procure  a  fettlement  5” 

And  praying  for  relief. 

Note.  The  above  petition  is  fubfcribed  with  the 
following  names :  Elizabeth  Collins ,  Francis 
Collins ,  Margaret  Collins ,  Sally  Collins ,  Joanna 
Graham ,  Chta.JJjelay  Molly ,  Nancy  Grey ,  Mary 
Simp/on ,  Elizabeth  Palmer ,  Margaret  Reid \ 
Amelia  Lewis ,  Peggy  Murray ,  Matthew  Tho¬ 
mas. 

B  Thursday* 


[  5  ] 


Thursday,  3d  December ,  1795. 


A  meflage  from  his  honour  the  lieutenant-gover¬ 
nor,  by  his  fecretary,  as  follows  ; 


a 


Air.  Speaker , 

I  am  commanded  by  his  honour  the  lieutenant- 
governor  to  lay  before  the  houfe  a  petition  prefented 
to  him  from  the  Trelawny-Town  maroons,  who  fur- 
rendered  to  his  honour  in  obedience  to  his  procla¬ 
mation  of  the  8th  of  Auguftlaft: 


*  Jamaica,  f. 

c  Do  the  right  honourable  Alexander  earl  of 
Balcarres,  lieutenant-governor  and  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  \  &c.  &c.  &c. 

1  Dhe  humble  petition  of  the  Drelawny-Down  maroons > 
now  in  the  barracks  in  Kingflon. 

*  Humbly  jhewetb , 

c  That  your  petitioners,  in  purfuance  of  a  pro¬ 
clamation  of  your  lordfhip,  of  the  8th  day  of 
Auguft  lad,  fent  into  the  Trelawny  maroon  town, 
furrendered  themlelves  to  your  lordfhip : 

*  That,  by  virtue  of  an  act  entitled,  cc  An  aft  to 
repeal  c  An  aft  for  the  better  order  and  government 
of  the  negoes  belonging  to  the  feveral  negro- 
towns  ;  and  for  preventing  them  from  purchafing  of 
(laves  •>  and  for  encouraging  the  faid  negroes  to  go 
in  purfuit  of  runaway  (laves ;  and  for  other  pur- 
pofes  therein  mentioned  f  and  for  giving  the  ma- 
5  roon 
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roon  negroes  further  prote&ion  and  fecurity;  for 
altering  the  mode  of  trial ;  and  for  other  purpofes,” 
it  is  enabled,  that  it  fhall  be  lawful  for  any  maroon 
negro  or  negroes  to  appear  in  perlbn  before  the 
juftices  of  their  precindt,  at  the  time  they  fhall  pre- 
fide  at  any  of  the  courts  of  quarter-feffions,  and 
there  and  then  publicly  and  folemnly  to  declare,  that 
he,  flie,  or  they,  are  defirous  and  willing  to  give 
up  any  right  he,  fhe,  or  they,  may  have  to  any 
part  of  the  lands  which  have  been  granted  to  the 
maroon  negroes,  and  that  he,  fhe,  or  they,  are 
defirous  and  willing  to  refide  in  any  otherpart  of  the 
ifland,  except  in  any  of  the  maroon  towns  : 

"  c  That  vour  petitioners  are  defirous  to  avail  them- 
felves  of  the  terms  of  the  faid  adt  $  but  that,  in  fo 
doing,  your  petitioners  will  be  without  any  means  of 
fupport : 

c  Your  petitioners  therefore  humbly  fubmitthem- 
felves  to  your  lordfhip’s  mercy  and  confideratioa 
in  the  premifes ; 

*  And  your  petitioners  fhall  ever  pray, 
c  3 d  November ,  1795, 

his 

John  +  James 

?nark» 
his 

Jofeph  -f  Campbdl 

?na  rk. 
his 

Donald  -p  Cooper 

Tnarkt 

B  2 


Cuffie 
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TVitnefs , 
Robert  Gibb. 


4 

bis 

Cuffie  + 

mark 

bis 

J  ames  -f  Ruflea 

mark 

his 

Herbert  ~f-  Jarrett 

mark 

his 

Martin  -f-  Sewell 

mark 

his 

William  -f  Anglin 

o 

his 

Samuel  ~j-  Tharp 

mark. 

his 

William  -f*  Libbart 

mark 

his 

Daniel  +  Bernard 

mark 

his 

John  -f  Euler 

mark 
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bis 

Little  +  Quae® 

mark 

bis 

John  +  Tharp,  cape. 

mark 

his 

Robert  +  Jackfb  n3  cap?* 

mark 

his 

James  -f-  Lawrence*  caph 

mark 

/  • 
tits 

Samuel  -f  Shaw,  capt. 

mark 

his 

James  +  Williams,  capt. 

mark 

his 

John  +  Thomfon*  lieuU 

mark 

his 

James  -f-  Reilly 

mark 

his 

Charles  +  Bernard*  VtcuU 

mark 

his 

John  +  Samuel 

.  mark 
his 

Bob  +  Downer 

mark 

John  Graham 
Miles  Hall 
John  Moftyn 

®  3  John 


his 

John  4-  Sympfon 

mark 

his 

John  +  Palmer 

mark 

his 

James  -f-  Bernard 

mark 

his 

John  -f  Bucknor 

mark 

*  Jamaica,^ 

*  Robert  Gibb,  of  the  parifh  of  Kingflon,  gen¬ 
tleman,  being  duly  fworn,  maketh  oath  and  faith, 
that  he  was  prefent  and  did  lee  the  above  thirty- 
three  penons  fet  and  fubfcribe  their  feveral  marks 
or  names  to  the  aforegoing  petition. 

€  Sworn  before  me>  this  5  th  day  of  November ,  1795. 

'  i  Simon  Taylor/ 

her 

Sukey  +  Martin 

mark,  for  felf  and  child,  named 
William  Martin 
her 

Mary  -f  Sterling 

mark 

her 

Mimba  -f- 

mark,  and  her  daughter,  Mary 
Fifher 
her 

Maria  + 

mark ,  for  felf  and  child,  named 
Thomas  Morris 


Patience 


Witnejs, 

ohn  M‘Call. 
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her 

Patience  + 

mark 

her 

Juba  + 

mark,  for  felf  and  her  child ,  named 

Quamina 

her 

Amelia  +  Palmer 

mark 

her 

Sufanna  +  Palmer 

mark)  for  felf  and  three  chil¬ 
dren)  named  Eleanor  Pal¬ 
mer,  Emily  Mountague,0«/ 
John  Pendrill 
her 

Ann  +  Sewell 

mark • 
her 

Lilly  +  Alien 

mark 

her 

Rofanna  +  Scarlett 

mark)  for felf  and four  children? 
named  John  Quick,  Eliza* 
beth  Quick,  William  Scar¬ 
lett  Earle,  and  John  Auglm 
Earle* 
her 

Elizabeth  +  Borthwick 

mark)  for  felf  and  child \  nam¬ 
ed  Mary  Sharp 
her 

Ann  +  Maclachlan 

mark 

B  4 


James 
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his 

James  +  Alien 

mark 

her 

Sarah  +  Saunders 

mark 

her 

Elizabeth  +  Sewell  Walcott 

mark,  for  felj  and  t<ivo  chil¬ 
dren)  named  Ann  W eir  and 
William  Walcott 

her 

Betty  f  Cole 

mark 

1  Jamaica ,  ff. 

'  John  M'Call,  of  the  parifli  of  Kingfton,  gen¬ 
tleman,  being  duly  fworn,  maketh  oath  and  faith 
that  he  was  prefent  and  did  fee  the  above  feveral 
perfons  fet  and  fubfcribe  their  feveral  marks  on  the 
back  of  the  within-w?ntten  petition. 

*  Sworn  before  me,  this  6th  day  of  November,  1J9$. 

‘  Simon  Taylor.’ 


Wednesday,  id  March,  \~]96. 

A  meffage  from  his  honour  the  lieutenant-gover¬ 
nor,  by  his  fecretary,  as  follows :  C 

iC  Mr.  Speaker , 

“  I  am  commanded  by  his  honour  the  lieutenant- 
governor  to  lay  before  the  houfe  fundry  papers  re¬ 
lating  to  the  rebel  maroons,  from  No.  i  to  No.  so  - 
among  which  papers  is  contained  the  correfpon- 
dence  between  his  honour  and  the  honourable 
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major  crencral  Walpole,  fi  om  the  period  ol  tnc 
truce  agreed  on  by  colonel  Hull,  to  that  of  the  lur- 
render  of  the  rebel  maroons  inclufive,  together 
with  the  treaty  which  was  made  between  the  ho¬ 
nourable  major-general  W alpole  on  the  one  part, 
and  colonel  Montague  J ames  *  on  the  part  of  the 
rebel  maroons,  and  was  ratified  by  his  honoui  on 
the  28th  day  of  December  laft. 

«;  I  am  alfo  commanded  by  his  honour  to  inform 
the  houfe,  that  the  rebel  maroons  (a  very  few  excepted) 
did  not  comply  with  the  fir Jl  and  Jecond  articles  oft  the 
j 'aid  treaty ,  until  the  troops  were  moved  in  force  againft 
them. 

“  I  am  alfo  commanded  by  his  honour  the 
lieutenant-governor  to  inform  the  houfe,  that  the 
maroons  did  not  give  up  the  runaways ,  in  conformity  to 
the  third  article  of  the  treaty. 

“  piis  honour,  however,  commands  me  to  fig- 
nify  to  the  houfe,  that  he  underftands  that  the  fur- 
render  of  the  rebel  maroons  was  received  by 
major-general  Walpole,  under  a  promife  of  fafety 
of  their  lives. 

“  I  am  alfo  commanded  by  his  honour  to  in¬ 
form  the  houfe,  that,  upon  receiving  the  treaty  from 
major-general  Walpole,  his  honour  thought  it 
expedient  to  convene  as  many  of  the  members  of 
the  council  and  the  affembly,  as  the  circumftances 
of  time  and  their  places  ofrefidence  would  permit, 
to  meet  at  the  king’s  houfe  on  the  24th  December 
laft,  in  order  to  deliberate  upon  the  terms  of  the 
treaty,  and  to  give  his  honour  their  opinions 
*  The  oldeit  of  the  maroons.,  and  chief  in  command. 

thereon : 
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thereon:  the  paper  No.  29,  contains  the  refolution 
v/lnch  was  parted  at  fuch  meeting,  and  which  his 

onour  has  arto  cl i reeled  me  to  lay  before  the 
houle. 

No.  1. 

Old  Maroon  1  own,  December  20,  17  qc 

*  My  lord, 

I  returned  here  this  evening,  and  have  the  fa- 
tisfaclion  to  report  to  your  lordfhip  the  fuccefs  of 
the  detachment  under  colonel  Hull.  The  maroons, 
by  his  judicious  conduct,  were  attacked  before  they 
difeovered  the  advanced  guard.  I  need  add  no¬ 
thing  further  to  your  lordfhip;  colonel  Hull’s 
report  will  explain  every  thing. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be  your  lordfhip’s  mod 
faithful  and  obedient  fervant,  G.  Walpole. 

<  Earl  Balcarres ,  &c.  kings  houfe,  Spanijh-Pown. 

c  I  mud  mod  drongly  recommend  to  your  lord- 
iliip  to  lay  before  the  afiembly  the  cafe  of  the  fa¬ 
mily  of  Cato,  a  flave  of  Mr.  Vaughan’s:  He  has, 
during  the  whole  campaign,  been  a  mod  faithful 
guide ;  it  was  by  his  means  that  we  difeovered  the 
retreat  of  the  rebels,  and  he  behaved,  by  every 
account,  with  lingular  bravery  during  the  aedion  : 
He  was  unfortunately  killed  by  a  maroon  in  an  am- 
bufeade,  on  his  way  back  to  bring  up  the  ba^- 

Eage.  G.  Wd 

No.  2. 

[Private.]  December  20 tb,  ij)$. 

€  Mv  DEAR  LORD, 

(  Hull  has  agreed,  I  underdand,  to  a  fort  of 

truce. 


[  II  ] 

truce.  This  is  the  only  part  which,  entre  nous,  I 
diflike :  But,  however,  for  the  lake  of  public  faith, 

I  (hall  keep  it.  My  intention  was  to  give  them 
terms,  but  by  no  means  to  fufpend  hoftdities  until 
they  lhould  firft  lay  down  their  arms.  I  fhail  ad¬ 
here  ftridtly  to  your  lordfhip’s  inftrudlions.  I  un¬ 
derhand  that  they  will  furrender  on  their  lives  only; 
wilhing  for  land  to  be  allotted  them  to  cultivate. 

<  I  have  the  honour  to  be  your  very  faithful 
fervant,  G.  "W" alpole. 

4  Earl  Balcarres ,  &c.  SpaniJh-(Town. 

f  P.S.  I  underhand  Hull’s  truce  extends  only  to 

the  poll  about  here.’ 

No.  3. 

December  ifld,  1795. 

c  My  lord, 

4  I  have  the  honour  to  inclofe  to  your  lordfhip 
the  propofals  of  the  maroons,  to  which  1  have  ac¬ 
ceded. 

c  The  party  under  Johnftone  have  been  fent  to 
by  Montague  James,  ordering  them  to  come  in; 
but  they  are  not  expected  before  to-morrow,  at 
which  time  the  party  here  are  to  come  in  to  build 
their  huts. 

c  The  whole  detachment  behaved  to  their  credit. 

I  muft  not  omit  to  mention  to  your  lordfhip,  that 
to  the  impreffion  made  in  the  adfion  by  the  un¬ 
daunted  bravery  of  the  17  th  dragoons,  who  were 
more  particularly  engaged  on  the  15th,  we  owe 
the  fubmiffion  of  the  rebels:  The  maroons  fpeak 

of 
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of  them  with  aftoniihment.  Mr.  Werge  was  par¬ 
ticularly  fignalized  with  the  advanced  guard  ;  and 
the  ferjeant-major  o(  that  regiment  is  flrongly  re¬ 
commended,  for  his  fpirit  and  activity,  by  the 
commanding  officer  Mr.  Edwards,  who  is  every 
way  deferving  your  lordffiip’s  good  opinion. 

‘  I  have  the  honour  to  be  your  lordffiip’s  moft 
faithful  fervant,  G.  Walpole. 

fhe  propofals  of  the  maroons  were  as  follow  * 

"  i fi.  That  they  would,  on  their  knees,  beg  bis 
majefty’s  pardon : 

“  id.  That  they  would  go  to  the  Old  Town, 
Montego-Bay,  or  any  other  place  that  might  be 
pointed  «ut,  and  would  fettle  on  whatever  lands 
the  governor,  council,  and  alfembly  might  think 
proper  to  allot : 

“  3d.  That  they  would  give  up  all  runaways. 

“  I  grant  the  above. 

“  George  W alpole,  major-genera!, 

his 

“  Montague  -f  James 

mark . 

cc  Done  on  Guard-Hill,  21ft  December,  1795. 

<c  Ratified  at  Caftle-Wemyfs,  this  28th  day  of  De¬ 
cember,  1795. 

“  Balcarres,  lieutenant-governor  and  com - 
mander  in  chief  ’ 

<c  JVitneffes  to  the  within  ratification  : 

iC  G.  Walpole,  major-general 
“  Trevor  Hull,  colonel 
u  James  Galloway,  lieutenant -colonel 
u  Robert  Shawl,  lieutenant'- colonel 

CC  W  Mm 


f 
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«  Wm.  James  Stevenson,  lieutenant-colonel 
«  James  Stewart,  lieutenant- colonel!' 

No.  4. 

£  Spanijh-fown,  December  24th,  1795. 
e  At  a  meeting  of  fuch  members  of  the  council  and  of 
the  ajfembly  as  could  attend  at  the  king  s  houfe , 

Prejent , 

Earl  Balcarres 
Hon.  Mr.  Attorney-General 

Mr.  Shirley 
Mr.  Redwood 
Mr.  Fitch 
Mr.  Christie 
Mr.  Batty 
Mr.  Galbraith. 

£f  1 1  was  refolved.  That  if  the  T relawny  maroons, 
accordin'*  to  the  third  article  of  their  treaty,  deliver 
the  runaways  that  have  joined  them,  and  if  they, 
according  to  the  firft  article  of  their  treaty,  lay 
down  their  arms,  which  arms  are  to  be  taken  away 
from  them,  that  then,  arid  in  fuch  cafe,  general 
Walpole’s  fecret  article  ought  to  be  ratified,  as  far 
as  their  not  being  fentoff  the  ifland  ;  but  that  they 
are  to  remain  in  Jamaica,  fubjedt  to  fuch  regula¬ 
tions  as  the  governor,  council,  and  afiembly,  may 
think  proper  to  enadt  in  that  refpedt.5’ 

No.  5. 

Old  Maroon  Town ,  December  24 th,  1795. 
c  My  dear  lord, 

f  Tv/o  maroons  (Smith  and  Dunbar)  have  come 

in 


Hon.  Mr,  Kodon 
Hon.  Mr.  Speaker 
Mr.  Taylor 
Mr.  Vaughan 
Mr.  Cockburn 
Y.  ClTTHBERT 


-  ,-,V  -i 


s 


C  H  J 

In  ^ro:ri  JoHnftone’s  party,  to  beg  the  kin<* 
mercy ;  and  the  whole  are  to  be  in  here  on  Satur 
(.ay,  to  conitruft  their  huts  within  our  pods.  I 
have  allotted  them  a  fpot  between  Cudjoe-Town 
and  the  Old  Town  ;  there  they  are  to  remain  until 
the  legislature  lhall  difpofe  of  them.  If  I  might 
give  you  an  opinion,  it  Should  be,  that  they  Should 
be  fettled  near  SpaniSh-Town,  or  fome  other  of  the 
large  towns  m  the  lov.dands:  The  accefs  to  Spirits 
will  foon  decreafe  their  numbers,  and  deftroy  that 
hardy  constitution  which  is  nourished  by  an  healthy 
mountainous  fituation. 

No  doubt.  Some  perfons  there  will  be  found  who 
may  objeft  .  to  the  war  being  terminated :  Let 
tiiofe  finish  it  better,  if  they  can  ;  and,  above  all, 
do  not  let  them  talk  of  the  expence  of  the  war,  and 
yet  objecft  to  its  termination;  do  not  let  them 
extirpate  an  enemy  at  their  wine,  and  then  leave 
their  pofts  to  keep  their  holidays.  But  there  is  a 
better  reafon  for  finishing  the  war;  the  impossibility 
of  penetrating  the  country,  if  it  is  at  all  defended  * 
or,  it  you  could  get  through  it,  of  extirpating 
wholly  the  rebels  :  They  will  increafe  by  runaways” 
and,  if  you  deltroy  them  to  five,  thofe  five  will  be  a 
rallying  point  for  more  runaways  to  refort  to,  and 
thus  the  war  be  perpetuated  for  years.  Suppofe 
the  French  were  to  Smuggle  in  a  tolerable  engineer 
to  them  ;  could  we  even  remain  in  poSTeSTion  of  the 
Old  I  own.  T  here  was  a  runaway  of  the  name  of 
Bowman,  who  alone,  a  great  fpace  of  time,  destroyed 
plantations,  and  did  infinite  miSchief.  Bely  upon 
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it,  my  lord,  that,  after  more  mifchief  and  more  ex¬ 
pence,  you  mufl  make  peace  in  twelve  months 
hence  :  The  difficulty  will  then  perhaps  be  ftronger, 
which  1  have  met  with,  than  it  is  now  ;  namely,  that 
of  fear :  To  expel  this  from  their  minds  has  been 
my  chief  endeavour  ;  and  it  was  for  fome  time  be¬ 
fore  I  could  bring  two  or  three  of  them  from  the 
cockpits  into  the  town :  If  this  was  to  be  conti¬ 
nued,  nothing  will  wear  it  off  the  mind ;  and  of 
crimes,  thofe  committed  under  this  impreffion  are 
the  molt  horrid. 

<  In  hopes  of  your  lorclfhip’s  approbation,  I 

have  the  honour  to  be  yours  moll  faithfully  and  fin- 
cerely,  G.  Walpole, 

No.  6. 

[Private.]  i$th  December ,  17 95. 

*  My  dear  lord, 

<  I  was  obliged  to  accede  cn  my  oath ;  I  pro- 
mifed  a  fecret  article,  that  they  fhould  not  be  fent 
off  the  illand. 

‘  Hull  willies  much  to  go  home  with  the  ac¬ 
count  ;  and  he  exerted  himfelf  fo  well  on  the  15th, 
that  I  fhould  hope  you  will  have  the  goodnefs  to 
indulge  him. 

4  Mr.  Werge,  your  lordfhip  has  recommended 
for  a  cornetcy,  I  believe  in  the  17th;  but  I  mull 
not  conceal  from  you,  that  to  his  prefence  of  mind 
much  of  the  peace  is  owing. 

c  Old  Montague  is,  as  far  as  I  can  guefs,  the 
obftacle  to  peace,  as  much  as  he  dares :  Some  of 

the 
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the  maroons  were  heard  to  tell  him,  that  they  would 
have  peace  whether  he  would  or  not. 

‘  1  am  your  lordlhip’s  obedient  and  faithful  fer- 


VilVLty 


G.  W ALPOLE. 


c  Hull’s  difpatch  was  naif- dated  the  20th  inftead 
cf  the  15th.’ 


No.  6.  \_Copy.~\ 

I  haw.  leceived,  m  Spanifh-Town,  the  treaty 
figned  by  gtntial  Walpole  and  colonel  JVXontague 
James,  and  have  ratified  the  fame:  And  I  °do 
hereby  appoint  Friday  morning,  the  firft  day  of  Ja- 
nuai  y  next,  at  ten  o  clock,  for  the  d  relawny  ma¬ 
roons  to  come  in  a  body  to  Caftle-Wemyfs,  to 
perform  the  treaty. 

‘  Dated  at  Caftle-Wemyfs,  this  28  th  day  of  De¬ 
cember,  1795. 

(Signed)  1  Balcarrhs,  lieutenant -governor.’ 


No.  7. 

c  My  lord, 

c  Everything  wears  the  beft  poffible  appearance: 
Several  of  tire  maroons  have  been  in  this  day, 
cleaning  out  the  huts,  and  more  are  expected  to¬ 
morrow.  But  Palmer,  I  believe,  it  will  be  diffi¬ 
cult  to  get  in,  even  if  alive,  with  the  reft.  They 
feem  determined  to  be  lure  that  no  infringement  of 
the  treaty  will  enfue:  1  read  the  ratification  to  three 
of  them,  and  your  lordlhip’s  letter,  alluring  them, 
that  whatever  might  be  the  future  difpofal  of  them, 
that  they  would  be  a  free  people.  They  were  alfo 
informed  of  the  500/.  donation  of  the  aflembly,  to 
thofe  who  had  jurrendcrcd. 


1  I  have 
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*  I  have  the  honour  to  be  your  lordfhip’s  moS 
faithful  lervant,  G.  Walfole. 

<  Earl  Balcarres,  &c.&c.&c.  Cajlle  Wemyjs> 
c  Five  o'clock ,  28  December,  17 95/ 

No.  8. 

c  My  dear  lord,  December  29,  1795* 

c  Some  of  the  maroons  are,  I  learn,  bringing  in 
their  families  ;  but  there  is  great  reafon  to  fuppofe 
that  there  is  a  fchifm  amongft  them  :  One  of  them 
lent  me  word,  that  old  Montague  is  the  caufe ; 
and  I  this  day  hear  that  poffibly  he  may  die  in  the 
woods. 

f  I  fhould  think  that  your  lordfhip  will  choofe, 
that  all  thofe  who  do  come  in  fhould  be  fent  to 
you  on  Friday,  and  that  we  fhould  attack  the  re¬ 
mainder.  Fowler  has  begged  that  he  may  have  a 
gorget,  with  fome  infcription  to  fhew  that  he  was 
the  firft  who  made  peace  with  the  white  people. 
All  this  will,  I  think,  ferve  your  lordfhip  :  It  will 
clearly  prove,  that  if  matters  had  been  held  with 
too  tight  a  rein,  none  would  have  come  in.  At 
all  events,  much  is  gained  even  by  dividing  them. 

c  I  have  the  honour  to  be  your  lordftiip’s  rnoft 
obedient  fervant,  G.  Walpole/ 

i  Earl  Balcarres ,  &c.  &c.  &c.  Cajlle-  Wemyjs / 

No.  9, 

c  My  lord,  December  30 tb,  1795. 

“  Notwithftanding  the  incloied  papers,  1  believe 
that  many  of  the  maroons  are  fincere  ;  they  admit 

C  themielves. 


■  Wv  0 '< ■'■:■■  *$£ 

■  . 
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themfelves,  that  “  fome  have  bad  heart.”  How¬ 
ever,  Friday  will  Ihewj  and  I  fhall  move  on  Sa¬ 
turday  againlt  therm,  if  they  do  not  come  in.  Nine 
or  ten  more,  in  ail  fixteen,  are  here  this  day,  and 
have  taken  their  huts. 

‘  1  have  the  honour  to  be  your  lordfhip’s  moil 
faithful  and  obedient,  G.  Walpole. 

‘  Earl  Balcarres,  &c.  &c.  Caftle-Wemyfs .’ 


No.  io. 

‘  Mv  dear  lord,  January  j ft,  1796. 

‘  I  now  give  the  matter  up  :  Only  Smith,  Dun¬ 
bar,  Williams,  and  two  boys,  are  here.  1  fhall 
fend  them  to  Falmouth  to-morrow.  I  fuppofe 
that  your  lordfhip  will  admit  them  to  the  terms  of 
the  treaty  upon  which  they  have  furrendered. 

‘  1  fear  that  our  baggage  negroes  will  not  be 
here  in  time  for  me  to  move  after  thefe  rafeals  in 
the  morning,  and  that  4  muft  poftpone  it  till  Sun¬ 
day:  In  this  cafe,  I  fhall  endeavour  to  feduce  the 
maroons  ft  ill  to  keep  near  us. 

c  Your  lordfhip  fhall  hear  the  refult  as  foon  as 
poffible. 

c  Should  any  future  parley  proceed  from  them, 
I  (hall  refer  them  to  your  lordfhip. 

c  I  have  the  honour  to  be  your  lordfhip’s  moft 
obedient,  G.  Walpole/ 

No.  ii. 

Old  Maroon  Town ,  January  4th.  1796. 
c  Mv  LORD, 

c  I  ventured  yefterday  to  truft  Smith  to  return 
to  the  cockpits,  to  bring  in  his  family,  which  he 

did 
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did  in  the  evening,  to  the  amount  of  thirteen  ;  three 
of  them  very  fine  young  men;  the  others  compre¬ 
hended  his  wife  and  feveral  fmall  children.  He 
had  (which  induced  me  to  truft  him)  given  me  a 
flrong  proof  of  his  fidelity  and  gratitude,  by  a 
material  piece  of  information,  that  one  of  thofe 
who  furrendered,  in  my  abfence  with  your  lordfhip, 
is  a  runaway;  that  this  is  an  experiment  on  the 
part  of  the  other  runaways,  to  try  whether  they  can 
pafs  for  maroons  ;  and  by  his  (Smith’s)  advice,  I 
let  him  return  to  the  cockpits.  A  large  body  are 
expefted  in  to-day  of  maroons,  and  1  hope  others: 
It  will  take  feme  days,  I  fuppofe,  to  get  in  the 
whole ;  for  they  are  as  miftruftful  as  poffible,  and 
each  is  defirous  that  the  other  fliould  make  the  ex¬ 
periment  before  him.  All  this  will  naturally  and 
conclufively  prove  to  your  lordfhip  the  impropriety 
of  holding;  forth  more  harfh  conditions  than  thofe 
now  granted  :  Should  there  be  any  perfon  fo  dull 
to  common  policy  and  common  fenfe,  as  to  think 
that  another  turn  of  the  ferew  would  be  better,  afk 


him  this  quefiion  : 
conteft  till  foreign 


a  Is  he  prepared  to  fpin  out  the 
affiftance  may  arrive  r”  This 


may  be  followed  up  by  another  quefiion,  cc  If  fo¬ 


reign  affiftance 
the  ifiand  ?” 


arrives,  what  will  be  the  fituation  of 


(  I  am  your  lordfhip’s  moft  faithful  and  obedient, 

c  G.  Walpole.5 


c  Dear  sir, 

c  Unlefs  a  great  number  of  the  maroons  came  in 
laft  night,  or  do  come  in  in  the  courfe  of  this  day, 

C  a  I  hope 


.<  <* 
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I  hope  and  truft:  that  nothing  will  prevent  the  do^s 
from  going  out  to-morrow. 

c  i  am  perfe&ly  with  you,  that  the  pin  ought  not 
to  receive  another  fcrew  ;  but  alfo  clear  that  it 
ought  not  to  be  relaxed. 

Should  the  maroons  chfencumber  themfelves  of 
their  women,  children,  old  men,  fick  and  convalef- 
cents,  they  would  acquire  a  degree  of  pliability 
which  they  have  not  at  prefent,  and,  by  removing 
uom  their .  prefent  country  into  a  new  one,  wc 
ihould  be  very  much  cenfured  by  the  ifland  for  not 
having  made  the  attack  while  it  was  in  our  power. 
We  cannot  flop  the  operations  of  war  ;  I  look  upon 
the  treaty  in  the  lame  point  of  view  with  yourfelf  $ 
but  I  fee  the  danger  of  not  attacking  them  fo  very 
clear  as  to  induce  me  to  declare,  that  I  cannot 
take  upon  myfeif  the  refponfibility  of  acceding  to  a 
moment’s  unneceffary  delay. 

c  I  remain,  my  dear  fir,  yours  faithfully, 

c  Balcarres. 

€  Honorable  major-general  IValpole, 

(  Old  Maroon-Town. 

‘  Caftle-JVemyfs ,  Jan.  $th}  1796/ 

No.  12. 

e  My  lord,  January  $th,  1796. 

f  Nine  (additional)  maroons,  men,  women,  and 
children,  came  in  laft  night.  I  have  permitted  two 
or  three  to  return  this  day,  to  bring  in  more  of  their 
relations  :  One,  however,  I  iufpeft  will  not  come 
out  to  us  again. 


4  The 
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c  The  Spaniards  are,  I  fear,  a  little  out  of  tem¬ 
per.  If  they  cannot  be  kept,  it  would  be  better  to 
avail  ourfelves  of  the  breach  of  the  treaty  by  the 
maroons  themfelves,  and  to  move  on ;  as  nothing 
can  be  clearer,  than  that  all  treaty  would  foon  ter¬ 
minate  were  they  off  the  ifland. 

c  Mr.  Stewart  will  deliver  this  to  your  lordfhip, 
and  can  inform  you  as  to  every  point, 

c  I  am  your  lord  (hip’s  moft  obedient  and  faithful 
fervant,  G,  Walpole.’ 


No.  13. 


Old  Maroon-Town,  January 

f  My  lord, 

€  Old  Montague  will  be  with  you  to-morrow, 
and,  I  believe,  thofe  who  are  expected  to  day. 
Tliefe  delays  are  to  be  fure  tirefome  to  a  great  de¬ 
gree,  but  ftill  I  think  that  they  will  be  attended 
with  every  good  confequence, 

c  I  have  the  honour  to  be  your  lordfhip’s  moft 
faithful  fervant, 

c  Earl  Balcarres.  G.  Walpole/ 


No.  14. 


January  $th,  17 96. 


c  My  lord. 


c  Your  lordfhip’s  letter  dated  January  the  ift, 
1796,  is  but  now  come  to  hand.  Conceiving  the 
purport  to  be  a  pofitive  order  from  your  lordfhip 
to  proceed  againft  the  rebels,  I  fhall  lofe  no  time 
in  doing  fo ;  but  you  will  pleafe  to  obferve,  that 
the  negroes  from  T relawn y  are  but  now  coming 


up 
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up  (Tuefday  afternoon)  :  We  cannot,  therefore, 
move  before  Thurfday  at  day-break. 

€  I  muft  confefs  that  even  from  the  truce,  if  the 
Spaniards  can  be  kept  in  good  humour,  very  con- 
fiderable  advantages  might  accrue  ;  we  are  o-ettin^ 

to  O 

an  increafe  every  day,  and  we  have  now  thirty,  a 
number  far  beyond  what  two  battles  could  give  us 
in  (lain  ;  and  this  is  owing  folely  to  diftruft  :  Each 
is  defirous  that  his  neighbour  fhould  try  the  white 
faith  firfc ;  and  when  one  is  fatisfied,  the  way  is, 
that  he  returns  and  brings  back  mo  ft  of  his  fa¬ 
mily. 

c  Add  to  this,  the  crops  are  gradually  getting  in, 
and  we  approach  to  (or  rather  they  approach  us) 
nearer  to  our  reinforcements  from  England. 
c  However,  on  Thurfday  I  (hall  go  forward, 
c  Your  lordfhip’s  mod  obedient, 

c  Earl  Balcarres ,  &c.  &c.  &c.  G.  Walpole/ 

No.  15. 

c  Dec  err  her  Sib,  1795. 

f  My  lord,  r  A  m'1  flake  for  January  8  thf\ 

c  I  have  written  to  colonel  Shawe  to  procure  me, 
if  poffible,  fome  fnoes  for  the  16th,  as  they  are 
feveral  of  them  barefooted,  and  the  fupply  which  I 
expected  are  not  yet  arrived. 

c  One  misfortune  will,  I  fear,  occur  as  to  the 
dogs ;  the  extreme  want  of  water :  There  is  none, 
during  fcven  hours  march,  between  the  great 
cockpit  and  the  fpot  where  colonel  Hull  engaged 
the  maroons.  Smith  likewife  informs  me,  that 

there 
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ihere  is  none  beyond  the  laft- mentioned  place,  ex¬ 
cept  what  may  chance  to  be  got  from  wild  pines. 
If  the  dogs  cannot  be  got  on  through  want  of  wa¬ 
ter,  we  muft  leave  them  behind  ;  but  I  fear  that  it 
will  be  impoffible  to  fupply  the  poft  with  provi- 
lions,  through  fuch  a  length  of  defile,  and  fo  diffi¬ 
cult  a  path  as  it  muft  be,  that  it  takes  up  feven 

hours  to  go  only  five  miles. 

‘  However,  we  will  get  at  them  fome  how  or 
other,  either  with  or  without  dogs  j  and  the  belt 

fhall  be  done  that  can  by  me. 

<  I  am  your  lordfhip’s  mcft  faithful  and  obedient, 

*'  G.  Walpole.’ 

‘  Dear,  sir, 

‘  I  vvas  honoured  by  your  two  letters  of  yefter- 
day.  Colonel  Shawe  has  collefted,  I  believe,  130 
pair  of  Shoes. 

<  Surely  a  very  few  breakers  will  ferve  to  carry 
water  for  the  dogs :  Ten  are  procured  here,  and  I 
dare  fay  fome  more  may  be  picked  up. 

<  1  fhall  return  the  Smith  family  to  you,  in  the 
manner  you  propofe. 

‘  I  fincerely  hope  and  truft,  that  no  column  fhall 
proceed  againft  the  enemy  without  the  dogs,  until 
their  inefficacy  is  proved  :  Such  a  meafure  I  know 
'  would  fet  the  country  in  an  uproar.  My  own  re- 
iponfibility,  as  well  as  my  opinion  and  the  report  I 
have  made  to  his  majefty  of  the  intended  operations 
with  the  dogs,  leaves  no  other  alternative  than  to 
give  immediate  and  due  energy  to  the  enterprize 

C  4  and 
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find  ideas  of  the  country,  in  fending,  at  an  enor¬ 
mous  expence,  for  thefe  dogs.  Yours  faithfully, 

c  Balcarres. 

*  Cafile-tVemys,  yth  January,  1796/ 
No.  16. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  major  general  IV a  foie  to  Earl 
Balcarres ,  dated  January  nth ,  17 96. 

Samuels,  and  a  brother  of  Smith’s,  fet  off  for 
the  maroons  this  morning :  I  fhall  proceed  againft 

tnem,  if  fome  go  not  arrive  by  three  o’clock  to¬ 
morrow.’ 

No.  17, 

O.  M.  Eown,  January  12,  1796. 
c  My  DEAR  LORD, 

c  Two  new  maroons  are  arrived,  and  three  that 
v'erc  in  befoi  e,  and  two  women.  Johnftone  has 
fent  to  me  to  fay,  that  he  has  not  been  able  to  pre¬ 
vail  on  the  women,  feveral  of  whom  have  been 
loft,  and  only  one  found  fince  the  late  a&ions.  He 
defires  to  know  what  I  have  to  fay  in  anfwer  to  his 
m  ell  age :  My  anfwer  is,  that  I  fhall  move  againft 
him,  unlefs  twenty  men  come  in  to-morrow.  [ 
fhall  therefore  begin  my  march  at  two  to-morrow 
afternoon,  weather  permitting,  unlefs  I  hear  to  the 
contrary  from  your  lordfhip.  I  am,  however,  ap- 
prehenfive  that  Johnftone’s  reply  willfcarcely  arrive 
in  time:  They  beg  till  four  o’clock ;  but  if  I  de¬ 
lay  till  that  time,  it  will  be  too  late  for  me  to  move 
till  next  day. 


€  Your 
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«  Your  lordfhip  will  pleafe  to  confider  what  I 
mentioned  this  morning,  exclufive  of  the  pofition 
ftated  by  you  ;  viz.  Whether  we  lhould  be  the  firft 
to  re-commence  hoftilities :  Certainly  we  fhall  not 
make  peace  for  fome  time  to  come,  after  the  firft 
lhot  is  fired. 

‘  I  remain  your  lordfnip’s  moft  faithfully, 

‘  G.  Walpole. 

*  Earl  Balcarres,  &c.  &c.  Ejc.  Caftle-Wemyjs 

No.  1 3. 

‘  My  lord,  January  \ith,  1796. 

c  The  maroons  were  fo  terrified  laft  night,  and 
begged  fo  hard,  that  I  told  the  man  who  was  to 
return  to  Johnftone,  that  if  they  were  not  able  (the 
twenty  men)  to  reach  me  by  two  o’clock,  and  yet 
were  difpofed  to  keep  the  agreement,  that  I  would, 
upon  hearing  their  horn,  defer  my  march  for  one 
hour. 

c  I  think  that  we  fhall  not,  on  account  of  water, 
be  able  to  move  beyond  the  great  cockpit  this 
night :  On  farther  examination,  it  will,  I  fear,  not 
be  practicable  to  carry  water  enough  in  breakers 
for  fo  many  men  and  dogs,  but  we  can  carry 
fome. 

4  I  am,  &c.  G.  Walpole. 

i  The  poll  at  Tacky’s  Bum  ought  to  be  imme¬ 
diately  re-occupied  ;  if  your  lordfhip  concurs  you 
can  ifiue  the  order.’ 
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No.  I  g. 

'  My  lore,  January  1 2th,  half  pajl  two. 

cWe  had  fcarcely  moved  two  hundred  yards, 
when  I  met  a  maroon  coming  from  Johnftone,  to 
lay  tnat  he  would  come  with  his  people  to-morrow 
into  tne  cockpit,  to  make  their  huts,  and  begged 
tliat  I  would  have  provifions  for  him  j  and  that  he 
would  adjuft  every  point.  1  have  therefore  ordered 
the  troops  to  Hop  at  the  advanced  ports,  which  is 
about  naif  a  mile  on  this  fide  where  we  meant  to 
halt  during  the  night.  If  Johnftone  will  build  his 
huts  within  our  ports,  I  fhall  permit  him  to  keep 
his  arms  till  he  fees  you,  then  to  lay  them  down. 
If,  on  account  of  the  women,  he  infifts  on  building 
them  in  the  cockpit,  in  that  cafe  he  muft  lay  down 
his  arms  to  me. 

c  In  hopes  that  your  lordfhip  will  not  diiapprove 
of  my  proceedings, 

(  1  have  the  honour  to  be  your  moft  obedient  and 
faithful  fervant,  G.  Walpole/ 


No.  20. 

c  Dear  sir, 

c  The  maroons,  with  Johnftone  at  their  head,  are 
either  ft rious,  or  they  are  not  ferious.  If  ferious, 
it  can  make  no  difference  to  them  whether  they  <*o 
immediately  to  Montego-Bay  barracks,  there  to 
remain  until  the  aflembly  fhall  difpofe  of  them,  or 
that  they  are  permitted  to  build  their  huts  in  the 
Old  Town,  or  vicinity  :  If  they  are  not  ferious,  we 
fhall  only  give  them  time  to  get  out  of  our  way. 

‘  We 
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<  We  are  not  a  match  for  them  In  duplicity’. 
We  may  put  our  ftrength  in  truth  and  opennefs. 

<  I  think  you  may  give  them  an  opportunity 
until  two  o’clock  to-morrow  afternoon,  to  come  m, 
and  then  to  proceed  againft  the  remainder.  I  really 
am  for  pufhing  them  hard.  We  have  this  day  feen 
the  good  effedts  of  it. 

*  Permit  me  to  exprefs  the  very  high  fenfe  I  have 
experienced  of  your  punctuality.  Although  the 
principle  of  the  order  is  not  difcretionary,  ftill  I 
give  you  free  permiiTion  to  modulate  it  according  to 
your  judgment. 

c  Yours  very  fincerely,  Balcarres. 

Cajfle-  Wemyfs,  Jan .  i  $tb,  179 6/ 

.  €  Hon.  major-general  IVatyoled 

No.  2 1 . 

Advanced  p oft  17 th  It.  dragoons ,  Jan.  17 

c  My  lord, 

c  Young  Jarrett,  and  four  boys  capable  or  bear- 
arms,  with  nineteen  women  and  children,  have 
arrived  at  the  Old  Town  ;  but  on  my  arrival  here* 

I  found  Bonny  the  maroon  difpatched  to  me  by 
Johnltone  yerterday,  returned  with  another  meffage, 
faying,  that  he  had  fo  many  lick  people  that  he 

could  not  reach  me  this  day,  but  would  noc  f&ii  oe- 

» 

ing  with  me  in  the  morning.  1'his  is  really  fo  per¬ 
plexing,  that  I  do  not  know  what  to  do.  Y  our 
lordiliip’s  directions  will  reach  me  time  enough,  if 
difpatched  immediately,  to  enable  me  to  proceed 

part  of  the  way  to-night,  if  your  lordlhip  disap¬ 
proves 


I 
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'■* 

proves  ol  my  waiting  till  to-morrow ;  but  if,  on  the 
other  hand,  yourlordlhip  Ihoiild  think  it  proper  for 
me  to  wait  til]  the  morning,  it  will  certainly  be 
right  for  me  to  delay  where  I  am  at  prefent. 

1  I  have  the  honour  to  be  your  lordfhip’s  moft 

obedient>  G.  Walpole/ 

c  Dear  sir, 

c  My  orders  are, 

j  j 

That  young  Jarrett,  the  four  boys,  Sonny^  and 
ti,e  19  women  and  children,  be  immediately  lecured 
as  prifoners : 

c  That  you  do  advance  againft  the  rebels,  at  the 
very  earlicft  moment  after  you  receive  this  order: 

*  That  you  may  take  Bonny  as  a  guide,  if  you 
choofe,  and  take  every  meafure  to  dilcover  where 
the  maroons  are : 

c  Should  the  maroons,  in  a  body,  offer  to  fur- 
render,  you  may  receive  their  arms  on  the  fpot : 

*  Any  meffenger  going  backwards  and  forwards 
is  not  to  delay  your  operations : 

c  All  the  maroons  now  in,  to  be  fent  to  Montego- 
Bay,  as  icon  as  you  can  procure  a  fufficient  efcort. 

‘  I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  with  the  greateft 
efteem,  yours,  Balcarres, 

‘  C.  IV.  January  14 th,  1796. 

‘  Major-general  Walpole / 

No.  nn. 

Pajl  three  o’clock,  January  \\th,  1756. 

‘  My  lord, 

*  Your  lordfhip’s  orders  will  be  obeyed  at  dawn, 
to-morrow. 


‘  Your 
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<  Your  lordfhip  is  not,  I  apprehend,  aware  that 
Jarrett  furrendered  under  the  treaty,  two  days 
fince ;  and,  though  charged  with  a  melTage  from 
me  to  Johnftone,  faid,  at  the  fame  time,  that  he 
would  return  ;  and  has  kept  his  word. 

‘  Bonny  furrendered  yefterday,  and  went  back¬ 
wards  and  forwards  twice  this  day,  bringing  in  his  fa¬ 
mily  :  His  zeal  has,  I  allure  you,  fince  he  has  firft 
come  here,  and  witnefled  our  conduft,  been  only 
equalled  by  his  activity  as  a  rebel.  I  underftand 
that  he,  with  Smith,  are  efteemed  the  moll  intelli¬ 
gent  among  them. 

‘  Old  Palmer,  Fowler  and  Taylor,  his  two  fons, 
are  alfo  arrived,  all  uncommonly  fine  men  ;  Brifiett, 
&V.  in  all  nine  men,  and  about  forty  women  and 
children  ;  they  feem  not  to  care  about  their  arms. 

<  Fowler,  whofe  wife  is  fo  big  with  child  as  not 
to  be  able  to  reach  the  ports  this  clay,  has  entreated 
me  to  let  him  accompany  me  in  the  morning,  to 
endeavour  to  fave  her  ;  this  will  not,  I  tear,  be  pof- 
fible  to  do,  from  the  dogs. 

c  The  maroons  are  where  they  were  exactly:  I 
mean  as  to  refidence ;  for  there  is  this  difference, 
that  they  are  on  their  road  hither. 

‘  I  have  the  honour  to  be  your  lordlhip’s  moll 
obedient,  G.  Walpole.’ 

c  There  always  will  be  a  difference  as  to  think¬ 
ing  between  thofe  on  the  fpot  and  thofe  at  a  dis¬ 
tance  ;  reprefentations  never  ftrike  the  fame  as 
©cular  and  even  auricular  demonftration :  I  .with 

your 
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your  lord/hip  was  here ;  but  your  orders  ft  all  be 
implicitly  obeyed.  q.  W.’ 

No.  23. 

OldMarocn  Town ,  Jan .  15,  17  c)6. 

€  My  LORD, 

c  Eleven  flout  able  maroons,  with  five  women 
and  nineteen  children,  are  juft  arrived  at  this  poft. 

I  fend  you  a  penciled  note  from  general  Wal¬ 
pole,  on  his  march  ;  wherein  your  lordfhip  will  fee, 
mat  he  has  met  with,  in  different  parties,  between 
50  and  60  men,  women,  and  children,  and  John- 
ftcne  with  them  ;  and  that  they  will  be  all  in  ;  re¬ 
queuing  your  lordihip’s  inftruclions  further  how  he 
is  to  proceed. 

c  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  in  hafte,  refpeftfully, 
your  obedient  fervant, 

c  G.  Browne,  major  8 3d  regd 


No.  24. 

c  My  lord.  Old  Town ,  Jan .  15,  1796. 

c  Since  my  information  difpatched  to  your  lord¬ 
fhip  through  major  Browne,  the  maroons  have  been 
coming  in  till  dark.  Several  are  ftill  out ;  Smith 
would  reckon  about  twenty  or  thirty;  but  I  fnould 
think  more.  The  troops  fleep  in  the  woods,  between 
three  and  four  miles  from  hence.  I  fhall  rejoin  them, 
and  move  forward,  if  any  procrafrination  lhould  en- 
fue  in  the  morning. 

c  The  total,  fince  the  commencement  of  the  pre- 
fen  t  treaty,  who  have  furrendered,  including  Mon¬ 
tague  James,  GV.  ftand  thus ;  viz . 

5 


9* 


men. 
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91  men,  in  women,  124  children. 

<  I  have  the  honour  to  be  your  lordihip’s  mod 

faithful  and  obedient,  G.  W  alpqle* 

No.  25. 

f  Dear  sir, 

f  I  give  you  joy  of  your  fuccefsful  operations. 

<  I  have  no  orders  to  give ;  thofe  which  l  have 
already  iffued  are  exadly  conformable  to  his  maje- 
fty’s  intentions,  which  have  been  communicated  to 
me  this  day  by  Mr.  Dunclas  and  the  duke  of  Port¬ 
land,  per  the  duke  of  Cumberland  packet.  Every 
perfon  that  comes  in  fhall  receive  quarter  ^  but  you 
will  not  relax  one  moment  in  uiing  every  means 
in  your  power  to  crufli  thefe  rebels :  If  mercy  can 
be  fhewn,  your  own  feelings  will  point  the  way ; 
but  it  cannot  be  extended  at  the  expence  of  one 
moment's  delay. 

All  the  maroons  who  come  in  are  to  be  difarm - 
ed  within  your  pofts ;  and  they  will  be  conducted 
to  Montego-bay.  Jarrett  and  Bonny,  I  conceive* 
have  furrendered  in  terms  of  the  treaty. 

c  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  much  fincerity, 
yours,  Balcarres. 

s  Caftle-Wemyjs ,  J an.  i$ih ,  1796, 

c  Hon .  major-general  Walpole  J 

No.  2 6. 

*  Dear  sir, 

c  I  rejoice  moft  fincerely  at  the  very  happy  prof- 
pedt  of  a  fpeedy  termination  to  the  rebellion. 

c  I  hope  you  have  in  your  pofleffion  Rufea,  Wa1- 
lace,  and  Parkinfon  :  I  lliould,  in  that  cafe;  look  to 
an  immediate  condition  of  the  bufinefs. 


fc'  The 
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c  1  he  embers  ftill  remain ;  to  extinguifli  them2 
I  give  you  a  carte  blanche. 

I  can  allure  you,  that  your  conduct  will  be 
highly  approved  of  by  his  majefty. 

‘  J  remain  yours  faithfully  and  fincerely, 

‘  Caflle- Wernyfs,  Jan.  1 6th,  1796.  Baucarres. 
*  Hon.  major-general  Walpole.' 

Thursday,  gd March,  1796. 

Oi  deied,  a  nat  tne  following  meflage  be  lent  to 
h’s  honour  the  lieutenant-governor. 

vJ 

<c  May  it  pleaje  your  honour , 

W  e  tire  oraered  by  the  houfe  to  wait  on  your 
honour,  and  to  requeftyou  will  be  pleafed  to  order 
all  the  maroons  who  are  in  cuftody  at  Montego-Bay, 
Falmouth,  and  St.  Ann's,  to  be  fentup  to  Spanifli- 
Town,  as  foon  as  poflible,  by  fucli  conveyances, 
01  under  fuch  efcorts,  as  your  honour  may  judge 
necefiary  for  their  fecunty,  to  wait  the  determina¬ 
tion  of  the  legiflature ;  and  that  the  houfe  will  make 
good  the  expence  attending  the  famed' 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Murray  and  Mr.  Wedder- 
burn  be  a  committee  to  wait  on  his  honour  with 

the  above  meflage ;  who  returning,  reported  the 
delivery  thereof. 

Wednesday,  23d  Marcby  17 96. 

A  meflage  from  his  honour  the  lieutenant-gover¬ 
nor,  by  his  fecretary,  as  follows : 
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:t  Mr,  Speaker, 

cc  I  am  commanded  by  his  honour  the  lieutenant- 
governor  to  lay  before  the  houfe  fundry  papers  re¬ 
lating  to  the  Trclawny-Town  maroons. 

“  Firft  parcel,  twenty  numbers. 

“  Seqond  ditto,  twenty- three  numbers. 

I 

No.  i. 

c  Dear  spr, 

*  I  have  great  fatisfaftion  in  announcing  to  you, 
that,  in  confequence  of  orders  which  I  ifiued  to 
major-general  Walpole,  he  moved  forward  with  a 
ftrong  column  of  regulars,  accompanied  by  the  Spa- 
nirrds  and  the  dogs. 

c  He  had  only  advanced  fome  hundred  yards* 
when  a  maroon  delivered  a  meflfage  from  Johnftone  i 
As  he  had  experienced  much  trifling  evafion,  and 
infincerity,  it  was  judged  expedient  to  move  flowly 
on,  merely  taking  the  precaution  of  keeping  the 
dogs  in  the  rear  of  the  column. 

c  In  confequence  of  this  arrangement  of  the  line 
of  march,  which  I  conceive  was  both  firm  and  tem¬ 
perate,  the  maroons,  to  the  number  of  260,  have 
furrendered. 

c  I  have  in  my  poffeflion,  of  Trelawny  maroons, 
upwards  of  4coperfons,of  whom  I  count  about  '  30 
men.  Sonne  of  the  young  maroons  are  ftili  out  $ 
but  I  think  we  have  a  near  and  happy  prolpedt  of 
extinguifhing  the  embers  of  this  rebellion. 

D  *  You 
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€  You  will  announce  this  pleafing  event  as 
fpeedily  as  pofiibk,  in  the  Spanifh-Town  papers. 

c  1  have  the  honour  to  he,  &V.  &c.  &c. 

c'Balcarres,  m.  c, 

*  Caftle-W'emyjs ,  1 6th  Jan .  1796. 

•  Major-general  Campbell ,  SpaniJJj-Town.y 

No.  2. 

Old  Maroon-*! 'own ,  January  17 th,  1796, 

(  My  dear  lord, 

€  Mr.  Mathifon  will  have  informed  your  lord- 
fhip  of  the  reful t  of  yefterday.  Palmer  and  Far- 
kinfon  are  not  yet  come  in,  and  there  have  been 
fome  doubts  as  to  them  1  but  I  learn  to-day  that 
they  will  come. 

*  I  hope  to  difpatch  a  body  of  about  100,  this 
day  or  to-morrow,  to  Montego-Bay  :  There  does 
not  appear  to  be  the  leaf!;  hefitation,  either  to  go 
down  there  or  to  deliver  up  their  arms.  John- 
ftone  is  more  eafily  to  be  brought  to  a  conclufion 
than  any  of  their  chiefs  whom  I  have  met  with,  and 
he  preferves  very  ftridt  difcipline  amongft  his 
people. 

‘  X  could  wilh  that  your  iordibip  would  have  the 
goodnels  to  allow  me  to  keep  fuch  a  body  of  them 
here  with  me  as,  from  circumilances  of  the  mo¬ 
ment,  may  tnoft  conduce  to  keep  them  fatisfied  in 
their  minds:  There  is  more  in  this  than  moll  peo¬ 
ple  think  for ;  and  we  are  at  prefent  very  great 
friends.  Johnftone  has  defired  that  his  people  may 

not 
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not  have  rum,  and  he  yefterday  punifhed  one  man 
for  drunkennefs. 

<  I  have  to  thank  your  lordfhip  for  your  per- 
fonal  kindnefs  to  me,  and  the  approbation  that  is 
likely  to  flow  to  me  from  the  king.  It  ever  has 
been  my  wifli  to  difcharge  my  duty  honeftly ;  and 
although  I  do  not  expert  that  his  majefty  will  ever 
confider  rny  humble  exertions  to  the  disparagement 
of  my  leniors,  yet  I  hope  that  your  lordfhip  will 
not  think  me  unreafonable  in  requefting,  at  the  ter¬ 
mination  of  this  rebellion,  your  permiflion  to  re¬ 
turn  to  Europe,  with  a  view  to  obtain  his  majcfty’s 
confent,  at  a  general  peace,  to  a  fale  of  my  com- 
million. 

c  1  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  every  regard 
and  refpect,  your  lordfhip’s  moft  faithful  fervant, 

c  Earl  Balcarres ,  £s?r.  &c.  G.  Walpole/ 

Q  Dear  sir, 

c  I  aim  honoured  by  yours  of  the  17th  inftant ; 
and  I  have  not  the  fmalieft  doubt  you  will  do  all 
you  can  to  realize  thofe  advantages  we  have  attain¬ 
ed,  which  are  in  fome  degree  infecure,  until  fuch 
time  as  thefe  quickfilver  rebels  are  under  lock  and 
key.  I  merely  fuggeft,  that  a  converfation  may 
anfe  in  the  country,  that  the  maroons  have  not 
fur  rendered  in  terms  of  the  treaty  ;  and  as  fuch  a 
rumour  may  get  to  the  maroons,  which  would 
make  them  uneafv,  I  wifh  that  their  numbers  red-’ 
dent  with  you  may  be  reduced  by  every  means  you 
can  dcvife  :  Any  part  of  them  that  you  wifh  to  keep 
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in  the  Old  Town  will,  of  courfe,  remain,  until  you 
iee  the  propriety  of  fending  them  to  the  coaft. 

I  fhall  order  iome  preparations  to  be  made  in 

St.  /inn  .s  barracks,  for  the  reception  of  a  party  of 

them. 

u  ..I  the  end  o t  the  rebellion,  I  fhall  very  eagerly 
embrace  any  opportunity  of  doing  what  may  be 
pleating  to  yourfelf. 

f  Yours  faithfully,  Balcarres/ 

r  CaJlle-JVemyfs ,  January  17  tby  1796S 

c  Jarrett  wifhes  much  to  fee  his  wife  and 
youngeft  child ;  they  may  be  fent  to  him :  The 
wives  and  families  of  Ricketts,  Dunbar,  and  the 
others,  now  at  Falmouth,  fhould  be  fent  down  at 
the  fame  time. 

c  Hon .  major-general  Walpole * 

No.  3. 

Old  Maroon  Tozvn,  January  1  Zthy  1796. 
c  My  lord, 

f  I  have  appointed  Mr.  Werge  to  fuperintend 
the  management  of  the  maroons,  and  Mr.  Camp¬ 
bell,  of  the  13th  light  dragoons,  to  aft  as  furgeon’s 
mate  to  them,  till  your  lordfhip’s  pleafure  fhall  be 
known. 

c  Major-general  Reid  has,  at  my  defire,  offered 
to  go  down  to  Montego-Bay  with  thofe  who  are  to 
depart  this  day:  This  will  prevent  any  di  fiat  is  fac¬ 
tion  on  their  part,  I  truft ;  not  that  I  at  prefent  fee 

the 
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the  flighted:  degree  of  it.  Johnftone  affures  me,  that 
they  have  perfeft  confidence  as  to  every  thing. 
He  came  to  me  yefterday,  to  defire  leave  to  fend 
a  party  of  four  maroons  to  bring  in  Parkinfon  and 
Palmer,  with  the  remainder ;  and  that,  if  they 
failed,  he  gave  up  all  wifh  to  protect  them,  and 
would  leave  them  to  be  dealt  with  as  might  be 
thought  proper. 

1  We  know  perfectly  where  this  party  are^  fo, 
my  good  lord,  be  not  alarmed  too  much.  Smith 
has  offered  to  go  with  me,  whenever  it  fhall  be  ne- 
ceiTary,  and  treats  Palmer  and  Parkinfon  with  great 
contempt.  I  underftand,  from  the  lift  fent  to  me 
by  major  James,  that  thirty-two  are  ftill  out.  This 
lift  fhould,  though  made  at  the  end  of  his  fuperin- 
tendency,  appear  to  be  tolerably  accurate,  as  it 
agrees  nearly  with  Smith's  account. 

c  i  nnuft  make  another  demand  for  negroes,  in 
cafe  of  accidents. 

5  Martial  law  muft  be  continued  till  the  legifla- 
tore  comes  to  a  final  decifion  as  to  the  fubfifting 
and  fettling  thefe  people.  If  my  prefent  gang  of 
negroes  do  not  run  away,  as  their  time  is  out,  I 
fhall,  in  cafe  the  remainder  are  not  in,  move  on 
Tuefday  after  them. 

c  I  am  your  lordfhip’s  mod  faithful  and  obedi¬ 
ent,  G.  Walpole/ 

£  Earl  Balcarresy  &c.  &c.y 

No,  4. 

*  Dear  sir, 

1  I  really  think  that  Smith,  and  others  who  you 
have  mentioned,  have  behaved  extremely  well, 
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c  I  think  they  may  with  great  propriety  be  trufted 
and  kept  with  you,  to  the  extent  of  any  thing  within 
ten ;  and  their  families  may  remain  with  them. 

<  But  I  confels  I  fhall  enjoy  no  eafe,  untii  1  hear 
that  all  the  reft  are  aftually  at  Montego-Bay.  I 
underftand  you  are  getting  them  away ;  certainly 
fome  addrels  is  neceffary,  to  execute  this  efiential 
point  without  offending  them ;  and  !  am  perfuaded 
that  none  of  them  who  have  been  lent  down  ought 

to  be  permitted  to  return. 

<  You  have  now  with  you  all  the  negroes  that 
were  lent  up  for  the  purpole  of  re-eftabliftiing  the 
poft  at  Tackey’s  Bum.  I  fhould  be  glad  to  know 
as  foon  as  you  have  fixed  the  propriety  of  refum- 
in?  that  poft ;  and  1  fhall  give  the  necefi'ary  orders 
for  its  being  occupied  by  a  detachment  from  this 
fide  of  the  country. 

‘  Yours  fincerely, 

‘  Balcarres.’ 

*  Cajlle-Wemyfs ,  20 th  January ,  1796. 

‘  Honourable  major -general,  l-F alple.’ 

No.  5. 

c  My  lord,  January  20 th,  179 6, 

•  Two  of  the  maroons,  out  of  the  four  fent  by 
Tohnftone  into  the  woods,  have  returned  (Sam. 
James,  one  of  them,  having  been  taken  ill),  with 
three  men,  whom  I  cafily  perceived  to  be  runa¬ 
ways.  The  other  two  purfued  the  track  of  thofe 
who  are  out,  and,  as  the  horn  was  heard  this  morn- 

inv  1  have  ftill  hopes  they  will  be  brought  in. 

,  ‘  Smith 
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«  Smith  tells  me,  that  the  maroons  had,  early  in 
t]ie  war,  a  delicti  to  go  to  a  place  caked  Oxford, 
on  Heflor’s  River,  about  feven  miles  on  this  fide 
of  One-Eye,  in  St.  Elizabeth’s;  but  were  flopped  by 
hearing  that  our  troops  were  there.  I  hope  that 
Mr.  Robertfon  deftroyed  all  the  provifions  in  that 
neighbourhood ;  he  allured  me  that  he  had  done 
fo.  I  have,  however,  left  Palmer  and  Parkinfon 
fliould  aft  upon  this  plan,  ordered  the  13th  light 
dragoons  to  go  immediately  to  Oxford.  It  muft 
take  up  a  confiderable  time,  fliould  they  do  fo,  as 
Smith  tells  me  that  it  takes  a  day  to  go  as  far  as  even 
Vaughansfield  from  hence ;  as  they  are  obliged  to 
make  three  or  four  trips  backwards  and  forwards 
for  their  children  ;  and  the  wounded  are  ftill  in  the 
woods,  who  muft  alfo  be  carried. 

<  Should  any  of  this  party  come  in,  I  fhall  di- 
redlly  fend  your  lordfhip  their  names. 

£  Our  neo-roes  are  come,  fo  we  can  move  at  any 
time  you  wifh  for  it, 

€  Any  party  going  hence  to  Hedtor’s  River  muft 
either  go  through  the  pens  of  Trelawny,  or  by  Ac- 
c  o  m  p  o  ng~T  o  w  n . 

*  1  am  your  lordfhip's  moft  obedient, 

c  G.  Walpole/ 

r  The  two  maroons  are  returned^  without  finding 
the  others  s  I  fear  that  they  are  fcattered  about/ 

No.  6. 

c£hurjday>  January  <njt ,  1796, 

c  My  lord, 

£  1  had  the  honour  of  your  lordfhip's  letter  yes¬ 
terday  evening,  purporting  that  an  expedition  fhould 
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take  place,  under  the  command  of  a  fubordinate 
officer,  for  particular  reafons  relative  to  the  field- 
officers,  to  take  place  on  Friday  next.  Having 
received,  through  major  Browne,  your  lordffiip’s 
exprels  dcfi;  e  that  no  expedition  ffiould  take  place 
before  Saturday,  and  that  it  would  be  better  to 
continue  negociating  till  that  time,  I  had  made  the 
arrangements  accordingly }  and,  if  your  lordfhip 
thmks  Proper,  they  lhall  now  continue  fo;  as  I 
confefs  that  1  ffiould  net  wiffi  that  any  thing  ffiould 
be  attempted  of  confequence,  but  under  fome  of 
the  field-officers;  and  I  have  given  affurances  to 
the  maroons  of  a  littie  longer  indulgence  for  the 
coming-in  of  their  families,  fume  few  of  whom, 

from  ficknefs,  are  kill  with  the  remaining  maroons 
in  the  w'oods. 

c  1  fen t  to  major  Godley  laft  night. 

have  the  honour  to  be  your  lordfhip’s  mod 
obedient  and  faithful,  G.  Walpole.’ 

(  Dear  sir, 

f  I  am  favoured  by  yours  of  this  date. 

Saturday,  I  conceive,  will  be  a  very  proper 
day  for  the  expedition,  under  the  command  of  a 
field-officer.  / 

I  long  to  hear  of  another  batch  of  maroons 
finding  their  way  to  Montego-Bay. 

‘  Yours,  &c.  Balcarres.’ 

Caftk-lVcmyJs ,  January  ar,  1796/ 

f  Hon .  major -general  Wdlple.' 


No,  7, 
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*  Dear  general, 

‘  I  muft  ufe  one  other  argument,  in  addition  to 
thofe  I  urged  this  day,  as  to  the  expediency  of 
fending  down  the  maroons  to  Montego-Bay ;  and 
that  is  a  ftrong  one ;  namely,  That  it  will  be  raoft 
difficult,  t  may  fay  impoffible,  lor  me  to  meet  the 
legiflature  until  this  mealure  is  effected. 

*  The  fituation  of  the  maroons  muft  be  the  im¬ 
mediate  objed  of  their  deliberations,  and  fomething 
muft  be  done  by  the  aftembly  as  to  tire  difpofal  of 
their  perfons. 

‘  It  will  be  impracticable  for  me  to  inform  the 
aftembly  that  thefe  people  have  furrendered  them- 
felves,  unlefs  I  can  give  a  much  more  folid  proof 
of  it,  than  the  information  of  their  fkipping  about  in 
the  Old  Town. 

<  I  am  therefore  extremely  anxious  that  this  fer- 
vice  may  be  performed  before  the  return  of  the 
dogs. 

c  Yours  fincerely, 

‘  Balcarres.’ 

1  Caftle  Wemyjs.  Jan.  ildy  1 7 96.’ 
«  Hon.  major-general  Walpole .’ 

No.  8. 

Old  Maroon  \ Town ,  Jan.  2 gd,  1796. 

‘  My  dear  lord, 

‘  There  could  have  been  no  neceffity  for  your 
jordfhip  to  recur  to  any  argument  to  enforce  your 

injunctions  j 
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injunctions ;  it  is  my  duty  to  obey  them ;  but  cer~ 
takfiiy  I  am  not  fo  fortunate  as  to  coincide  with 
your  way  of  thinking  ;  and  my  reafon  is,  that  a 
v\.ry  diffeient  line  of  conduct  has  produced  the  flic- 
cels  which  we  have  already  experienced,  and,  if 
purfued,  will  probably  produce  more.  The  dogs 
had  certainly  nothing  to  do  with  it  5  it  was  not,"  I 
apprehcnu,  known  to  the  maroons  that  they  were 
with  us ,  for  the  maroons  (as  I  wrote  to  your 
lordfhip  I  prefumed  was  the  cafe)  had  moved 
tlie  clay  before  we  did,  and  were  on  their  way  to¬ 
wards  us  3  we  met  them  early  in  the  morning,  about 
a  mile’s  march  : 

I  have  ordered  a  lift  of  forty  more  maroons  to 
be  made  out,  to  comply  with  your  lordfhip’s  or¬ 
ders,  in  the  courie  of  a  day  or  two  1  Some  few  went 
voluntarily  this  morning. 

c  I  have  the  honour  to  be  your  lordfhip’s  mod 
faithful  fervant,  G.  WalpolS/ 

€  Tne  detachment  has  marched  in  iearch  of  the 
rebels. 

*  Earl  Balcarres ,  &c.  &c.  S$c.' 


c  Dear  sir, 

*  I  give  every  refpeft  to  the  folidity  of  your  opi¬ 
nion,  though  it  is  contrary  to  my  ov/n. 

c  It  is  impofTiblc,  however,  that  I  can  meet  the 
legiflature,  until  the  perfons  of  the  maroons  who 
have  come  in  are  actually  at  Montego-Bay. 

1  It  is  impoffible  alfo  that  I  can  carry  into  effect 
thofe  commands  which  have  been  given  to  me  by 

his 
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his  majeflv,  and  which  are  rather  of  a  feciet  na- 
tu  r£ 

<  *Wiien  I  enforce  the  meafure  of  fending  thefe 
maroons  to  Montego-Bay,,  I  furely  take  off  frorn 
you  all  relponfibility  refpetting  the  bad  effefts  of 
our  taking  fuch  a  ftep,  for  which  I  am  alone  an- 

<  \  therefore  moft  earneftly  and  moft  pointedly 
requeft,  that  all  the  maroons  may  be  fent  to  Mon¬ 
tego-Bay,  previous  to  the  return  of  the  dogs,  ex¬ 
cepting  only  a  few,  which  you  may  keep,  as  being 
ufeful  to  you,  as  defcribed  in  my  letter  to  you  of 

the  aoth  inftant.  j 

t  j  remain  yours  very  fincerely,  Balcarres. 

‘  Caftle-Wemyjs ,  Jan.  23d,  1796. 

<  Jlon.  major-general  IValpoU. 

No.  9. 

Old  Maroon  'Town,  Jan.  23d,  1796. 

<  My  lord, 

<  Another  batch  of  maroons  have  juft  fet  off  for 
Montego  Bay ;  among  them,  twenty  men.  I 
reckonfeventy  men  there  before  ;  which,  together 
with  a  few  that  went  one  day  at  their  own  defire, 
makes  frorn  ninety  to  one  hundred  men,  capable 
of  bearing  arms.  Samuels,  with  fome  women 
belonging  to  thole  at  the  Point,  and  a  brother  or 
two  of  Dunbar’s,  will  go  down  to-morrow.^ 

‘  1  have  the  honour  to  be  your  lordfhip  s  moft 
faithfully,  G-  Walpole.’ 

/  ‘  With 
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*  W*.th  £lie  affi^ance  of  Smith,  I  begin  to  gods 
at  the  fpot  where  the  body  now  out  are;  but  we 

mud  take  a  little  time  to  conlider ;  i  do  not  like  to 
*  be  beaten. 

Your  lordffiip  will  excufe  my  requeftino  of 

you  to  permit  the  inclofed  to  be  fent  to  Kinglton 
with  your  difpatch/ 

No.  io. 

Old  Maroon  'Town )  January  ijq6, 

c  My  LORD* 

Tmrty  men,  twenty-one  women,  and  fixteen 
children,  let  off  this  morning  for  Montego-Bay. 

I  intend  to  fend  fome  more  on  the  day  after  to¬ 
morrow.  i  here  was  no  fort  of  difficulty  in  ma¬ 
naging  the  bufinefs. 

Having  given  them  an  aflurance,  that,  when¬ 
ever  they  were  marched  to  any  place,  that  I  would 
permit  them  to  carry  their  arms  in  their  hands,  it 
was  intimated  to  them  again  this  morning;  fome 
wiffied  to  do  fo,  others  were  wholly  indifferent  ; 
however,  Johnfitone  the  maroon  fettled  the  matter* 
by  telling  them  that  they  had  made  peace,  and* 
therefore  had  no  occalion  for  them  :  The  arms 
were  confequently  left  behind,  without  the  lead 
trouble  to  me,  or  any  wiffi  expreffed  on  my  part 
about  the  matter. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be  your  lordffiip’s  mod: 
faithful  and  obedient* 

G.  Walpole/ 

^  01  ir  lord  fh  ip  mu  ft  be  fo  good  as  not  to  re- 
luift  me  to  a  day*  as  it  is  net  always  that  1  have  a 

proper 
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proper  perfon  to  go  along  with  the  maroons  off 
doty. 

£  I  left  colonel  Skinner  yefterday,  about  four 
miles  from  hence.  I  ftiould  not  have  returned, 
but  from  your  lordfhip’s  letters.  I  do  not  expeft 
the  return  of  the  detachment  till  to-morrow,  at  the 
earlieft.’ 

No.  1 1. 

c  My  lord,  i\fb  January ,  1796. 

*  There  are  two  women  of  Aecompong-Town 
here;  one  of  them  married  into  this  town;  the 
other,  I  fancy,  was  on  a  vifit  here  when  the  town 
was  burnt ;  They  are  very  defirous  or  going  to 
Accompong  ;  they  tell  me,  that  when  on  their 
way  from  hence,  in  Auguft  laft,  they  were  brought 
back  againft  their  own  confent. 

o 

€  Your  lordihip  will  be  fo  good  as  to  in  Peru  61 
me  upon  this* 

*  I  have  the  honour  to  be  your  lordPnip's  molt 

obedient,  G.  Walpole/ 

NO.  I  2m 

c  My  lord,  January  26 th,  ijo6„ 

c  Smith  the  maroon  thinks  he  can  find  thofe 
who  are  frill  out,  and  he  propofes  either  to  go  with 
me  or  without  me,  taking  eight  maroons*  He  is 
pofitive  that  they  will  rilque  no  engagement,  and 
relies  chiefly  on  perfuading  them,  to  come  in. 
This  will  benefit  us  either  way  ;  as,  if  we  find  where 
they  are,  and  the  perfuafion  fails,  we  can  then  pur- 
fue. 


*  1  requeft 
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f  I  requeft  your  lordfhip’s  orders,  and  have  the 
honour  to  be  your  very  obedient  and  faithful  fer- 

G.  Walpole.’ 

c  Earl  Balcarres ,  Is' c.  Is’c.  &c.’ 
c  Dear  sir, 

f  I  had  thepleafure  of  your  two  letters  laft  even¬ 
ing. 

c  We  have  already  lecured  advantages  beyond 
either  my  own  expectations,  or  any  formed  by  the 
country.  I  have  already  realized  every  thing 
pointed  out  to  me,  in  my  inltrudtions  from  his 
majefty.  To  allow  eight  maroons  to  go  into  the 
woods,  to  endeavour  to  perfuade  people  to  come 
in,  who  you  yourfelf  could  not  prevail  upon,  would 
be  in  contradiction  to  the  fpirit  of  my  orders. 

c  I  am  much  afraid  that  you  have  not  been  able 
to  carry  into  execution  my  orders,  of  fending  down 
the  maroons  to  Montego-Bay.  The  delay  is  of 
the  higheft  inconvenience,  as  it  is  impoffible  that  I 
can  proceed  in  writing  my  difpatches  to  govern¬ 
ment,  until  that  duty  is  executed  ;  nor  can  the 
packet  be  permitted  to  fail  until  I  am  enabled  to 
make  my  report  to  the  king. 

‘  The  opinions  of  his  majefty’s  confidential  fcr- 
vants  are  fixed  and  determined  on  the  principks  of 
carrying  on  this  war.  I  feel  and  I  know  that  1  am 
acting  with  them,  in  the  orders  I  have  given  on 
the  fubject  of  fending  the  maroons  t  Montego- 
Bay.  Nothing  can  be  left,  under  thefe  circum- 
ces,  to  your  difcretion.  My  orders  therefore  are, 

‘  That 
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<  That  the  maroons  be  fent  down  immediately 
to  Montego-Bay,  and  to  be  delivered  over  to  ma¬ 
jor-general  Palmer,  or  the  officer  commanding  at  that 
poftl  If  you  wiffi  to  keep  a  few  men  with  you, 
agreeable  to  my  letters  oi  tne  20th  and  23d,  you 
may ;  but  even  that  goes  much  againft  my  inclina¬ 
tion. 

<  The  two  women  who  fay  they  belong  to  Ac- 
compong,  I  think  you  had  belt  lend  down  to  Mon¬ 
tego-Bay,  unlefs  you  have  made  them  fame  pro- 
mife,  in  confequence  of  receiving  my  letter  of 
yefterday  concerning  them. 

«  I  think  that  the  maroons  Ihould  be  fent  down 
when  the  dogs  are  out,  not  when  the  dogs  are  in. 

4  My  willi  therefore  is,  that  one  half  of  the  dogs 
Ihould  be  fent  on  the  road  towards  Mocho,  on  Fri¬ 
day  morning,  and  the  other  half  on  the  road  towards 
Tackey’s,  on  the  fame  morning.  They  ought  to 
march  by  moon -light. 

‘  Soon  after  day-break,  in  the  fame  morning, 

I  wifh  that  fuch  of  the  maroons  as  have  not  been 
forwarded  to  Montego-Bay,  be  fent  off;  they  may 
halt  that  evening  (Friday)  at  John’s  Hall  ;  and  I 
have  given  orders  to  colonel  James  to  fend  a  party 
of  the  St.  James’s  militia  to  receive  them  at  John’s 
Hall  on  Friday. 

*  I  am,  &c.  &c. 

Balcarres.1 

c  'January  ijtb,  1796.’ 

*  Honourable  major-general  Walpole* 

No.  13, 


% 
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* 

No.  13, 

c  My  lord, 

/  Colonel  Skinner  returned  this  day,  after  a  moffc 
toilfome  march,  in  which  he  went  far  beyond  the 
ground  on  which  the  aftion  of  the  13th  of  Decem¬ 
ber  was  fought.  It  does  not  appear,  that  the  rebels 
had  been  any  where  lately  in  the  vicinity  cf  the 
route  which  he  purfued. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  your  lordfhip’s  moffc 
faithful  fervant,  G.  Walpole/ 

c  Old  Alaroon  { Town,  "January  26th,  1796. 

f  Colonel  Skinner  fpeaks  highly  of  the  activity 
and  utility  of  the  Spaniards  and  their  dogs/ 

No.  14. 

Old  Maroon  Town ,  January  27th,  1796. 
c  My  lord, 

c  1  have  this  moment  the  honour  of  your  lord¬ 
fhip’s  letters  No.  1  and  2.  The  orders  contained 
in  thofe  letters  I  fhall  proceed  to  put  into  execu¬ 
tion,  as  direfted  therein ;  but  I  will  not  anfwer  to 
your  lordfhip  that  the  Spaniards  will  confent  to 
divide  the  dogs,  or  themfelves  ^  and  my  reafon  for 
thinking  thus  is,  I  made  the  requeft  once,  and  they 
refufed  it :  But  I  fhall  afk  again  ;  at  all  events, 
there  may  be  a  feint  made  towards  Mocho. 

c  I  am  concerned  that  I  did  not  receive  the  al¬ 
terations  of  your  lordfhip’s  fentiments  refpefting 
the  women  of  Accompong-Town  fooner,  as  1  have 
permitted  them  to  depart  about  fours  ago. 


* 
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c  About  twenty  (I  have  not  the  lift  by  me, 
major  Brent  having  gone  with  the  party  of  maroons 
to  Montego-Bay  this  morning)  of  the  maroons  are 
now  here  \  they  confift  cmefly  oc  Smnh  o  and 
Johnftone’s  families  \  and  I  did  ftippofe  that  it  had 
been  left  to  my  diferetion  to  have  retained  that 
number,  for  political  reafons,  arifing,  to  my  know¬ 
ledge,  from  local  circumftances  ;  but  they  can  be 
fent  down  on  Friday,  if  your  lordfhip  fhould  not 
alter  your  opinion.  I  am  not  clear  at  this  inftant  how 
our  effeftive  force  ftands,  and  whether  it  will  ena¬ 
ble  me  to  detach  towards  Mocho,  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  leave  me  fufiicient  for  an  efcort  to  the  ma¬ 
roons. 

c  I  fay,  effective  force  %  as  thofe  which  returned 
yefterday  had  undergone  more  fatigue,  and  had 
traverfed  more  ground,  than  will  eafiiy  be  credit¬ 
ed.  Your  lordfhip  would,  I  apprehend,  wifh,  that  if 
any  point  fhould  be  given  up,  it  is  the  march  in 
the  direction  of  Mocho :  But  I  truft  that  I  fhall 
be  able  to  execute  both. 

€  I  {hall  inform  your  lordfliip  to-morrow  morning, 
if  I  cannot. 

c  I  have  the  honour  to  be  your  lordfnip’s  moft 
faithfully,  G.  Walpole. 

f  A  fmoke  was  feen  this  day  at  a  great  diflance, 
in  the  direftion  of  Mouth-River,  whereabouts  it 
joins  He&or’s  River,  on  a  hill  on  this  fide,  fup- 
pofed  to  be  fourteen  miles  off.  I  believe,  from  the 
manner  of  it,  that  it  was  a  deception  or  a  fignal, 
as  it  was  evidently  meant  to  be  as  confpicuous  as 
poflible* 


E 


f  When 


[  jo  ] 

W  lien  I  mentioned,  in  a  former  part  of  my 
letter,  about  the  number  of  maroons  here,  I  fpokc 
only  of  the  men. 

1  your  lordfhip  for  leaving  nothing  to 

nd  diiCietion  j  ducre  denary  orders  are  too  apt  to 
be  civil,  and  confequently  not  very  precife.  Your 
lordfhip  will  have  the  goodnefs  to  fay  whether  any, 
and  how  many,  maroons  may  be  left  here.  I  fear 
mat  your  lordfhip  did  not  entirely  read  my  letter, 
as  to  any  parcy  of  them  going  out. 

‘  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

c  G.  W alpole. 

*  I  have  to  thank  your  lordfhip  for  my  rank  in 
the  Weft-Indies,  as  it  appears  in  the  Gazetted 

f  Dear  sir, 

I  have  ordered  a  detachment  of  militia,  con¬ 
fiding  of  fixty  men,  under  the  command  of  lieu- 
tenant  colonel  Shawe,  to  be  at  the  Old  Maroon 
Town  to-morrow  night. 

c  f  his  column  is  intended  to  accompany  that  part 
of  the  dogs  which  goes-  to  Tacky’s ;  and  as  lieute¬ 
nant-colonel  Shawe  nas  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
that  diftrift  of  country,  he  will  explore  the  part  of 
of  it  that  lies  between  Tacky’s  and  Green- Vale, 
following  nearly  lieutenant-colonel  Stevenfon’s  laft 
track. 

*  He  will  be  out  three  days,  and  the  dogs  will 
return  the  fourth  day. 

1  As  to  the  part  of  the  dogs  that  go  on  Friday 
morning  towards  Mucho,  you  may  either  make 

that 
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that  an  effective  movement,  provided  you  can 
properly  fupport  it,  or  make  it  merely  a  feint,  to 
enable  you  to  get  away  the  maroons  in  the  man¬ 
ner  I  have  mentioned,  which  is  my  principal 
objedt. 

*  ^  am,  &V.  Balcarres.’ 

‘  Honourable  major-general  Walpole' 


No.  15. 

c  My  lord,  Jan.  iZth, 

1  I  fhall  move  the  poffc  on  at  Coldfpring  to-mor¬ 


row  towards  Mocho,  by  way  of  feint,  it  would 
be  a  very  great  diftance  from  hence,  nine  miles 
at  leaft,  and  then  eight  more  to  the  Ipot  where  the 
rebels  ufed  to  frequent.  But  your  Iordfhip  may, 
I  think,  reft  affured,  that  none  of  them  are  on  that 
fide  :  They  may  perhaps  go  that  way  on  excurfions 
to  burn  the  canes,  but  not  by  intent  to  refide  there. 
Even  Johnftone’s  party  did  not  like  the  ground, 
thinking  it  not  fufficiently  rocky  and  difficult  for 
their  purpofes. 

‘  Smith  was  defirous  that  his  brothers  ffiould  go 
down  to  the  Point,  to  fee  his  father,  and  that  the 
two  former  ffiould  remain  there  for  a  few  days,  in 
the  room  of  his  father  and  the  other  brother  who  is 
there.  Whether  your  lordffiip  will  confent  to  this 
fort  of  thing  I  cannot  fay,  or  whether,  if  not,  you 
have  any  objection  to  their  going  down  and  return- 
ing. 

‘  I  have  the  honour  to  be  your  lordffiip’s  mod 
faithful,  G.  Walpole.’ 

‘  Earl  Balcarres ,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

E  2  1  Dear. 
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f  Dear  sir, 

*  I  have  received  your  letter  of  this  date. 
c  I  really  fhould  think  that  the  requeft  of  Smith 
is  attended  with  every  danger;  and  the  refufal  of  it 
is  alfo  difagreeable. 

c  If  it  was  not  for  a  refpedfc  and  delicacy  I  have 
for  your  opinion,  I  fhould  at  once  fay.  Make  a 
clean  fweep,  and  fend  them  all  down. 

‘  Yours,  &c.  Balcarres.’ 

€  Dromilly ,  January  1796.- 

f  Honour  able  major-general  IValpole 

No.  16. 

<  My  lord,  January  1796. 

c  The  Spaniards  are  defirous  to  be  permitted  to 
go  out  alone  feme  time  or  other ;  and  they  mean  to 
remain  in  the  woods  until  they  have  finifhed  the 

bufmefs. 

c  I  under  (land  from  Johnftone,  that  there  arefe- 
veral  runaways  in  the  woods  between  Mocho  and 
St.  Elizabeth's,  but  not  any  maroons. 

c  I  have  the  honour  to  be  your  lordfhip’s  mod 
faithful  fervant,  G.  Walpole.' 

f  Johnftone  and  Smith  have  again  allured  me* 
that  if  I  will  go  with  them,  or  Skinner,  they  think 
that  every  man  now  out  may  be  brought  in  :  They 
will  go  with  foldiers,  but  not  dogs. 

c  No  fmoke  obfervable  on  the  hill  near  MoutE 
River  this  day. 

*  Earl  Balcarres , 


c  Dear 


€  Dear  sir, 

<  My  fentiments  are  long  ago  made  up  upon  this 
bufinefs:  Smith’s  application  to  day,  and  their 
propoial  fince  to  go  out  without  the  ciogs,  all  con¬ 
vince  me  that  we  have  not  a  moment  to  lofe. 

<  The  heft  and  moft  agreeable  news  that  could 
poffibly  reach  me  to-morrow  forenoon,  would  be  to 
hear  that  all  the  maroons  were  iecured,  and  maicn- 
ed  off  to  Montego  Bay  ;  and,  in  my  letters  home,  I 
have  abfolutely  reported  that  we  had  fecured  them  ; 
of  courfe,  I  muff  be  on  thorns  until  that  moment 

arrives. 

f 

‘  Yours  fincerely,  Balcarres.’ 

‘  Dromilly ,  Thurfday,  i%th  January ,  1796. 

1  Hon.  major-general  IV alpole.' 

No.  17. 

Old  Maroon  ‘Town,  January  0  cjth,  1796. 

«  My  lord, 

«  in  obedience  to  your  lordfhip’s  orders,  receiv¬ 
ed  this  morning,  I  have  Tent  the  maroons  down  to 
Montego  Bay. 

‘  I  cannot  but  lament  that  the  opportunity  (as  far 
as  I  am  capable  of  judging)  of  bringing  in  thofe  at 
prefent  cut,  fhould  be  thus  loft.  Pofnive  I  am, 
that,  had  your  lordfhip  had  the  fame  opportunity  of 
judging  on  the  fpot  that  1  have,  you  would  have 
been  of  the  fame  opinion,  and  the  war  probably 

terminated. 

E  3 
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‘  From  the  information  which  I  received  from 
omith,  there  feems  to  be  but  little  chance  of  any 
but  a  maroon  d.fcovering  a  maroon,  whenever 
thefe  people  are  where  they  can  remain  quiet  for 
any  time.  Dogs  cannot  feent,  but  on  a  recent  ftep; 
and  I  (ear  that  the  maroons  are  now  fo  deep  in  the 
woods,  that  no  expedition  can  be  fupported  againft 
them,  without  rifquing  a  failure  of  food  and  water 
for  thofe  animals ;  with  a  great  probability,  even  if 
it  could  be  fuftained,  of  never  finding  the  enemy. 
Had  we  accompanied  Smith,  we  (hould,  if  they  had 
not  been  induced  to  furrender,  at  all  events  have 
difeovered  where  they  were,  and  then  could  have 
purfued  them.  The  die  is  call,  and  it  is  now  too 
late,  unlefs  they  difeover  themfelves ;  for  I  am  told 
that  the  Spaniards  fay,  that  they  could  live  in  thefe 
woods  for  ever,  that  they  never  faw  fuch  woods  for 
fuften  ance  any  where. 

‘  Your  iordfoip  will  be  fo  good  as  to  let  me  have 
your  orders ;  but  I  could  wifh  that  nothing  fhould 
be  left  to  my  diferetion. 

‘  I  have  the  honour  to  be  your  lordfhip’s  moft 
faithful  and  obedient,  G.  Walpole. 

*  E-  woman  or  two,  and  two  children,  have 
been  left  behind  of  the  maroons  at  this  place. 

I  propofe  to  go  to  Montego  Bay  to-morrow,  to 
infpedt  their  fituation, 

‘  1  (ear  that  the  party  will  not  get  beyond  John’s 

Hall  this  night,  owing  to  the  number  of  women  and 
children. 

‘  Earl  Bal carres,  &c.  &c,  &V.’ 


No. 
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No.  18. 

Old  Maroon  Town ,  January  3 1/,  1796, 

*  My  lord, 

c  Yefterday  I  went  down  to  Montego  Bay,  for  the 
purpofe,  as  I  had  the  honour  to  inform  your  lord¬ 
fhip,  of  infpefting  the  fituation  of  the  maroons  there. 

<  The  barracks  are,  from  the  numbers,  very 
much  crowded;  and  I  fhould  be  apprehenfive  that 
fome  diforders  may  break  out  among  the  people 
there.  To  obviate  this,  I  fhould  fubmit  to  your 
lordfhip,  whether  it  may  not  be  proper  to  fit  up  with 
boards  the  underneath  part  of  the  barrack,  which 
has  hitherto  ferved  as  a  ftable. 

c  Should  your  lordfhip  approve  of  this,  you  can 
iffue  an  order  to  the  commiffioners  for  the  pur¬ 
pofe. 

c  I  have  the  honour  to  be  your  lordfhip’s  mo  ft 

faithful  and  obedient,  G.  W alpole.’ 

\ 

No.  19. 

Old  Maroon  down,  January  3T Jl ,  1796. 
c  My  lord, 

c  On  the  embarkation  of  the  13th,  21ft,  and 
49th,  I  found  our  ftrength  here  not  fufficient  to  al¬ 
low  us  to  fend  any  of  the  regular  troops  from  hence 
down  to  Montego  Bay  ;  and  as  at  that  time  there 
was  every  appearance  of  a  termination  ofhoftilities, 
I  ordered  the  detachment  of  the  83d  regiment,  then 
at  Great  River  and  its  neighbourhood,  down  to  the 
former  place ;  but  as  that  fide  of  the  country  may 

E  4  be 
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be  confiderably  expofed  thereby  at  the  prefent  mo¬ 
ment,  I  fhould  fubmit  to  your  lordfhip  whether  or 
not  it  might  be  proper  to  order  back  the  83d  to 
their  original  pofition,  and  dirett  colonel  James  to 
call  in  about  feventy  of  the  militia  to  the  Bay,  to 
guard  the  maroons. 

c  It  will  be  neceflary  to  have  a  pod  at  Mocho, 
about  half  way  between  Coldfpring  and  Catadupa* 
the  diftance  being  about  nine  miles  from  the  firft: 
to  the  latter  place. 

‘  We  muft,  1  fear,  call  for  a  confiderable  number 
of  pioneers  ;  I  Ihould  think  about  one  thoufand,  or 
twelve  hundred ;  in  order  to  get  with  all  poffible 
difpatch  through  the  remainder  of  the  work. 

€  I  much  fear  that  the  13th  and  14th  will  not  be 
a  very  adtive  reinforcement  for  the  firft  three  weeks 
after  they  land,  from  their  having  been  fo  many 
months  on  board  the  tranfports  :  I  fhould  recom¬ 
mend  to  your  lordfhip  their  being  brought  up  into 
the  country,  in  a  very  few  days  after  their  being 
landed. 

c  I  have  the  honour  to  be  your  lordfhip’s  mod 
faithful  and  obedient,  G.  Walpole/ 

f  1  • 

c  Dear  sir, 

c  I  am  rejoiced  to  find  that  all  the  maroons  are 
new  fecured ;  but  I  am  forry  that  your  judgment 
has  differed  with  mine  on  the  propriety  of  that  mea- 
fure. 

1  Your  requifitjon  of  twelve  hundred  negroes,  I 
am  afraid,  will  ftartle  the  country,  who  believe,  and 
^  I  think 
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< 

I  think  with  reafon,  that  their  efforts  to  crufli  this 
rebellion  have  nearly  fucceeded,  and  tlrat  they  may 
look  with  fome  reafonable  hope  of  their  being  fuf- 
fered  to  go  on  with  their  crop,  in  aoegiec  ot  uan- 

quillity  and  repole. 

<  Baagage  negroes  will  be  required,  as  uiual,  to 
attend  any  columns  which  you  may  lend  out;  out 
if  the  i,«oo  or  1,200  pioneers  are  wanted  for  the 
purpofe  of  making  roads  and  communications,  I 
am  of  opinion  that  fuch  a  meafure  fhouid  be.  done 
by  an  aft  of  the  legiflature,  and  not  without  it.  1 
cannot,  however,  judge  of  it,  as  you  have  not  men¬ 
tioned  the  fpecific,  or  even  the  general,  purpofe  for 
which  they  are  wanted. 

<  With  refpeft  to  the  aftive  operations  of  the 
war,  our  opinions  have  gone  hand  in  hand  ;  but 
although  we  cannot  be  too  watchful  to  fmother  the 
embers  of  rebellion,  Hill  I  think  you  give  much 
more  confideration  to  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  \>  ar, 
than  either  I  do  or  the  country  does. 

c  My  general  notion  of  it  is,  that,  the  inftant  tne 
reinforcement  arrives,  the  militia  may  go  home ;  if 
a  further  reinforcement  is  neceflary,  I  think  it- 
fhould  be  clogs  : 

«  That  the  duty  of  the  regulars  will  be  to  guard 
the  maroon  priloners  at  the  polls  of  Montego  Bay, 
Falmouth,  and  St.  Ann’s  which  laft  place  iome  of 
the  prifoners  lliould  be  fent  to  from  Montego  Bay  . 

<  That  the  troops  Ibould  be  fo  polled  as  to  be 
able  to  furnifh  a  column  to  move  to  any  point 

where  the  rebels  may  appear,  in  a  very  fhort  fpace 

of 
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time :  1  hree  polls  are  very  evident,  as  being 
confonant  with  tiiis  idea;  namely,  Mocho,  Dro- 
imJly,  Old  Town,  and  Vaughansfield.  I  flaould 
have  liked  a  divifion  of  the  dogs  to  have  been  ac 
each  of  thefe  places  >  but,  at  all  events,  Dromilly 
ought  to  be  a  poll  for  one  divifion  of  them. 

‘  halation  in  this  country,  and  the  neceffity 
I  am  under  to  attend  perfonally  when  there  is  a 
meeting  of  the  legiflature,  mull;  confine  me  much 
to  the  fixing  of  general  principles,  which  are  found¬ 
ed  both  upon  my  inflections,  public  and  private, 
mom  the  king  and  his  confidential  fervants,  but  alfo 
regulated  by  what  relates  to  the  civil  government 
oi  tije  ifiand.  I  know  how  pleafant  it  is  to  an  offi¬ 
cer  to  act  under  direct  orders ;  the  next  pleafant 
circumflance  is,  to  have  the  greateft  latitude  given, 
confident  with  the  abiolute  duty  of  the  commander 
in  chief  or  governor.  But  your  requeft  to  have 
nothing  left  to  your  diferetion,  is  totally  incompa- 
ni-le  with  the  very  high  fituation  in  which  you  are 
placed:  1  mud  leave  much  to  your  diferetion,  as 
having  the  chief  command  in  my  abfence;  and  the 
'“*■  opinion  I  have  had  of  the  proper  exercife  of 
mat  dilcietion,  afliiredly  will  juffify  the  favourable 

report  I  have  made  to  his  majefly  of  your  ferviccs 
in  this  war. 

/  1  beg  you  will  fend  me  a  return  of  the  number 
"f  arms  that  were  brought  in  and  furrendered  by  the 
maroons;  fixteen  of  which  were  brought  down  to 

Caltle  \\  emyfs,  by  the  men  that  were  forwarded  to 
Falmouth. 


‘  I  have 
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*  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  dear  fir,  yours  fm- 
cerely  Salcarr^s* 

c  Dromilly,  ijl  February  1796. 

c  Hon.  major-general  lV alpole.' 


No.  ao. 


Old  Maroon  Fawn,  31JI  January,  *796. 

<  MV  LORD, 

‘  As  near  as  I  can  recollect,  the  number  of  arms 
delivered  in  here  and  at  Caftle-Wemyfs  are  95 ; 
of  this  about  29  are  at  Montego-Bay.  The  firft 
party  which  were  fent  having  their  arms  by  per- 
miffion  from  me,  they  were  again  delivered  up 
there,  in  charge  of  the  83d  regiment.  I  permitted 
one  of  thefe  arms,  which  had  been  the  property  of 
a  gentleman,  to  be  delivered  to  a  friend  of  his. 

<  I  called  for  the  negroes  chiefly  for  the  purpofe 
of  making  roads,  and  eltablifhing  polls  in  advance : 
Among  thefe,  Pond  River,  the  laft  Hand  of  the 
maroons,  it  was  my  deflgn  to  take  poll  at,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  water;  and  thence  the  road  might  be 
continued  to  HeAor’s  River.  This  would  in  a 
great  meafure  reach  the  parilh  of  Trelawny,  and 
cut  off  the  accefs  to  that  plentiful  fupply  of  fprings 
between  the  interior  parts  of  the  cockpits,  and  the 
provifion-grounds  of  that  parilh,  as  well  as  open 
the  communication,  down  the  banks  of  the  above- 
mentioned  river,  with  St.  Elizabeth. 

c  As  to  my  opinion,  it  is  of  mighty  little  confe- 
quence,  efpecially  when  the  matter  which  was  the 

caufe 


cauie  of  it  may  be  poffibly  paft :  But  I  did,  I  con- 
icfs,  think  that,  by  Smith’s  affiftance,  we  fhould 
-  ave  traced  the  maroons  ;  and  had  we  failed  in 
bunging  them  in,  we  fhould  at  all  events  have 
known  their  haunts,  and  might  have  purfued  them. 
What  gave  rile  to  the  fuggeftion  of  Smith  was  this 5 
the  finding  a  flick  at  Pond  River,  with  a  white 
it  reamer  faftened  to  it.  This  was  one  of  their  fio-- 

o 

urns  ;  and  Smith  turning  to  me,  in  the  prefence  of 
colonel  Skinner,  faid,  “  Sir,  we  can  bring  them 
out  as  eafy  as  to  kifs  your  hand.”  Your  lordfhip 
will  recoiled,  that  this  party  of  eight  maroons  was 
to  have  been  attended  by  a  party  of  the  king’s 
troops. 

c  I  am  extremely  obliged  to  your  lordfliip  for 
your  favourable  mention  of  my  fervices :  I  have 
but  one  motive  ;  that  of  doing  what  I  ought  to  do. 

c  I  mu  ft  repeat,  that  if  your  lordfhip  had  had 
the  different  communications,  and  conferences  on 
the  fpot,  that  you  would  then  have  been  more  of 
my  opinion. 

1  I  fhall  fend  your  lordfhip  an  exaft  lift  of  the 
maroon  arms  foon ;  you  will  inform  me  if  you  are 
in  hade  about  it,  as  I  muft  go  or  fend  to  Montego 
Bay. 

‘  I  have  the  honour  to  be  your  lordfhip’s  moft 
faithful  and  obedient, 

G.  Walpole/ 

1  Earl  Balcarres ,  &V.  &SV.  &c.y 


No.  1. 


[  6.  1 

No.  i. 

Old  Maroon  Town,  February  i ft,  1796. 
s  My  LORD, 

<  1  have  the  honour  to  enclofe  to  your  lordfhip 
two  letters  which  I  received  laft  night.  1  he  ma¬ 
roons,  I  am  pretty  certain,  went  to  Ghphant  s  by 
the  road,  and  not  through  the  cockpits. 

t  j  have  the  honour  to  be  your  lordfhip’s  very 

faithful  and  obedient  fervant, 

*  G.  Walpole. 

(  The  1 3th  dragoons,  thirty  in  number,  have  been 
at  One  Eye  during  the  laft  week  paft.’ 

<  Sir,  One  Eye,  ‘January  igth  1796. 

t  x  am  favoured  with  your  orders  of  the  26th  in- 
ilant,  and  am  much  flattered  by  tire  confidence  you 
have  repofed  in  me.  1  have  communicated  the 
fame  to  major  Shawe,  commanding  the  Vere  de¬ 
tachment  at  Hedtor’s  River  ;  and  have  from  him 
received  affurances  of  his  cordially  co-operating 
with  your  orders,  and  in  every  meafure  will,  I  am 
afiured,  ufe  every  exertion  to  crufh  our  favage  foe. 
1  am  at  the  fame  time  under  much  concern  to  re- 
prefent  the  fituation  of  the  troops  at  Hector's  River 
and  its  vicinity  :  That,  for  want  of  necefiary  fup- 
plies,  the  dragoons  at  One  Eye  cannot  be  advanced 
into  the  woods ;  that  the  fupplies  for  the  Vere  de¬ 
tachment  at  tledtor’s  River  are  very  precarious, 
they  being  often  in  want  of  bread-kind,  and  other 
neceffaries  of  life  ;  that  this  want  of  fupply  is  ow¬ 
ing  to  a  fupinenefs  in  fome  of  the  commiffioners, 

under 
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under  a  perfuafion  that  no  maroons  will  ever  make 
t  at  way.  Major  Shawe  and  myfelf waited  on  colo- 
ionel  Peart,  who  promifed  to  exert  himfelf  to  pro- 
erne  and  forward  provifions,  &c.  but  I  fear  it  will 
e  lome  time  before  we  can  march,  having  neither 
pioneers  or  baggage  negroes  for  the  13th  dragoons. 

•e  p  ace  a  luded  to  in  your  letter,  as  the  intended 
retteac  °f  the  maroons,  is  called  Oliphant’s,  for- 
mei-ly  the  property  of  David  lord  Oliphant;  and  fo 
rL  r°,m  .tlC  Tlelawny  maroons  being  under  any 

difficulty  m  finding  their  way  to  it  through  the 
cockpits,  that  fourteen  or  fifteen  of  them  were  en¬ 
tertained  by  Mr.  More’s  gardener  at  that  place,  a 
few  weeks  previous  to  the  breaking  out  of  this  re- 
behion  However,  that  place  is  in  the  poiTeffion 
of  the  Vere  troops  on  Heftor’s  River  banks.  If  I 
,had  °een  mrmfhed  with  the  neceffary  fupplies  and 
aSSaSe  negroes,  I  intended  to  have  fcoured  the 
woods  acrofs  the  country,  by  way  of  Mouth  River 
-lome  to  the  Trelawny  fettlements. 

‘  The  Vere  detachment  have  been  immured  in 
the  woods  ever  fince  the  2.0th  November  i7or. 

ms  they  have  all  along  fubmitted  to  without  a 
murmur ,  the  fervice  has  to  them  been  peculiarly 
-'.v.  rc,  owing  to  the  remote  fituation  from  their 
homes,  which  prevented  them  drawing  fupplies  from 

their  fnends-  However,  they  have  no  wifh  but  for 
the  public  good,  and  wait  with  anxiety  the  moment 

to  cal1  tili;:rn  t0  a<rc<on.  Neverthelefs,  it  would  be 

an  aft  of  charity  to  relieve  them,  or  change  their 
poft.  e 


‘  I  remain 
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4  I  remain,  with  the  greateft  refpeft,  fir,  your 
mo  ft  obedient  and  very  humble  fervant, 

*  Hon.  Tncijov-gcyioYcd  I!  "dipole  ^  Fa  as.  Robertson. 

‘  Old  Maroon  'Town.’ 

c  Sir, 

‘  I  received  your  favour,  and  fhall  certainly  be¬ 
nefit  all  I  can  from  Mr.  Robinfon’s  information, 
and  will  co-operate  with  much  pleafure  in  any 
thing  that  may  be  deemed  neceffary  for  the  good  of 
the  fervice  we  are  engaged  in.  From  every  inform¬ 
ation  I  have  had  from  colonel  Batty  and  genera! 
Campbell,  I  have  been  always  led  to  believe  the  ma¬ 
roons  were  likely  to  be  drove  in  here ;  and  colonel 
Batty,  in  a  former  letter,  advifed  me  to  folicit  colo¬ 
nel  Peart  to  fend  in  what  troops  he  might  have  at 
One  Eye,  and  that  he  wouki  fupply  their  place  with 
fome  from  colonel  Caldwell’s  detachments  in  Mile 
Gully.  This  I  communicated  to  colonel  Peart ;  but 
he  had  none  there,  and  the  want  of  provifions  made 
me  lefs  anxious  to  prefs  the  bufinefs,  as  I  have  never 
been  able  to  get  above  one  day’s  fupplies  at  the  poll 
at  any  time  fince  I  took  the  command  here.  Many 
days  we  have  been  entirely  out  of  bread-kind,  fome- 
times  out  of  beef,  and  frequently,  indeed  oftener 
than  otherwife,  at  fhort  allowance  of  bread-kind, 
and  that  frequently  of  the  worft  kind  ;  and  if  I  had 
not  got  flour,  fait  beef,  and  bifcuit  from  Vere,  i  do 
not  think  I  could  have  maintained  the  poft  till  this 
time.  The  officers  have,  at  great  expence  and  in¬ 
convenience,  almoft  wholly  fupplied  their  table 

from 
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irom  thence.  I  think  that  the  commiffioners  muff; 
be  very  dilatory,  otherwife  we  would  have  been 
better  fupplied  ;  all  that  I  write  to  them  has  no 
effect.  In  confeqnence  of  its  being  ftrongly  ftip- 
pofed  that  the  remaining  maroons  and  runaways 
would  make  for  thefe  woods,  I  wrote  to  colonel 
Caldwell,  in  cafe  I  fhould  be  obliged  to  advance 
further  into  the  woods,  that  it  would  be  necefiary 
for  me  to  call  on  him  for  part  of  his  detachments  to 
a ffi ft  me,  as  I  conceived  I  had  too  few  troops  for 
that  bufinefs,  and  protecting  the  provifions  and  am¬ 
munition  that  it  would  be  neceflary  to  have  depo- 
fited  here  ;  _at  fame  time  apprized  him  of  the  diffi¬ 
culty  of  providing  Supplies  of  provifion,  fo  that  he 
might  judge  for  himfelf  in  the  propriety  of  coming 
forward.  His  anfwer  to  me  was,  that  he  had  in- 
clofed  my  letter  to  general  Campbell,  and  that  he 
did  not  think  he  could  well  leave  Mile  Gully  un¬ 
protected  ;  and  that,  more  efpecially,  he  thought  it 
would  be  improper  to  move  forward  without  fur¬ 
ther  orders,  when  he  confidered  the  difficulty  of 
procuring  provifions.  To  this  1  readily  afient,  and 
indeed  only  wiffied  for  further  reinforcement  in  cafe 
of  aCtual  neceffity,  and  thought  it  belt  to  apprize 
him  ol  what  I  thought  might  be  required.  You 
may  reft  allured  there  fhal!  be  nothing  wanting  on 
my  part  to  defend  the  poll. 

‘  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  refpeCt,  fir, 
your  very  humble  lervant,  A.  Schaw, 

‘  Heffor's  River ,  January  30/A  1796, 

‘  Hon.  major-general  Walpole  ' 


No,  2. 
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No.  2. 

c  Sir, 

s  It  is  my  intention  to  move  about  150  or  160  of 
the  maroon  prifcners  from  Montego  Bay  to  the 
barracks  at  St.  Ann’s,  where  they  are  to  iemain. 

‘  You  will  therefore  have  every  thing  prepared 
for  their  reception  ;  and  I  beg  you  will  notify  this 
to  the  commiffioners,  that  they  may  take  the  necef- 
fary  arrangements  as  to  feeding  them,  &c.  Ac. 

‘  I  have  the  honour  to  be  your  rnoft  obedient 
bumble  fervant,  .  Balcarres. 

‘  Dromilly ,  February  2,  1796. 

*  Colonel  Steven/on,  or  officer  commanding  at  St.  Ann  s. 

<  I  {ball  write  you  foon  as  to  the  manner  of  guard¬ 
ing  them,’ 

No.  3. 

Dear  sir, 

<  I  received  your  letter  of  February  2d,  laft  even¬ 
ing. 

‘  My  objeft  has  been  to  keep  myfelf  free  and  un- 
committed ;  by  no  means  to  cramp  you  in  any 
point  that  I  am  not  forced  to.  The  maroons  are 
fecured,  and  in  fuch  a  manner  as  will  leave  to  the 
legislature  the  full  exercife  of  their  powers,  when 
they  meet  on  March  lit.  I  do  not  know  your  opi¬ 
nion  tefpe&ing  the  treaty,'  nor  do  I  defire  to  know 
it :  I  have  formed  my  own,  and  mud  declare  it, 
when  1  am  called  upon.  Y  ou  will  of  courfe  take 

F  every 
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fvery  means  in  your  power  to  get  in,  or  deftrovh 
the  rebels  who  are  Hill  out.  But  what  I  have  anxi- 
ou,.y  w  lined  for,  namely,  the  fecuring  of  the  per- 
ons  or  tiiefc  maroons,  has  been  executed,  and  I  can 
now  report  with  correftnefs  and  fecurity:  While 
thefe  people  remained  in  the  Old  Town,  I  could 
advance  nothing  but  with  incorre&nefs  and  infecu- 
rity.  As  the  principle  I  worked  upon  is  efta- 
blifhed,  I  cannot  poffibly  think  of  troubling  you 
with  any  detail  of  mine.  You  will  give  what  or¬ 
ders  you  pleafe  refpefting  the  8 jd,  at  Montego- 
Bay  ;  I  gave  orders  to  alTemble  a  proper  number  of 
militia,  to  take  the  guards.  You  may  always  keep 
any  three  maroon  men  with  you  that  you  fix  upon 
(Montague  James  and  old  Jarrett  excepted);  but 
no  terms  can  be  held  to  the  rebels  now  out’  that 
can  imprefs  an  idea  that  either  the  country,  or  my- 

felt,  is  bound  at  all,  either  by  the  fpirit  of  the 
treaty  or  the  letter  of  it. 

‘  I  mean  to  divide  the  maroons,  and  to  fend  160 
from  Montego- Bay  to  St.  Ann’s.  I  have  defined 
mat  me  maroons  themfelves  may  arrange  the  fami¬ 
lies  who  are  to  go,  and  thofe  who  are  to  remain  ; 
of  courfe  you  will  give  fuch  inflations  on  that 
head  as  to  you  feems  belt.  The  160  will  march 
on  Monday  next,  and  I  lhall  arrange  their  route. 

I  find  f  muft  ncccllarily  take  fifty  of  the  St.  Ann’s 
militia  from  the  polls  in  this  neighbourhood,  to  do 
the  duty  at  St.  Ann’s. 

f  The  reinforcement  fliall  be  fent  down  at  the 

earlieft 
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rarlieft  pofiible  moment  5  when,  I  truft,  the  militia 
may  be  fent  home. 

*  I  am,  Sc.  Balcarres/ 

%d  February,  1796/ 

c  Hon .  major-general  Walpole* 

No.  4. 

Old  Mrt'oon  Fown,  February  12,  1796. 
f  My  lord, 

I  have  the  fatisfaftion  to  inform  your  lordfbip, 
that  fix  maroons,  capable  of  bearing  arms,  have 
this  day  been  brought  in  by  Johnftone>  with  a 
number  of  women  and  children.  It  feems  that  the 
remnant  of  their  body,  after  the  furrender  of  John- 
ftoile,  were  met  by  a  maroon  of  the  name  of  Heath, 
who  alarmed  them  by  a  falfe  report  of  the  approach 
of  the  dogs  5  upon  which  they  fled  deep  into  the 
woods,  in  the  direction  of  Oliphant’s,  near  Hedtor’s 
River,  as  a  drum  was  heard  by  the  party  which  I 
fent  from  hence,  at  fome  diftance.  It  is  imagined 
by  Johnftone,  and  alfo  concurs  with  what  I  have  been 
able  to  gather  from  the  maroons  themfelves,  that 
they  are  fcattered  in  different  bodies,  as  they  did  not 
fee  fome  of  thofe  whom  they  expedled.  Among 
thofe  who  are  come  in,  are  two  of  Holman  Harding’s 
fons:  This  is  their  mode;  thefe  two  young  men 
will  reconnoitre  us  for  two  or  three  days,  and  then 
one  of  them  will  afk  leave  to  go  and  bring  in  his 
father  and  family,  and,  according  to  the  treatment, 
the  family  will  come  back  and  remain.  Your 

F  1  lordfhip 
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lordfhip  will  be  perhaps  furprifed  to  learn,  that 
fpies  from  thofe  in  the  woods  have  more  than  once 
come  out,  by  a  circuitous  route,  to  the  hills  over 
the  town,  and  obferved  what  has  been  palling; 
they  have  feen  the  different  bodies,  particularly  the 
laft,  lent  off*  to  Montego-Bay,  and  have  conftrued 
it  into  treachery  on  our  part.  I  am  told  that  fome 
came  to  furrender,  and  upon  this  went  back  to  the 
woods. 

c  Their  want  of  water  is,  I  underftand,  extreme; 
they  cannot  get  any  but  what  they  draw  from  the 
wild  pines ;  and  that,  Johftftonc  tells  me,  is  at  this 
time  very  unwholeforne.  They  have  a  plan,  if 
driven  from  thefe  woods,  of  going  towards  Cave- 
River,  at  a  place  called  Old  Woman’s  Savanna. 
As  fall  as  they  exhauft  the  pines  at  one  place,  they 
move  further  on. 

I  have  offered  no  terms  but  lives;  and  it  may 
be  necdfary  to  explain  to  your  lordfhip,.  that  I  was 
obliged  to  alter  my  original  plan  of  attending,  with 
a  detachment  of  the  king's  troops,  the  maroon 
party.  The  want  of  water,  after  the  firft  day's 
march,  was  an  infuperable  difficulty  ;  and  on  being 
fatisfied  in  my  own  mind  of  the  fidelity  of  the  party, 
I  permitted  them  to  go ;  and  my  confidence  has 
not  been  forfeited:  They  were  abfent  fix  days; 
and  if  I  had  allowed  them  a  longer  term,  perhaps 
more  might  have  been  brought  in. 

‘  As  your  lordfhip  may  perhaps  wifh  to  lay  be¬ 
fore  the  legiflature  the  names  of  thofe  who  have 

ailed  with  fuch  fidelity  to  the  public  caufe,  I  have 

to 
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to  mention  the  names  of  JohnJlone ,  Smith,  Sam, 
James ,  Senior ,  Reid,  Sam ,  Barnett . 

f  I  have  the  honour  to  be  your  lordfhip’s  molt 
faithful  and  obedient  fervant, 

*  G.  Walpole. 

c  I  think  it  probable,  that  many  of  thofe  faid  to 
be  ftill  in  the  woods  have  been  killed  in  the  differ¬ 
ent  actions.’ 

No.  5. 

Montego-Bay,  jtb  February,  1796. 

*  Dear  sir, 

€  In  confequence  of  the  orders  I  received  yefter- 
day,  I  prepared  one  hundred  of  the  militia  to  be 
ready  for  an  efcort  to  the  maroons,  on  Monday 
morning.  I  think  it  right  to  inform  you,  that  Mr. 
Werge  has  juft  now  reported  to  me  his  having 
mentioned  to  the  maroons  the  orders  for  feparating 
them,  and  that  they  are  very  much  alarmed  and 
difcontented,  faying  they  had  rather  be  killed  at 
once. 

<  I  ftiall,  however,  be  prepared  to  execute  my 
orders ;  but  wifh  to  have  your  fentiments  on  this 
bufinefs  in  the  courfe  of  the  day. 

1  As  Mr.  Werge  did  not  mention  the  orders  for 
the  maroons  march  until  this  morning,  it  is  im- 
poftible  for  him  to  fend  a  return  of  thofe  that  are 
to  go. 

1  Shaw  fays,  that  if  the  runaways  come  to  the 
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knowledge  of  what  is  to  happen,  he  cannot  be  an^ 

fwerable  for  them,  that  they  will  attempt  an 
efcape. 

‘  Dear  fir,  your  raoft  humble  fervant, 

J.  Rob.  James.’ 

*  Hon.  major-general  Walpole ,  Old  Maroon  Town.' 

No.  6. 

‘  My  lord,  February  i ft, 

*  To-morrow  I  intend  going  into  the  woods, 
with  five  or  fix  maroons,  and  about  one  hundred 
regulars  j  in  all  probability  we  fhall  be  abfent  a 
week.  1  fhall  take  rockets  with  me,  in  order, 
fhould  we  find  thofe  now  out,  to  call  up  the  dogs, 
if  they  perfift  in  not  furrendering. 

‘  it  icems  that  there  is  a  good  deal  of  water  in 
the  Black  Grounds,  and  provifions,  feveral  fettle- 
mento  b.  ing  forming  there  $  and  of  courfe  many 
people,  whites  and  negroes,  muft  be  acquainted 
with  the  fpot:  The  proprietor  of  Mahogany-Hall 
would,  1  think,  not  be  an  improper  perfon  for 
your  lord ‘hip  to  talk  with  on  the  fubjeft.  W  hat 
I  fhould  propole  would  be,  to  fend  fome  confiden¬ 
tial  negroes,  under  the  promile  of  reward,  to  fearch 
for  tracks  about  the  places  where  water  and  provi¬ 
fions  are. 

‘  I  have  the  honour  to  be  your  lordfhip’s  moft 
faithful  and  obedient, 

€  Earl  Balcarresj  &c.  £$V.  G.  Walpole/ 

4  *  '•  •  i  •  \  •«#  '*  *  • 

N  Q., 
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No.  7. 

c  My  dear  lord,  February  1  itb ,  1796. 

c  To-morrow  or  next  day  I  will  fend  you  a  more 
particular  account ;  but  in  cafe  that  you  fhould  have 
any  arrangements  to  make  as  to  the  packet,  I  can 
inform  you,  that  about  thirty  maroons,  including 
women  and  children  as  well  as  men,  will  be  here, 
I  truft,  to-morrow.  Smith  has  arrived  with  nineteen  ; 
Johnftone,  who  has  behaved  with  great  fidelity  in 
this  inftance,  I  expeft  to-morrow,  with  the  re¬ 
mainder.  I  am  preparing  to  move  the  13th  dra¬ 
goons  through  the  cockpits,  from  One-Eye.  Par- 
kinfon  and  Palmer  are  not  of  the  number  above- 
mentioned  :  It  feems  that  the  fteps  relative  to  their 
various  removals  have  reached  them ;  and,  confe- 
quently,  whatever  has  been  done  againft  their  con- 
fent  much  exaggerated.  I  have  ail  along  been 
afraid  of  this. 

c  I  fhall  fend  the  maroons  to  the  Bay  in  two  or 
three  days. 

*  l  am  your  lordfhip’s  molt  obedient, 

c  G.  Walpole.* 

No.  8, 

6  My  Lord,  18 th  February ,  1796. 

I  omitted  in  my  lafl  to  inform  you,  that  it  was 
my  intention  to  attempt  to  cut  a  road  to  Pond- 
River,  the  place  where  the  maroons  made  their 
laft  ftand,  in  order  that  I  might  avail  myfeif  of  the 

F  4  water 


[  7*  } 

water  at  that  place,  lhould  it  become  advifable  to 
make  any  expedition  hereafter  into  the  woods  in 
fearch  of  the  rebels  ftill  out;  it  being  perfedtly 
clear,  that  fuch  a  thing  mull  be  utterly  impradti- 
cable  from  our  prefent  polls.  I  hope,  by  the  di¬ 
rection  which  we  have  given  to  the  intended  road, 
that  the  diltance  will  be  lhortened  from  feven  to 
four  miles.  The  maroons  arrived  at  St.  Ann’s 
very  well  fatisfied,  as  colonel  Bell  informs  me. 
The  runaways  (for  they  were  fo  blended  as  not  to 
be  diflinguifhed)  were  much  alarmed  :  I  am  told* 
that  there  are  fome  among  them  who  have  been 
miffing  from  the  ellates  for  years. 

‘  I  have  the  fatisfadtion  to  acquaint  your  lord- 
lhip,  that  Mr.  Gubbins,  of  the  13th  light  dragoons, 
has  entered  the  woods  from  the  fide  of  St.  Eliza¬ 
beth,  at  One-Eye :  Ele  merits  great  applaufe  for 
his  perfeverance.  The  commiffioners  either 
could  not  or  would  not  furnifh  provifions ;  indeed, 
I  trull  that  they  were  not  able  :  The  troops  under¬ 
took,  fooner  than  be  debarred  their  lhare  of  enter- 
prize,  to  cure  it  themfelves:  It  is  curioufly  done, 
I  make  no  doubt  ;  but,  fiich  as  it  is,  they  have  en¬ 
tered  the  woods,  with  a  refolution  to  penetrate  either 
diredlly  through  the  cockpits,  or  up  the  banks  of 
Hedtor’s  River.  The  Spaniards  are  with  Mr. 
Gubbins,  and  a  detachment  of  Accompong  ma¬ 
roons:  The  whole  town  fhewed  great  readinefs  ; 
but  only  a  few  feledted  as  track-men,  or  rather  to 
give  the  direction. 


« I  haye 
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«  i  have  the  honour  to  be  your  lordfliip’s  moft 
faithful  and  obedient, 

(  Earl  Balcarres,  &c.  &c.  &c.  G.  Walpole.1 

<  Mr.  Robertfon,  of  the  St.  Elizabeth’s  militia, 

accompanies  the  expedition. 

«  j  inclofe  your  lordfhip  a  lift,  the  lojl  batch  ai  c 

not  included/ 

No.  9. 

«  Dear  Sir, 

<  From  the  ftate  of  the  maroon  war,  I  am  con¬ 
vinced  the  country  will  he  of  opinion  that  martial 
law  ought  not  to  be  continued  : 

t  That  the  regular  troops,  with  the  affiftance  of 
the  black  ftiot,  the  Spaniards,  &V.  are  fufficient, 
as  a  force  to  watch  over  the  embers  of  the  rebel¬ 
lion  : 

And  that  a  party  aft  may  be  made  of  fuch  energy 
as  may  fuit  the  purpofe. 

<  'phis  party  bill  was  in  eonfiderable  forward- 
nefs  at  the  moment  of  the  late  adjournment  of  the 
ftoufe  of  affembly. 

<  It  is  only  upon  my  giving  an  aflurance,  that 
martial  law  will  be  taken  off  as  foon  as  the  party 
aft  Ihall  pafs,  that  I  can  hope  to  carry  the  queftion, 
at  the  next  council  of  war,  of  continuing  martial 

law,  . 

<  Under  thefe  circumftances,  we  muft  look  for¬ 
ward  to  the  application  of  the  regular  forces,  when 

the  militia  go  to  their  homes. 

<  I  think  it  will  take  a  eonfiderable  force  to  guard 

^he  maroon  prifoners,  The  17th  light  uragoons 
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‘int!  the  f2d  rf§iment  may  occupy  Montego-Bay, 
Falmouth,  and  St.  Ann’s.  7 

"  The  x  yth  are  to  hold  themfelves  In  readrnefs 
to  embark  for  St.  Domingo,  when  they  fend  Ihip- 

ping  to  receive  them  ;  of  which  no  requifition  is 
as  yet  made.  '  * 

TowIhC  83d  regiment  ma7  0CCUP7  Maroon 

*  I  Should  be  glad  to  know  your  wiih  as  to  the 

quartering  the  13th  light  dragoons,  on  their  ar¬ 

rival, 

*  Tfle  I4th  regiment  of  light  dragoons  are  not 
to  remain  in  this  country,  if  quiet  is  reftored.  If 
however,  the  banditti  of  runaway  haves  have  gone 
down .  to  Old  Woman’s  Savanna,  they  muft  occupy 
polts  in  that  neighbourhood  ;  the  country  that  lies 
pehind  it  I  believe  never  was  explored. 

c  I  beg  that  you  will  order  a  lift  to  be  taken  of 
all  tools  and  implements,  and  alfo  what  belong  to 
the  hofpital,  fuch  as  cradles.  ° 

‘  Should  frefh  difturbances  break  out,  we  muft 
meet  them  anew;  but  there  is  no  alternative  at 
prefent,  but  the  militia  going  home,  and  the  fur- 

niftiing  of  the  guards  over  the  maroons  to  be  done 
by  the  regular  troops. 

Thefe  are  my  prefent  fentiments  ;  if  you  wifti 
for  any  particular  difpofition  of  the  troops,  be  fo 
good  as  to  let  me  know. 

‘  1  he  moment  the  party  ad  fhall  pafs,  I  fhajl 

give 
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give  you  notice  of  it*  and  the  tnihtia  will  begin  to 
move, 

f  I  am,  &c,  fcfc.  Balcarres.’ 

February  20 th,  1796.^ 

f  Honourable  major-general  Walpole* 

No.  10, 

c  Dear  sir, 

*  I  have  heard  that  fome  maroons  have  been 
permitted  to  go  from  Montego-Bay  to  Falmouth 
(to  the  great  offence  of  the  country)  unguarded. 

I  wifh  you  would  fend  immediately  a  ftrong  party 
of  regular  troops,  to  relieve  the  militia  in  the  duty 
of  guarding  thefe  prifoners,  I  think  the  detach- 
ment  of  the  i^th  light  dragoons  would  do  this  ciuty 
properly;  and  they  will  be  then  ready  to  emoark. 

f  I  requeft  that  you  will  give  them  the 
orders  to  keep  the  ftridteft  guard  over  them  ;  and 
that  thb  detachment  is  to  be  refponfible  that  no 
efcape  fhail  be  attempted  ;  for  which  purpofe  each 
centinel  is  to  have  his  piece  loaded* 

4  You  will  no  doubt  take  effectual  means  to  fe» 
cure  all  arms  and  ammunition,  by  fending  it  back, 

*  1 

or  fecuring  it  at  the  Old  Town. 

c  Yours,  Balcarres. 

‘  King's  boufe,  February  2 <yth,  1796. 
Honourable  major-general  Walpole* 

V 

No.  11,  , 

*  Sir, 

‘It  was  found  necefiary  in  Weftmorland,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  Trelawny  maroon  rebellion,  to 

fecure 
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fee  me  the  perfons  of  all  thefe  maroons  who  refided 
in  Weftmorland. 

As  this  is  a  meafure  which  the  fafety  of  the 
country  required,  and  it  appearing  that  nearly  the 
whole  of  thefe  maroons,  fo  reading  in  Weftmorland, 
had  no  connexion  with  the  rebel  town,  there  can 
be  no  reafon  for  keeping  thefe  people  in  confine¬ 
ment  ;  they  may  therefore  be  enlarged  and  per¬ 
mitted  to  return  to  their  homes. 

f  1  have  the  honour  to  be  your  moft  obedient 
humble  fervant,  Balcarres.’ 

‘  King's  houje,  25th  February ,  1796, 

*  Colonel  Lawrence,  Weftmorland ' 

No.  12. 

*  Sir, 

*  This  country  is  extremely  alarmed  at  the  cir- 
cumftance  of  feveral  of  the  maroon  prifoners  hav¬ 
ing  been  feen  at  St.  Ann’s,  going  at  large  without 
guards.  I  beg  that  no  relaxation  may  take  place, 
refpetting  guarding  againft  all  poflible  efcape  of  any 
of  thefe  maroons. 

<  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  fir,  your  moft  obe¬ 
dient  humble  fervant,  Balcarres.’ 

‘  King’s  hotife,  March  4th,  1796. 

*  Colonel  Roje ,  or  officer  commanding  at  St.  Ann’s  Bayd 

No.  13. 

Old  Maroon  Fawn,  March  4th,  1796. 

*  My  dear  lord, 

?  I  arrived  here  but  this  day,  having  flopped 
6  yefterdav 
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yefterday  to  reft  myfelf.  I  have  only  to  fay  that 
your  lord  (hip’s  orders,  as  contained  in  your  dif¬ 
ferent  difpatches,  fhall  be  executed  without  delay. 
The  17  th  fhall  march  the  day  after  to-morrow, 
for  Montego  Bay.  I  am  forry  to  learn  what  has 
happened  ;  but  I  hope  it  has  been  mihated  to  your 
lordfhip,  as  I  know  not  of  any  maroon,  except 
Smith’s  family,  that  have  paffed  that  way  ;  and  as 
I  was  here  for  fome  days  after,  without  hearing 
any  complaint  in  my  correfpondence  with  colonel 
Bell,  but  the  contrary,  I  fhall  truh  that  the  repre- 
fentation  is  not  what  your  lordfhip  apprehends  to 
be  the  cafe.  I  have  been  obliged  to  bring  my 
own  letter  from  St.  Elizabeth,  there  being  no  con¬ 
veyance  from  thence  to  town  diieff,  except,  on 

potts-days. 

<  1  have  the  honour  to  be  your  lordfhip’s  moft 

faithful  and  obedient,  G.  Walpole. 

<  1  underhand  that  thofe  maroons  now  out  have 
faid,  that  they  do  not  ever  mean  to  do  any  mifehief ; 
this  we  fhall  fee.’ 

No.  14. 

<  Sir,  King’s  honje,  tfb  March,  1796. 

<  Every  perfon  here  is  alarmed  in  the  hig'neft 
degree,  as  they  underhand  that  fome  of  the  maroon 
prifoners,  under  your  charge,  have  been  feen  near 
Falmouth,  even  without  a  guard. 

<  I  muh  entreat  that  you  do  give  immediately 
the  ftrifteh  orders,  as  to  the  thoroughly  guarding 
thefe  prifoners ;  and  I  truh  you  will  conhder  the 

weight 
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weight  of  refponfibility  that  unqueftionably  lies 
upon  yourfelf  alone ;  that  fuch  guards  and  sentinels 
he  placed  as  to  prevent  the  poffbility  of  any  of  them 
effecting  their  efcape . 

*  Yours,  Balcarres.’ 

c  Major-general  Palmer 

No.  15. 

‘  My  dear  lord,  March  $th,  170 6. 

*  The  inclofed  I  fend  with  all  fpeed  to  your 
lordfhip ;  and  give  you  joy  of  having  again  the 
opportunity  of  finally  and  effe&ually  terminating 
the  rebellion. 

£  The  letter  is  written  in  fo  much  hurry  as 
not  to  admit  of  giving  any  detail  ;  but  the  affair  T 
believe  to  be  this  :  That  the  maroons,  finding  that 
we  could  get  at  them,  fent  forward  Shawe,  whilft 
the  others  were  conveying,  as  well  as  they  could, 
their  families  from  the  dogs.  Nothing  but  the  ex- 
hauffed  ftate  of  both  the  detachment  and  dogs 
would  ha vc  prevailed,  I  am  confident,  on  either  the 
Spaniards  or  the  13th,  to  have  continued  the  pur- 
fuit  ;  but  I  fear  there  was  no  conquering  the  want 
of  water  ;  for  nearly  three  days,  I  was  a  witnefs  to 
it  j  and  my  reafons,  under  thofe  circumftances,  for 
permitting  the  detachment  to  go  forward,  your 
lordfhip  is  already  in  pofleffion  of. 

I  fhall  grant  lives  only.  I  have  been  too  fcanda- 
loufiy  traduced  already,  to  exert  my  judgment  for 
the  public  good,  notwithftanding  your  lordfhip’s 

ratification 
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ratification  of  the  terms  heretofore  granted.  I  fltali 
endeavour  to  keep  the  matter  afloat  till  I  may  be 
honoured  with  your  lordfhip's  commands ;  for  I  can¬ 
not  but  apprehend  that  they  may  make  fome  effort 
to  get  to  windward,  defperate  as  it  may  appear, 
fliould  they  be  dealt  with  too  rigidly  in  their 
conceptions. 

€  I  hope  that  the  country  will  not  lofe  the  oppor¬ 
tunity. 

c  I  have  the  honour  to  be  your  lordfhip’s  moft 
faithful  and  obedient,  G.  Walpole/ 

c  Dear  sir, 

c  In  your  letter  of  the  5th  inflant,  you  write  me 
that  you  have  been  too  fcandaioufly  traduced  al¬ 
ready,  to  exert  your  judgment  for  the  public  good, 
notwithftanding  my  ratification  of  the  terms  hereto¬ 
fore  granted. 

c  Tins  I  do  know,  that  all  public  men  every  where 
will  be  traduced  by  reftlefs  and  violent  characters ; 
but  my  ratifying  the  treaty  which  you  figned  fuffi- 
ciently  marks  the  fupport  which  1  gave  to  that 
meafure  and  the  refpediable  council  that  advifed 
me  to  ratify  it,  bears  you  out  as  well  as  myfelf.  The 
fame  council  exprefied  themfelves  in  clear  terms, 
as  to  the  aflbrance  you  gave  the  maroons,  that  they 
fliould  not  be  fent  ofi  the  ifland  ;  and  it  (lands  on 
the  minutes  taken  at  that  council.  That,  provided 
the  maroons  performed  the  ift  and  3d  articles  of 
the  treaty,  that  the  fecret  articles  fliould  be  com¬ 
plied  with* 


c  Every 
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1  Every  man,  however,  will  form  his  own  opinion 
as  to  thofe  two  points :  Firft,  Whether  or  not  the 
treaty  is  a  wife  one;  Secondly,  If  it  has  been  per¬ 
formed.  It  now  lies  before  the  afiernbly,  as  well 
as  our  correfpondence  upon  it,  from  the  period  of 
colonel  Hull  s  aftion  to  the  moment  of  the  maroons 
coming  in,  inclufive,  and  alfo  my  letter  dated  2d  of 
February. 

‘  In  regard  to  the  third  article  of  the  treaty,  it 
Hands  upon  a  matter  of  faft,  to  eftablifh,  whether 
the  runaways  were  furrendered,  agreeable  to  that 
article  or  not. 

*  As  to  the  firft  and  fecond  articles,  my  mind  is 
made  up  upon  the  fubjeft ;  and  my  opinion  is,  that 
if  force  had  not  been  fent  out  againft  them,  in  con¬ 
formity  to  my  orders  of  the  14th  of  January,  ifiued 
in  confequence  of  my  receiving  your  letter  of  that 
date,  they  would  not  have  come  in  at  all. 

c  But  from  the  high  fituation  which  vou  have 
filled,  from  the  intercourfe  and  converfations  you 
have  had  with  thefe  maroons,  and,  above  all,  that 
thefe  unhappy  people  may  have  every  circumftance 
adduced  to  the  afiernbly  that  can  operate  in  their 
favour,  it  may  be  fair  and  right  in  you  to  give  an 
opinion,  if  you  are  fo  inclined,  how  far,  in  your 
conception,  thefe  people  have  complied  with  the 
articles  of  that  treaty. 

(  I  am  perfectly  aware,  and  (hall  hold  in  my 
rccolledlion,  the  favourable  opinion  you  have  of  the 
Smiths  and  Johnftone  ;  and  I  fhall  reprefent  it  to 
the  afiernbly  at  a  proper  time.  Whatever  opinions 

we 


we  may  hold  refpeCting  the  treaty,  we  are  united 
in  the  fentiment  of  bringing  the  bufinefs  before  the 
public  in  the  fulleft  and  faireft  manner;  and  if  the 
ftate  of  the  war  can  permit  of  your  abfence,  I 
could  wife  you  here,  that  we  might  do  it  in  con¬ 
junction. 

c  I  wifii  to  make  a  remark  upon  the  firft  part  of 
your  letter  of  the  5th,  which  runs  in  thefe  words : 
«  I  give  you  joy  of  having  again  the  opportunity 
of  finally  and  effectually  terminating  the  rebel¬ 
lion." 

c  This,  I  prefume,  alludes  to  the  circnmftance 
of  your  wifning  to  keep  the  maroon  prifoners  at  the 
Maroon  Town,  inftead  of  fending  them  to  the  coafu 
I  really  cannot  ftate  this  to  have  been  a  difference  of 
opinion  between  yourfelf  and  me  ;  and  I  am  free  to 
confefs  that  their  remaining  in  that  filiation  might 
have  been  an  inducement  for  thofe  ftill  out  to  have 
come  in.  But  I  thought  it  was  playing  too  deep 
a  game ;  and  if  the  maroons  had  given  us  the  flip, 
1  fhould  have  had  a  dreadful  reckoning  to  account 
for  to  the  king,  this  country,  and  my  own  tranquil¬ 
lity  of  mind. 

‘  I  am,  &V.  &c.  Balcarres.’ 

c  March  gib,  1796. 

'*  Honourable  major-general  Walpole.' 

‘No.  1 6. 

*  My  dear  lord>  March  nth,  1796. 

‘  I  have  this  moment  yours  of  (I  think  it  is)  the 
9th  of  March, 


G 
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I  fend 


E  82  ] 

c  I  fend  you  a  private  letter ;  make  what  ufe  of 
it  you  plcafe.  I  have  no  objection  to  its  being 
fhewn  and  canvaffed ;  indeed,  I  fear  that  you  have 
been  in  fome  points  deceived.  The  maroons 
would  make  out  a  ftronger  cafe,  from  what  palTes 
by  my  ear  very  often,  than  is  imagined.  Many  of 
them  fay,  that  the  rebellion  of— 60  would  not  have 
been  quelled  but  for  them  ;  there  are  fome  of  them 
here  who  were  wounded  in  that  event :  Indeed,  my 
dear  lord,  had  there  been  fuch  a  body  at  St.  Do¬ 
mingo,  the  brigands  never  would  have  rifen.  This 
may  look  like  being  an  advocate ;  but  it  is  my 
honeft  opinion.  If  Palmer  and  Parkinfon  Ihould 
refufe  the  terms,  which  I  think  they  will,  you  never 
will  conquer  them.  I  fhall  offer  the  terms,  and 
there  leave  the  matter. 

f  I  will  not,  nor  fhall  any  thing  induce  me,  avail 
myfelf  of  that  reliance  which  1  fee  they  have  in  me, 
until  I  am  certain  that  no  deceit  is  intended.  I  will 
not  be  acceflary  to  fo  foul  a  crime. 

c  Could  not  a  company  of  rangers  be  formed 
from  them,  agreeable  to  the  hints  which  I  once  laid 
before  you,  and  the  reft  difperfed  about  as  free  citi¬ 
zens,  like  the  people  of  colour. 

c  Johnftone  fet  out  this  morning,  with  D.  Shaw, 
T.  Plarding,  and  Bucknor.  I  do  not  expedt  them 
back  till  the  1 9th. 

c  Content  yourfelf,  my  lord,  with  this  reflection : 
That  the  ifland,  by  firmnefs  and  humanity  together, 
has  been  faved,  without  a  /ingle  cane  dejlroyed  j  and 

at 
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at  a  time  when  the  Jlaves  were  Jet  agog  by  Mr .  IVil- 
berforce. 

c  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  in  hafte,  your  lord- 
jfhip’s  molt  faithful  and  obedient, 

c  G.  Walpole/ 

c  One  word  as  to  the  freedom  allowed  the  ma¬ 
roons;  Montego-Bay  barrack  is  not  fecure;  it  is  belt 
therefore  not  to  feem  to  miftruft  them. 

\Vrivate!\  March  nth ,  1796. 
c  My  dear  lord, 

*  I  mult  trouble  your  lordfhip  with  a  few  words 

in  privacy  and  confidence. 

c  For  fome  days  paft,  I  have  been  in  a  ftate  of 
confiderable  uneafinefs  at  a  report,  which  feems  to 
gain  ground,  that  the  legiflature  mean  to  infringe  the 
capitulation  accepted  by  me  and  ratified  by  your 
lordfhip. 

*  My  lord,  to  be  plain  with  you,  it  was  through 
my  means  alone  that  the  maroons  were  induced  to 
furrender,  from  a  reliance  which  they  had  in  my 
word,  from  a  conviction  imp  relied  upon  them  by 
me  that  the  white  people  would  never  break  their 
faith. 

c  All  thefe  things  ftrongly  call  upon  me,  as  the 
inftrumental  agent  in  this  bufinefs,  to  fee  a  due  ob- 
fervance  of  the  terms,  or,  in  cafe  of  violation,  to 
refign  my  command ;  and  if  that  fhould  not  be 
accepted,  to  declare  the  fafts  to  the  world*  and  to 
leave  them  to  judge  how  far  I  ought  or  ought  not  to 
be  implicated  in  the  guilt  and  infamy  of  fuch  a  pro¬ 
ceeding.  So  much  the  more  ftrong  is  this  call  upon 

G  2  me, 


C  8+  ] 

rnG  as  there  was  no  occailon  fo  ratify  the  terms  j 
ioi  your  lordfhip  will  well  recoileft,  that  I  told  you 
at  Caflle-\v  emyls,  that  the  time  appointed  by  me 
for  fulfilling  them  was  expired,  and  the  terms 
therefore  null  and  void;  but  your  lordfhip  then 
thought,  that  there  was  fo  much  of  advantage  to  the 

country  in  thole  terms,  that  it  would  be  beft  not  to 
give  them  up. 

‘  ~s  81  eat  object  of  the  war  is  now  declared' 
to  be  accomplifhed,  I  fliall  fhortly  folicit  your  lord- 
lbip  for  permiffion  to  return  to  England,  with  an 
intention  to  retire  from  the  icrvice, 

I  am  your  lordfhip ’s  molt  faithful  and  obe- 

G.  Walpole." 

‘  Ea? -l  Balcdrres,  &c.  &c.  £s?c.’ 

*  Dear  sir, 

your  letters  of  March 
t  Itn.  jf  I  han  not  looked  upon  the  treaty  figned  by 
you  as  advantageous  to  the  country,  under  the  exift- 
ing  circumftances,  I  never  would  have  ratified  it:  But 
die  country  has  a  right  to  every  advantage  which 
that  treaty  affords  it ;  and  I  am  decidedly  of  opi- 
n  on,  .hat  if  the  terms  of  the  treaty  have  been 
complied  with  by  the  maroons,  that  the  country  is 
bound  in  honour  not  to  fend  them  off  the  ifland. 
■>°  for  l  go  with  you,  and  fo  far  I  will  fupport  you  ; 
but,  i  fliall  certainly  leave  it  with  the  legiflature  to 
decide,  whether  that  treaty  has  been  obferved,  or 
not:  Indeed,  they  will  decide  that  for  themfelves, 
as  a  matter  of  right  inherent  in  them. 

6  ‘All 
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c  All  I  can  lay  is,  than  I  have  not  the  fmallefl 
light  upon  what  their  decifion  will  be  ;  but  I  allure 
you,  thole  ftrong  fentiments  which  you  have  ex- 
prelied  relative  to  thofe  maroons  lhall  fairly  be  can- 
vafled.  I  do  not  enter  into  what  the  country  in  its 
wifdom  ought  to  do.  I  feel  we  have  done  our  duty 
as  foldiers :  The  executive  power,  in  my  perfon, 
has  amply  fupported  you,  by  ratifying  the  treaty 
which  you  acceded  to. 

c  But,  in  a  political  consideration  of  this  fubjeft, 
the  country  will  not  be  guided  either  by  your  poli¬ 
tics  or  mine.  There  is  a  word  in  your  laft  letters, 
namely,  capitulation ,  is  ufed  inftead  of  treaty  :  It 
has  always  hitherto  been  mentioned  as  a  treaty ; 
perhaps  it  may  be  a  diftindtion  without  a  difference. 
Be  it  what  it  may,  I  look  upon  my  refponfibility  to 
the  public  as  equally  committed  ;  for  furely,  if  there 
is  any  thing  upon  earth  in  which  a  legiHatqre  has  a 
right  to  exercife  its  judgment,  it  is  internal  rebellion . 
Under  the  whole  circumftances  of  the  cafe,  you 
have  done  extremely  right  in  with- holding  any 
offer  to  the  rebel  maroons  ftill  out,  excepting  lives, 
and  their  being  placed  exactly  in  the \  fame 'fit uaticn,  and  to 
fioare  the  fate,  whatever  it  may  be,  of  the  maroon  pr  if  oners 
now  in  cur  pojfefjicn .  I  cannot  offer  them  more, 
until  the  fentiments  of  the  legiflarure  refpedting  thofe 
now  in  fhould  be  communicated  to  me. 

c  In  rdpedt  to  your  going  home,  I  fhall  be  ex¬ 
tremely  happy  in  doing  whatever  may  be  agreeable 
to  yourfelf  in  this  point :  But  1  regret  your  deter- 
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mination  of  quitting  the  fervice,  in  which  you  are 
io  well  advanced. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  very  fincerely, 
^0llrs,  Balcarres.’ 

*  king's  houfe-y  16  March ,  1796. 
major-general  IValpole.' 


No.  17. 

*  lord,  March  13th, 

I  have  this  moment  the  honour  of  your  lord- 
Jliip  s  cufpatches  of  the  10th,  one  number  2,  the 
other  not  of  any  number,  but  inciofing  a  meffiage 
from  the  alfembly. 

‘  I  apprehend  a  variety  of  opinion  may  arile 
upon  the  third  article  :  A  vaft  number,  1  believe, 
of  runaways  are  out;  but  Johnftone  and  Smith 
have  frequently  allured  me,  that,  the  maroons  once 
in,  no  difficulty  would  arife  as  to  the  others.  I 
underftand  that  David  Snaw  has  mentioned,  that, 
as  a  preparatory  ftep  towards  fecuring  the  runa¬ 
ways,  they  have  taken  the  fire-arms  from  them. 

By  the  way,  the  fecond  article  implies  the  whole  of 
the  lecret  a  tide. 

c  Your  lordihip  has,  I  well  know,  been  of  opi¬ 
nion,  that  the  force  lent  out  on  the  14th  induced 
the  maroons  to  come  in.  I  think  not ;  and  my 
opinion  is  groundi  d  on  this  fact,  that  T  met  the  ma¬ 
roons,  about  half  a  mile  from  the  advanced  poll, 
coming  in  with,  loads  on  theii  backs  of  clothes  and 
children.  They  mull  thyrefpre  have  moved  more 

than 
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than  half  way  the  day  before ;  and  certainly  no  one 
knew  of  my  motions  here.  A  maroon  of  the  name 
of  Heath  turned  on  hearing  the  dogs,  and  went  to 
Palmer  and  Parkinfon,  and  told  them  that  a  trap 
was  laid,  and  the  dogs  fent  round  in  a  different  direc¬ 
tion.  Johnftone  came  up  to  me,  fome  time  after 
in  the  day,  and  informed,  that  this  had  been  juft 
told  him ;  adding,  that  if  I  had  left  him  to  his  own 
direction,  he  would  have  remained  till  he  had  feen 
every  one  of  them  out,  but  that  he  came  be 
fore,  having  heard  (which  was  true  enough)  that 
I  had  faid,  that  if  he  came  the  reft  would  come 

<  The  wifdom  of  the  treaty  cannot  be  much 
doubted,  as  treble  the  number  of  troops  would  not 
have  brought  in  lb  many  maroons  in  twelve  months 
more.  Your  lordfhip  will  permit  me  to  obferve, 
that  the  opinions  of  the  field- othcers  on  the  fpot 
have  never  differed. 

‘  It  was  not  fo  much  the  fending  the  maroons 
from  hence,  as  the  time  of  doing  it,  that  I  with- 
ftood.  I  withed  to  have  had  the  opportunity  to 
have  been  taken  when  i  might  lee  it  belt.  The 
laft  party  I  was  very  averfe  to  fending  away  ;  it 
confifted  of  24  men,  compofed  in  a  great  mealure 
of  the  families  of  Smith  and  Johnftone.  John¬ 
ftone  was  defirous  to  ftay,  he  faid,  with  me ;  and  I 
had  allured  him  of  fo  much  being  done  ;  and  I  well 
knew  what  effed  the  fending  him  away  under  a 
guard  would  have,  if  perceived  from  the  hills.  I 
have  to  thank  your  lordfhip  for  your  great  attention 

G  4 
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to  me,  and  giving  yourfelf  fo  much  trouble  to 
explain  your  fentiments  to  me:  I  only  aim  at 
an  honeft  difcharge  of  my  duty.  I  am  anxious  to 

^'ecP  faith  with  thofe  maroons  now  furrendered. 
bure  1  am,  that  Jamaica  has  been  faved  by  the 
terms  of  furrender,  and  that  the  not  adhering  to 

tnem  may  be  productive,  one  day  or  other,  of  the 
lofs  of  the  colony. 

*  1  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  all  deference, 
your  lordihip’s  molt  faithful  and  obedient, 

_  c  G.  Walpole. 

i  your  lordfhip  withes  for  my  attendance  in 
Spam fh- Town,  I  thaJl  fet  out,  if  nothing  material 
occurs,  on  the  19th  or  20th. 

Snould  your  lordihip  not  find  mv  attendance 

necelfary,  you  will  have  the  goodnefs  to  let  me 
know  of  it. 


No.  18. 

^rR}  ,  G/.  Ann,  March  1 4/h,  i~gS. 

/i  detachment  of  the  6cd  regiment,  confifting 
of  one  captain,  three  ferjeants,  and  forty-nine  rank 
and  file,  arri  ved  here  at  eight  o’clock  yefterday  morn¬ 
ing  ;  and,  in  obedience  to  the  governor’s  orders 
which  came  to  my  hands  (as  the  commanding 
officer  at  St.  Ann)  I  delivered  the  maroon  prifoners 
and  i  unaways,  at  five  o’clock  yefterday  afternoon, 
to  captain  Daly,  who  commanded  the  detachment, 

and  took  his  receipt  for  them ;  a  copy  of  which  is 
at  foot. 

1  have  difmifted  the  miiitia  until  further  orders, 
agreeable  to  his  lordihip’s  directions. 

‘  I  Jiavc 
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<  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  fir,  your  obedient 
fervant,  T.  Jenkins,  It.  col.  St.  Ann's  reg * 

«  Received,  March  13th,  1796,  as  prifoners  in 
the  St.  Ann’s  barrack,  from  lieut.  col.  Jenkins, 
one  hundred  and  fixty  maroons  (in  which  are  in¬ 
cluded  the  runaways),  all  in  good  health,  excepting 
two  perfons  named  Sukcy  and  Lawfon. 

(Signed)  “  Hyath.  Rp.  Daly,  cap.  6%d. 
f  Col.  Roje,  Southfield.' 

No.  19. 

‘  Dear  sir, 

*  The  Iris  muft  take  on  board  the  maroon 

men  at  Falmouth,  fay  -  20 

6  ad  regt.  troops  to  guard  them  -  -  9 

The  Iris  muft  then  drop  down  to  Montego- 
Bay,  and  take  on  board  the  maroon  men, 
about  -  -  -  5* 

Boys,  ditto  -  -  -  ~  “  54 

62ft  regt.  the  troops  about  -  -  75 

Total 

Exclufive  of  the  officers,  &c. 

The  Thomas  muft  go  to  St.  Ann’s,  ai 
on  board  maroon  men,  about 
Maroon  boys,  ditto  - 
Runaways,  ditto  - 
Boys,  ditto  - 

Troops,  6 2d  regt.  ditto 
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46 

16 

54 
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■  «  The  other  veffels  are  the  Mercury,  the  Barbara, 
and  the  Conqueft ;  which  three  veffels  will  cake  all 
the  women  and  children.  It  may  be  in  your  power 
perhaps  to  make  one  of  thefe  three  veffels  work  up 
to  St.  Ann’s,  if  flie  can  work  to  windward  better 
than  the  I  homas,  and  there  receive  the  troops  and 

maroons,  which  fhe  can  deliver  on  board  the  Tho- 
mas  at  fea. 

It  is  not  eafy  to  give  orders  fufficiently  pofitive 
and  precife  to  reach  the  different  circumftances  at¬ 
tending  this  embarkation ;  and  the  more  fo,  as  the 
three  privateer  veffels,  or  feme  of  them,  may  be 
eruifing  >  but  Mr.  Gillies  will  give  you  every  infor¬ 
mation.  The  veffels  allotted  for  this  fervice  are, 
the  Mercury,  Conqueft,  Barbara,  Iris,  and  Thomas^ 
in  which  all  the  maroons,  the  runaways,  and  6 2d 
regiment,  are  to  be  embarked,  and  to  proceed  to 
Poit-Royal.  Should  you  not  have  it  in  your 
power  to  fend  all,  by  reafon  of  the  cruifers  not  be- 
mS  got  you  will  lend  all  the  males  in  preference 
to  the  females,  and  the  cruifers  will  take  the  wo¬ 
men  whenever  there  is  an  opportunity  of  giving 
them  orders  to  receive  thefe  women  on  board^ 

(  Thefe  veffels  muff  be  victualled  proper  for  the 
fervice  they  are  going  upon.  The  whole  ought 
to  colled,  and  fail  together.  ° 

‘  You  are  now  in  poffcffion  of  the  outlines  of 
my  fentiments ;  and,  that  you  may  perform  this 
very  effential  fervice  to  your  country,  I  muff  en- 
tieat  that  you  will  be  fo  good  as  to  accept  of  being 

foie 
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foie  commiffioner  for  the  embarkation  and  failing  of 

thofe  people.  , 

<  J  fend  you  a  commiffion  accordingly  ;  and  be¬ 
lieve  me  to  be,  &c  &c.  id c. 

*  Balcarres. 

£  Kings  houje ,  March  1 6th,  ing6. 

<  Perhaps  you  had  as  well  let  the  Iris  go  down 
before  you  declare  your  powers,  or  our  inten¬ 
tions. 

£  James  Galloway,  efquire,  Falmouth. 


£  Ky  his  honour  the  right  honourable  Alexander 
earl  of  Balcarres,  lieutenant-governor  and 
commander  in  chief  of  his  tnajefy  s  if  and  of 
Jamaica,  id c.  tdc.  &c. 

t  Whereas  I  have  thought  fit  to  appoint  James 
Galloway,  efquire,  to  be  the  foie  commiffioner  for 
the  purpofe  of  embarking  all  the  maroons  and  6  id 
regiment  on  board  the  veffels  Iris,  Thomas,  Mer¬ 
cury,  Conqueft,  and  Barbara : 

c  j  hereby  require  and  order  all  officers  having 
the  charge  of  thefe  maroons  to  caufe  them  to  be 
embarked,  at  the  requifition  of  the  laid  commif¬ 
fioner  James  Galloway,  efquire. 

£  i  direft  the  different  detachments  of  the  62d 
regiment,  now  doing  duty  over  the  maroons,  to 
embark  according  to  the  allotment  of  the  faid  com¬ 
miffioner  to  each  veilel,  and  on  the  day  which  he 

fhall  name ; 


«  That 
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That  the  feveral  detachments  of  the  §2d  reai- 
ment  are  refponfible  for  the  fafe  delivery  of  thofe 
Jnaroons  to  captain  Dobbin,  of  Fort -Augufta. 

F h a t  ah  the  commiffioners  for  the  feveral  pa— 
riflies  are  required  to  be  aiding  and  aOifting  for  the 
due  viftualling,^.  of  the  veffels ;  and  I  hereby  autho¬ 
rize  the  faid  commiffioner  James  Galloway,  efquire, 
m  give  what  orders  he  thinks  beft  fuited  to  the  nature 
of  the  fervice,  to  the  five  captains  of  the  five  above- 
mentioned  veffels,  and  efpecially  that  he  may  name 
one  of  them  to  command  the  whole ;  who  will  report 
on  his  arrival  at  Port-Royal,  both  to  the  officer 
commanding  the  royal  navy  and  alfo  to  captain 
Bingham  of  his  majefty’s  Ihip  Jamaica. 

4  I  do  hereby  appoint  the  faid  James  Galloway, 

efquire,  to  be  '..ire  / ole  commiffioner  for  the  above 
fcurpofes* 

unaer  my  hand  and  Jeal  at  arms,  at  St, 
Jago  de  la  Vega ,  the  \6th  day  of  March, 
/hhcque  Domini,  1796.  Balcarres.’ 


No.  20. 

Mv  lord,  March  17 tb,  1796. 

£  Four  maroons,  difpatched  by  Johnftone,  ar¬ 
rived  yefterday,  with  a  meffage  to  inform  me,  that 
he  was  on  his  way  to  me  with  the  • whole  remaining 
body  of  the  matoons,  and,  if  I  am  not  miiinformed, 
of  the  runaways  alfo.  Whether  this  is  to  furren- 
der,  or  whether  it  is  meant  frfi  to  be  a  confer¬ 
ence,  I  cannot  afeertain  till  they  arrive. 

'  Your  lordfhip  will  no  doubt  view  the  conduct 
of  Johnftone,  in  this  latter  bufinefs  particularly,  in 
a  very  meritorious  light.  The  names  of  thofe  who 

accompanied 
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accompanied  him  and  affifted  on  the  expedition  are 
as  per  margin. 

‘  I  have  the  honour  to  be  your  lordftnp’s  moil 
faithful  fervant, 

c  T.  Harding,  G.  Walpole.’ 

*  Bucknor , 

*  D.  Shaw.’ 

a'  I  *  •  *  J  H 

No,  21. 

c  My  dear  lor  id,  March  21 ft,  1796. 

€  I  cannot  be  with  you  fo  foon  as  I  could  wifh. 
The  maroons  now  in  the  woods  are  thirteen  in  num¬ 
ber:  I  have  expe&ed  them  yefterday  and  this  day. 
It  feems  that thefe were  out  hunting  wild  hogs;  and 
Johnftone,  eager  to  bring  out  as  many  as  he  could, 
would  not  wait,  but  left  fome  of  the  women  to  tell 
thefe ,  at  their  return,  what  had  happened. 

c  Parkinfon  fays,  that  I  may  rely  on  their  furren- 
der  ;  and  fo  fure  is  he  of  it,  that  he  left  his  wife  and 
children  behind  him.  He  defired  to  fend  in  two  of 
his  party,  but  did  not  wifh  to  go  himlelf.  As  foon  as 
the  whole  arrive,  I  fhall  fend  them  down  to  Mon¬ 
tego-Bay  under  the  non-commiffioned  officer  of 
the  16th,  and  ten  men  of  the  17th  dragoons,  whom 
I  was  obliged  to  detain  here.  The  1  ith  may  as  well 
remain  at  Montego-Bay  till  their  embarkation  for 
Europe. 

c  The  maroons  I  perceive  coming  in  at  this  in** 
ftant.  The  fire-arms  brought  in  by  Parkinfons 
party  are  forty  -four*  The  number  of  maroons ,  thirty - 
fx  hearing  arms . 

Mr* 


c 


[  94  1 

c  MrrGaltf more’s  fufee  L  fhall  return  to  hk 
friends,  at  t;heir  requeft. 

c  I  hope  to  leave  this  place  on  Thurfday  for 
Spanifh-Town. 

c  I  thank  your  lordfhip  for  acceding  to  my 
wifhes  relpefting  my  going  home ;  and  fhall  prepare 
to  go  by  the  next  fleet:  As  to  my  remaining  in  the 
army,  the  candidates  who  ftand  before  me  are 
too  numerous  to  allow  me  any  very  fanguine  hopes 
of  preferment. 

.  c  I  have  not  fpoken  to  Skinner  on  the  matter ; 
but  if  he  went  home  with  your  lordfhip’s  difpatches, 
it  might  perhaps  fecure  his  local  rank  to  him  in  Eu¬ 
rope  ;  but  that  may  be  done  otherwife  :  Although  he 
has  not  been  aftually  engaged,  he  has  been  of  the 
mofl  material  fervice.  I  fee  very  clearly,  that  when 
it  comes  to  hard  work,  he  is  an  officer  to  be  de¬ 
pended  upon. 

c  I  have  the  honour  to  be  your  lordfhip’s  mofl: 
faithful  and  obedient, 

c  G.  Walpole/ 

c  I  could  wifli  your  lordfhip  would  obtain  per- 
miffion  for  Charles  Samuels,  a  maroon,  brother  to 
Smith,  to  remain  with  me. 

€  Bowen  Harding  cannot  be  removed,  on  account 
of  his  wound  ;  and  I  fhall  allow  his  brother  to  re¬ 
main  here  with  him. 

G.  W/ 


No.  22 » 
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No.  22. 

t  My  lord,  Falmouth*  lid  March,  1796. 

‘  I  had  the  honour  of  your  lofdlhip’s  letter  of 
1 6th  inftant,  with  the  commilfion  and  inftruftions 
relative  to  the  maroons, 

‘  I  take  the  liberty  of  a fiuring  your  lordlhip, 
that  no  exertion  lhall  be  wanting  on  my  part,  to 
complete  that  fervice  according  to  your  lordlhip’s 

wilh. 

<  Mr.  Quarrell  is  juft  arrived  here  from  the  Old 
Maroon  Town,  and  fays  the  whole  of  the  maroon's 
and  runaways  are  come  in  :  This  is  fortunate  j  it 
will  enable  the  whole  to  be  fent  round  together. 

<  The  Iris  and  Thomas  were  leen  this  morning 
off  Montego  Bay,  and  may  be  expefted  here  to¬ 
morrow. 

(  I  have  the  honour  to  be  your  lordlhip’s  very 
faithful  and  obedient  fervant, 

James  Galloway.’ 

No.  23. 

‘  My  dear  lord,  March  lid,  179 6. 

*  I  have  this  moment  received  your  letters  fso.  i, 
2,  and  3. 

*  As  affairs  are  now  fo  much  altered,  I  think  that 
I  may  as  well  go  to  Spanifh  Town:  Indeed,  Ihould 
I  defer  it,  and  the  journey  hereafter  be  neceffary, 
I  may  then  be  without  a  conveyance,  for  my  own 
horfes  are  ftarved. 

‘  My  wilh  to  retire  was,  in  a  great  degree,  con¬ 
nected  with  a  prefage  which  I  had  of  future  circum- 

ftances 
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ftances  with  regard  to  the  maroons ;  perhaps  thole 
may  now  be  altered.  I  was  fearful  left  it  Ihould 
feem  that  I  had  drawn  the  maroons  into  a  treaty 
which  I  knew  was  hereafter  to  be  broken ;  my  re- 
fignation  was  meant  to  declare  my  entire  ignorance 
of  iuch  an  intention  j  private  reafons  might  alfo 

operate  in  fome  degree,  but  they  would  not  have' 
prevailed  alone. 


i  remain  your  lordihip's  moft  faithful  and 
dient. 


G.  Walpole/ 


No.  24. 

My  lord,  Falmouth,  23^ March,  1796. 

*  I  have  juft  received  information  from  Mr.  Gil- 
lies,  that  brig  Conqueft  has  not  been  heard  of  for 
thele  ten  days ;  that  the  Mercury  is  in  Montego 
Bay,  fliort  of  hands ;  the  Iris  and  Thomas  have 
not  yet  made  their  appearance.  From  the  addi¬ 
tional  number  of  maroons  and  runaways  come  in, 
there  will  be  much  deficiency  in  the  Flipping  to 
carry  them  round.  I  therefore  take  the  liberty  of 
fubmitting  to  your  lordihip’s  conlideration  the 
moving  of  thofe  at  St.  Ann’s  by  land,  unlefs  fome 
other  veflel  could  be  had  for  them. 


‘  1  have  the  honour  to  be  your  lordihip’s  moft 

faithful  and  obedient  fervant,  T  ^ 

James  Galloway/ 


Thursday,  24 th  March,  1796. 

Ordered,  That  the  following  mefiage  be  fent  to 
the  council : 


(f,  May 


u  May  it  pie  afe  your  honours , 
cc  We  are  ordered  by  the  houfe  to  acquaint  you* 
that  there  being  matters  on  bufinefs  of  the  utmoft 
importance  to  this  ifland  before  the  houfe,  they  de¬ 
fire  you  will  appoint  a  fpecial  fecret  committee  of 
your  board,  to  join  a  fpecial  fecret  committee  of 
the  houfe  in  a  free  conference  on  fuch  matters ; 
and,  if  your  honours  agree  thereto,  you  will  be 
pleafed  to  appoint  your  number,  time,  and  placed" 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Redwood  and  Mr.  Wedder- 
burn  be  a  committee  to  carry  the  above  mefTage  to 
the  council  -}  who  returning,  reported  the  delivery 
thereof. 

A  mefTage  from  the  council,  by  their  clerk,  as 

follows  : 

cc  Mr.  Speaker^ 

<  I  am  commanded  by  the  council  to  acquaint  the 
houfe,  in  anfwer  to  their  mefTage  of  this  day,  that 
they  asree  to  the  free  conference  therein  propofed, 
and  have  appointed  three  of  their  board  to  be  a 
fpecial  fecret  committee,  tojoin  a  fpecial  fecret  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  houfe  for  that  purpofe,  on  Wednefday 
next,  at  twelve  o’clock,  in  the  council-chamberT 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Murray,  Mr.  Wedderburn* 
Mr.  Vaughan,  Mr.  Redwood,  Mr.  Cuthbert,  Mr. 
Chief  juftice,  Mr.  Shirley,  Mr.  Edwards,  and  Mr. 
McLean,  be  a  committee  to  manage  the  faid  free 
conference. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  of  this  houfe  do  attend 
at  the  faid  free  conference,  with  all  fuch  papers  and 
documents  as  may  be  necellary. 

II 


Ordered* 


w ' 
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Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  meet 
a  committee  of  the  council,  in  a  free  conference,  do 
lay  before  the  houfe  all  fuch  evidence  or  informa¬ 
tion  on  which  they  may  ground  their  report,  that 
has  not  yet  been  laid  before  the  houfe. 

*  Wednesday,  20th  April ,  17 96. 

Mr.  Murray,  from  the  fpecial  fecret  committee 
appointed  to  join  a  fpecial  fecret  committee  of  the 
council,  in  a  free  conference  on  matters  of  bufinefs 
of  the  utrnoft  importance  to  the  ifland,  reported. 

That  both  committees  accordingly  met  \  and  his 
honour  the  lieutenant-governor’s  meffage  of  the  2d 
day  of  March  laft,  and  the  papers  therewith  fent, 
and  his  honour’s  meffage  of  the  23d  March  laft,  and 
the  papers  therewith  fent,  alfo  a  petition  of  fundry 
perfons  known  under  the  denomination  of  maroons, 
prefented  to  the  houfe  on  the  30th  day  of  Novem¬ 
ber  laft,  and  alfo  his  honour’s  meffage  of  the  3d 
day  of  December  laft,  and  the  petition  of  the  Tre- 
lawny  maroons  then  in  Kingfton  barracks,  there¬ 
with  fent,  were  feverally  read ;  and  alfo  an  extract 
of  a  letter  from  his  grace  the  duke  of  Portland  to 
his  honour  the  lieutenant-governor,  to  the  faid  re¬ 
port  refpe&ively  annexed,  having  been  laid  before 
the  joint  committee  by  his  honour,  the  fame  were 
alfo  feverally  read  :  And  that  the  joint  committee 
having  propofed  certain  queftions  in  writing  to  his 
honour  the  lieutenant-governor,  which  queftions  and 
his  honour’s  anfwers  thereto  are  to  the  faid  report 

annexed. 
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annexed,  the  joint  committee  thereupon  came  to 
the  following  refolutions  : 

ift.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  joint  commit- 
tee,  that  all  runaway  flaves,  who  joined  the  Tre- 
lawny  maroons  in  rebellion,  ought  to  be  dealt  with 
according  to  law. 

id.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  joint  commit¬ 
tee,  that  all  perfons  of  free  condition,  who  joined 
the  rebels,  ought  to  be  dealt  with  according  to 


law. 


^d.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  joint  commit¬ 
tee,  that  the  thirty-one  maroons  who  furrendered 
af  VnncrhancfipM.  under  the  nrnrlamatinn  of  the 


■ 
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better  order  and  government  of  the  negroes  be- 
longing  to  the  feveral  negro- towns,  and  for  pre¬ 
venting  them  from  purchafing  of  fiaves ;  and  for 
encouraging  the  laid  negroes  to  go  in  purfuit  of 
runaway  fiaves ;  and  for  other  purpofes  therein 
mentioned;’  and  for  giving  the  maroon  negroes 
further  protection  and  fecurity;  for  altering  the 
mode  of  trial ;  and  for  other  purpofes,”  not  hav¬ 
ing  been  at  any  time  in  rebellion,  be  allowed  to  do 
fo,  according  to  the  prayer  of  their  petition. 

6th.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  joint  commit¬ 
tee,  that  the  maroons  who  petitioned  his  honour 
the  lieutenant-governor,  on  the  3d  of  November 
laft  (the  thirty-one  maroons  who  furrendered  at 
Vaughansfield  excepted)  being  alfo  guiltlefs  of  any 
aft  of  rebellion,  be  likewife  admitted  to  take  the 
benefit  of  the  laid  aft. 

7 th.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  joint  commit¬ 
tee,  that  all  the  maroons  who  furrendered  after  the 
firft  of  January,  and  until  the  10th  day  of  March 
laft  (within  which  period  Johnftone  and  his  party 
came  in),  not  having  complied  with  the  terms  of 
the  treaty,  are  not  entitled  to  the  benefit  thereof,  and 
ought  to  befhippedofFtheifland;  but  the  joint  com¬ 
mittee  arc  of  opinion,  that  they  ought  to  be  fent  to 
a  country  in  which  they  will  be  free,  and  fuch  as  may 
be  beft  calculated,  by  fttuation,  to  fecure  the  ifland 
againft  the  danger  of  their  return  ;  that  they  ought 
to  be  provided  with  fuitable  clothing  and  necefia- 
ries  for  the  voyage,  and  maintained  at  the  public 

expence 


[  IOI  1 

expeuce  of  this  ifland  for  a  reafonable  time  after 
their  arrival  at  the  place  of  their  deftination. 

§th.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  joint  commit- 
teCj  that  Parkinfon  and  Palmer,  and  all  the  ma¬ 
roons  who  came  in  with  them,  are  entitled  to  their 
jives  only,  but  ought  to  be  fent  off  the  ifland;  and 
as  their  conduCt  was  marked  with  aggravated  guilt, 
they  ought,  in  the  manner  of  their  being  fent  off  the 
ifland,  to  be  dealt  with  more  rigoroufly  than  thofe 
in  the  clafs  mentioned  in  the  preceding  refolution. 

a tb.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  joint  commit¬ 
tee,  that  as  there  may  be  among  the  rebels  a  few 
who,  by  their  repentance,  fervices,  and  good  beha¬ 
viour  fince  their  furrender,  may  have  merited  pro¬ 
tection  and  favour,  that  it  be  recommended  to  his 
honour  the  lieutenant-governor  to  permit  fuch  to 
remain  in  the  ifland,  together  with  their  wives  and 
children;  and  to  diflinguifh  them  by  any  other 
marks  of  favour,  as  his  honour  in  his  diferetion  may 
think  proper. 

i  o tb.  That  it* is  the  opinion  of  the  joint  commit¬ 
tee,  that  the  lieutenant-governor,  in  complying  with 
the  matters  mentioned  and  recommended  in  the 
preceding  refolutions,  fhould  be  fully  indemnified 
at  the  public  expence. 


ExtraUf  of  a  letter  from  his  grace  the  duke  of  Portland 
to  his  honour  the  lieutenant-governor ,  referred  to  in 
the  annexed  report ,  dated  Whitehall,  8  tb  January , 

1796. 


*  From  the  cordiality  and  zeal  with  which  the 
militia  and  the  inhabitants  in  general  co-operate 

H  3 


[  102  ] 

with  your  lordfhip,  I  have  no  doubt  of  your  being 
able  to  take  fuch  meafures  againft  the  maroons  as 

will  moft  fpeedily  and  effedtually  tend  to  their  re- 
du6tion. 

€  The  very  defence  which,  from  their  local  fix¬ 
ation  and  other  caufes,  they  have  been  able  to  make 
againft  a  very  fuperior  force,  renders  it  effential 
that  the  lfland,  in  any  terms  which  may  be  granted 
them,  fhould  be  fecured  againft  the  poffibility  of  a 
fimilar  infurreftion. 

c  This  will,  1  conceive,  be  beft  effefted,  firft,  by 
not  reftoring  to  them  their  diftrift ;  and,  fecondly, 
by  placing  them  in  fuch  a  fixation  within  the 
ifland  (if  it  cannot  be  done  out  of  it,  which  would 
be  preferable)  as  will,  from  its  nature,  incapaci¬ 
tate  them  from  contriving  further  mifehieff 

£hi  eft  ions  proposed  to  his  honour  the  lieutenant-governor , 

and  his  honour's  anfwers  thereto ,  referred  to  in  the 

annexed  report . 

c  Whether  general  Walpole,  upon  the  fur- 
render  of  Palmer  and  Parkinfbn,  and  other  ma¬ 
roons  in  their  party,  had  promifed  any  thing  more 
than  fafety  of  their  lives  ? 

A, .  c  Lives  only.’ 

Q  c  Upon  what  terms  were  Harvey  and  Wil¬ 
liams,  the  two  brown  men,  received,  and  did  they 
furrender  in  the  character  of  maroons 

A.  4  I  hey  furren  lered  as  maroons,  without  any 
fpecial  conditions,  and  after  January  iftf 

Q  c  Were  the  runaways  furrendered  by  the 
maroons,  and  were  they  received  upon  any  exprefs 
terms  ?’ 


A.  c  Nc 
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A.  ‘  No  runaways  have  been  furrenclered  by- the 

r  ime  in  in  the  character  of  ma- 
maroonss  they  came  m 

roons/ 

Refolved,  That  the  confideration  of  the  above 
report  be  poftponed  until  Saturday  next. 

Saturday,  23d  April,  1796. 

Refolved,  That  the  confideration  of  die  report 
from  the  fpecial  fecret  committee  appointed  to  join 
a  fpecial  fecret  committee  of  the  council,  in  a  free 
conference  on  matters  of  bufinefs  of  the  utmoft  im¬ 
portance  to  this  ifland,  be  further  poftponed  until 

Wednefday  next. 

Tuesday,  <i6th  April,  1796. 

A  mefifage  from  the  council,  by  their  clerk,  as 
follows : 

«  Mr.  Speaker, 

“  I  am  commanded  by  the  council  to  acquaint 
the  houfe,  that  they  have  agreed  to  the  report 
made  by  the  chairman  of  their  fpecial  fecret  com¬ 
mittee  appointed  to  meet  a  fpecial  fecret  committee 
of  the  houfe,  on  matters  of  bufinefs  of  the  utmoft 

importance  to  tnis  ifland. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  meffage  do  lie  on  the 

table,  to  be  perufed  by  the  members. 

Wednesday,  27 th  April,  1796. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  taking  into  confidera¬ 
tion  the  report  from  the  fpecial  fecret  committee  ap- 

H  4  pointed 
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pointed  to  join  a  fpecial  fecret  committee  of  the 

council,  in  a  free  conference  on  matters  of  bufinefs 

of  the  utmoft  importance  to  this  ifland,  being  read; 

And  the  fa  id  report  being  again  read; 

And  a  motion  being  made,  that  the  houfe  do 
agree  thereto ; 

The  houfe  divided : 

I  he  noes  went  forth : 

■dyes>  21 :  Mr.  Redwood,  Mr.  Bryan,  Mr.  Hal- 
fted,  Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Foulks,  Mr.  Cockburn, 
Mr.  Rofs,  Mr.  Chief- Juftice,  Mr.  Johnftone,  Mr. 
Baylor,  Mr.  I  hompfon,  Mr.  Cuthbert,  Mr.  MfLean, 
Mr.  Wedderburn,  Mr.  White,  Mr.  Vaughan,  Mr. 
Murray,  Mr.  Chriftie,  Mr.  P.  Fuller,  Mr.  Shir¬ 
ley,  and  Mr.  Edwards : 

Noes,  13;— Mr.  Quarrell,  Mr.  G.  Fuller,  Mr. 
Hodges,  Mr.  Galbraith,  Mr.  Fitch,  Mr.  Mathifon, 
Mr.  Woolfrys,  Mr.  Stewart,  Mr.  Grant,  Mr.  An- 

derfon,  Mr.  Ofborn,  Mr.  Henckell,  and  Mr. 
Deans : 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  being  made,  that  the  proceedings  of 
the  houfe  this  day,  relative  to  the  report  from  the 
fpecial  fecret  committee  appointed  to  join  a  fpecial 
fecret  committee  of  the  council,  in  a  free  confer¬ 
ence  on  matters  of  bufinefs  of  the  utmoft  impor¬ 
tance  to  this  ifland,  be  publilhed  in  the  Royal  Ga- 

zette,  St.  Jago  Gazette,  and  Cornwall  Chronicle, 
for  one  month ; 

A  debate  thereon  arifing,  and  the  queftion  being 
put,  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion 
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A  motion  being  made,  that  a  mefifage  be  fenc 
to  the  council,  to  acquaint  their  honours,  that  thq 
houfe  had  agreed  to  the  report  made  by.  the  chair¬ 
man  of  the  fpecial  fecret  committee  appointed  to 
join  a  fpecial  fecret  committee  of  the  council,  in  a 
free  conference  on  matters  of  bufinefs  of  the  ut- 
mod  importance  to  this  iflands 

A  debate  thereon  arifing,  and  the  queftion  be¬ 
ing  put,  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered,  That  the  following  meffage  be  fent  to 
the  council : 

<c  May  it  pleafe your  honours , 

cc  We  are  ordered  by  the  houfe  to  acquaint  you, 
that  they  have  agreed  to  the  report  made  by  the 
chairman  of  their  fpecial  fecret  committee  ap¬ 
pointed  to  join  a  fpecial  fecret  committee  of  your 
board,  in  a  free  conference  on  matters  of  bufinefs 
of  the  utmoft  importance  to  this  ifland.” 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Murray  and  Mr.  Wedder- 
burn  be  a  committee  to  carry  the  above  imefiage 
to  the  council ;  who  returning,  reported  the  deli¬ 
very  thereof. 

Thursday,  aSth  April ,  1796. 

Refolved,  That  a  claufe  be  inferred  in  the  poll- 
tax  bill  for  paying  to  the  order  of  the  commif- 
fioners  appointed  by  law  for  Rating  and  fettling  the 
public  accounts,  a  fum  or  fums  not  exceeding 
25,000/.  in  order  to  carry  into  effect  the  refolu- 
tions  of  the  joint  committees  of  the  council  and 

the 
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the  affembly,  agreed  to  by  the  houfe  on  the  27th 

inftant. 

Refolved,  That  a  meffage  be  fent  to  his  honour 
the  lieutenant-governor,  with  a  copy  of  the  above 
refolution. 

Friday,  a^th  April,  1796, 

Ordered,  That  the  following  meffage  be  fent 
to  his  honour  the  lieutenant-governor : 

cc  May  it  pleafe  your  honour , 
cc  We  are  ordered  by  the  houfe  to  wait  on  your 
honour,  and  to  lay  before  you  a  copy  of  a  refolu- 
tion  of  the  houfe  of  yefterday.?> 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Grant  and  Mr.  Campbell 
be  a  committee  to  wait  on  his  honour  with  the 
above  meffage  5  who  returning,  reported  the  deli¬ 
very  thereof. 

Refolved,  That  the  following  meffage  be  fent 
to  his  honour  the  lieutenant-governor : 

cc  May  it  pleafe  your  honour , 

<f  We  are  ordered  by  the*  houfe  to 

lay  before  your  honour  their  refolutions  re- 

fpefting  matters  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  this 

iflancl.5> 

Ordered,  That  the  following  meffage  be  fent 
to  the  council : 

“  May  it  pleafe  your  honours , 
cc  The  houfe  having  agreed  on  a  meffage  to  his 
honour  the  lieutenant-governor,  we  are  ordered  to 
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lay  the  fame  before  your  honours,  and  to  dcfire 
your  concurrence.” 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Murray  and  Mr.  Wedder- 
burn  be  a  committee  to  carry  the  above  meffage, 
and  alfo  the  meffage  to  his  honour  the  lieutenant- 
governor,  to  the  council ;  who  returning,  reported 
the  delivery  thereof. 

A  meffage  from  the  council,  by  their  clerk,  as 
follows : 

<c  Mr.  Speaker , 

lc  I  am  commanded  by  the  council  to  acquaint 
the  houfe,  that  they  have  agreed  to  the  melfage 
to  his  honour  the  lieutenant-governor,  fent  them 
this  day  by  the  houfe  for  their  concurrence;  and 
that  they  defire  the  houfe  will  be  pleafed  to  fill  it 
up  accordingly.” 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Murray,  Mr.  Wedderburn, 
Mr.  Chief- Juftice,  Mr.  Cuthbert,  Mr.  Edwards, 
Mr.  Shirley,  Mr.  MfLean,  Mr.  Vaughan,  and  Mr. 
Redwood,  be  a  committee  to  join  a  committee  of 
the  council,  to  wait  on  his  honour  the  lieutenant- 
governor  with  the  meffage  agreed  to  this  day. 

Ordered,  That  the  following  meffage  be  fent  to 
the  council : 

<c  May  it  pleaje  your  honours , 

cc  We  are  ordered  by  the  houfe  to  acquaint  you, 
that  they  have  filled  up  the  blanks  with  the  words 

council  and,”  <cof  affembly,”  and  “joint,”  in  the 
meffage  to  his  honour  the  lieutenant-governor,  agree¬ 
able 
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able  to  your  honour's  meffage  of  this  day,  and  have 
appointed  a  committee  to  join  a  committee  of  your 
board,  to  wait  on  his  honour  the  lieutenant-gover¬ 
nor  with  the  fame." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  M‘Lean  and  Mr.  Foijlks  be 
a  committee  to  carry  the  above  meffage  to  the 
council  ;  who  returning,  reported  the  delivery 
thereof. 


A  meffage  from  the  council,  by  their  clerk,  as 
follows : 


Mr.  Speaker y 

I  am  commanded  by  the  council  to  acquaint 
the  houfe,  that  agreeable  to  their  meffage  of  this  day, 
they  have  appointed  a  committee  of  three  of  their 
board  to  join  a  committee  of  the  houfe,  to  wait  on 
his  honour  the  lieutenant-governor  with  the  joint 
meffage  immediately." 

Then  the  committee  went  up;  and  being  re¬ 
turned,  Mr.  Murray,  from  the  committee,  reported, 
that  the  joint  committee  had  waited  on  his  honour 
the  lieutenant-governor  with  the  joint  meffage  ac¬ 
cordingly. 


Sunday,  i Jl  May,  1796. 


Ordered,  "'hat  the  following  meffage  be  lent  to 
his  honour  the  lieutenant-governor: 


May  it  pleaje  your  honour , 

We  are  ordered  by  the  houfe  to  wait  on  your 
honour ;  a  id  to  requeft  that  you  will  be  pleafed  to 

give 


m 


■ . 


\ 


[  io9  ] 

mvc  orders  for  the  difmiffion  of  the  chaffeurs  and 
& 

the  dogs,  the  rebellion  being  now  at  an  end.  We 
cannot  but  take  this  opportunity  of  expreffing  our 
acknowledgments  of  the  eminent  advantages  de¬ 
rived  by  the  importation  of  the  chaffeurs  and  dogs, 
in  compliance  with  the  general  wifhes  of  the  ifland: 
Nothing  can  be  clearer,  than  that  if  they  had  been 
off  the  illand,  the  rebels  could  not  have  been  in¬ 
duced  to  furrender,  from  their  almoft  inacceffible 
faftneffes.  We  are  happy  to  have  it  in  our  power 
to  fay,  that  terror  excited  by  the  appearance  of  the 
dogs  has  been  fufficient  to  produce  fo  fortunate  an 
event ;  and  we  cannot  but  highly  approve  that  at¬ 
tention  to  humanity  fo  ftrongly  proved  by  their  be¬ 
ing  ordered  in  the  rear  of  the  army. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ofborn  and  Mr.  Cuthbert 
be  a  committee  to  wait  on  his  honour  with  the 
above  meffage  ■,  who  returning,  reported  the  deli¬ 
very  thereof. 

(True  extracts.) 

JAMES  LEWIS, 

Clerk  to  the  AjfemUy, 


FIN! 
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